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I. Introduction 

This Master’s Guide is intended for all Masters and management officers of Belgian vessels. It 
attempts to provide easy to use information regarding Belgian merchant shipping regulations and 
administrative procedures. 

Any seafarer who applies for a Belgian endorsement at the management level (masters, chief 
officers, chief engineers and second engineers) should have appropriate knowledge of maritime 
legislation relevant to the functions they are permitted to perform. This is an obligation arising 
from STCW Regulation I/10 and from EU Directive 2022/993 on the minimum level of training of 
seafarers, transposed by the Royal Decree of 22 August 2022 on seafarers. 

Masters and management officers serving, or having served on Belgian registered vessels are 
invited and encouraged to participate in the continuous development by submitting appropriate 
comments and suggestions to the Ship.Belflag@mobilit.fgov.be. As the day-to-day practitioners, 
we value any comment made by serving Master and management officers in assessing the 
effectiveness of the Master’s Handbook. 

Further information can be obtained by accessing our website at:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping. 

 

II. Legislation 

The purpose of this Master’s Guide is to give the Master and the management officers sufficient 
actual working knowledge of the main Belgian maritime legislation in order to enable them to fulfil 
all their tasks and responsibilities in relation to the ship, its crew, its cargo, the shipowner, the 
safety, the security and the environment and the Belgian Maritime Authority.  

Belgian legislation constitutes of international, European and national law. Belgium has ratified 
all of the main IMO conventions, as well as the Maritime Labour Convention of ILO. As Belgium is 
part of the European Union, EU legislation is also applicable. 

The aim is not to give all specific aspects of general international rules and regulations since the 
Master and the management officers are well aware of them due to their prior studies, knowledge 
and experience obtained in the earlier part of their career.  

It is of great importance to the Master to gain insight into the most relevant aspects of Belgian 
maritime acts and decrees wherein the requirements are laid down. The weblink to Belgian 
legislative acts is: https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm. However, these texts are only 
in Dutch and French as these are the official languages in Belgium. 

 

Masters and management officers must be familiar with specific Belgian legislation and 
requirements for Belgian ships and their seafarers.  

The main Belgian merchant shipping legislation is the Belgian Shipping Code, as amended, and 
its implementing decrees. The main Belgian labour law for seafarers is mainly based on the law 
of 3 June 2007 containing various labour provisions, as amended, and its implementing decrees. 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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The BMI circulars have been developed by the BMI in order to support the uniform implementation 
of IMO, ILO, EU or Belgian regulations that fall within the competence of the BMI in the above-
mentioned cases. 

The list with main legislation for Belgian ships and their seafarers can be found in Annex 2 of BMI 
Circular 2025/002 Guidelines and Instructions on “Satisfaction of the Administration” in the 
instruments of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and on Belgian Requirements. 

BMI Circulars are guidelines for the application of maritime legislation applicable to Belgian 
ships. They indicate how this legislation should be complied with. This is not an absolute 
obligation, but in the event of a deviation from the guideline, you must be able to prove that your 
own interpretation of the legislation is equivalent to that stated in the guideline. The list with BMI 
Circulars can be found: 
mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars.  

Special attention should be given to Annex 1 of BMI Circular 2025/002 Guidelines and Instructions 
on “Satisfaction of the Administration” in the instruments of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and on Belgian Requirements. 

 

III. Inspection and policy 

A. Policy of BMI 

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) is the authorised department of the Belgian Maritime 
Administration of the Ministry of Transport of the Kingdom of Belgium acting as flag state for the 
surveys and certification of ships.  

The BMI is responsible for monitoring compliance with the international, European and national 
legislation relating to ships. As part of this supervision, it carries out statutory surveys on Belgian 
ships in order to verify compliance with the legislation. These surveys are carried out in 
connection with the issue, maintenance and renewal of (statutory) certificates. The surveys may 
consist of inspections (or surveys) and audits.  

When carrying out its inspection and certification tasks, the BMI can make use of recognised 
organisations. Recognised Organisations (RO) are classification societies with Belgian 
recognition. The list of Belgian Recognised Organisations can be found on our website:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/recognised-companies-and-institutions/classification-
societies. 

The inspection policy for ships flying the Belgian flag is based on two fundamental objectives: on 
the one hand, to ensure the quality of shipowners and ships and, on the other hand, to ensure an 
adequate supervision of the recognised organisations. At the same time, it seeks maximum 
flexibility towards the shipowner.  

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate bases its inspection policy for seagoing vessels flying the 
Belgian flag on the type of seagoing vessel:  

- Conventional ships: these are vessels with a gross tonnage of at least 500, most of which are 
certified in accordance with international conventions,  

- Non-conventional vessels: these are vessels of less than 500 gross tonnage or vessels of at 
least 500 gross tonnage but not engaged in international voyages or not self-propelled,  

- Fishing vessels,  
- Yachts. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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1. Conventional ships 

In order to monitor both the Recognised Organisations and the quality of the fleet, an inspection 
policy applies to all existing conventional ships flying the Belgian flag.  

The inspection policy for conventional ships can be found in the Work Matrix.  

If a risk is identified related to a shipowner or ship (e.g. as a result of a detention of a ship), 
additional control measures may be imposed.    

Control measures are additional or more extensive inspections and/or audits, in addition to the 
basic package mentioned above. The control measures are not fixed and are determined in 
consultation with the shipowner concerned. The principle here is to impose reasonable but 
effective control measures. Additional or more extensive inspections and/or audits are carried 
out exclusively by the Flag State and are not subject to delegation to an Recognised 
Organisation. 

 

2. Non-conventional vessels 

Non-conventional vessels consist of ships not propelled by mechanical means (e.g. pontoons) 
and ships of less than 500 gross tonnage flying the Belgian flag, with the exception of fishing 
vessels and pleasure crafts.  

These vessels must comply with the rules laid down in of international, European and national 
legislation, in particular the Royal Decree of 20 July 1973 concerning the maritime inspection 
regulation, as amended.   

Due to the wide variety of pontoons, they are assessed on a case-by-case basis in the light of 
this legislation.  

The inspection policy for vessels of less than 500 gross tonnage flying the Belgian flag, with the 
exception of non-propelled pontoons, is described below.  

 

a) IACS 99 and specific Belgian requirements  

The above-mentioned ships must comply with Recommendation No. 99 of the International 
Association of Classification Societies (IACS 99). These "Recommendations for the safety of 
cargo ships of less than Convention size" are supplemented (or replaced where explicitly stated) 
by the Belgian specific requirements and interpretations as set out in the document "IACS 99 - 
Belgian specific requirements and interpretations".  

The table of contents of both documents is identical up to chapter 9, where additional 
mandatory Belgian requirements are listed.   

 

b) Inspection policy 

The BMI ensures that the statutory requirements for the inspection and survey of the non-
conventional vessels and the issue of statutory certificates are complied with.   

These vessels are inspected annually. The inspection on board focuses on the protection of the 
environment and the safety of the crew and the ship.  

The shipowner must invite the BMI to each inspection. If these ships are in Belgium, the 
Netherlands or France, the inspection is carried out by the BMI. Each vessel is inspected at least 
twice every five years by the BMI itself, regardless of its location. The BMI may decide to 
delegate to a Recognised Organisation.   

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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From 1 April 2020, the BMI will inspect these ships in accordance with the requirements of IACS 
99 and the related Belgian-specific requirements and interpretations.   

If an inspection is carried out by a Recognised Organisation, the inspection report or the 
inspection report of the Recognised Organisation should clearly state that this inspection is in 
line with the Belgian specific requirements and interpretations. 

More information can be found on our website: 

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag.  

 

B. Surveys and audits 

1. Regulatory surveys 

Regulatory certification means certificates issued in accordance with international, European 
and national legislation and mandatory instruments. Regulatory inspections and audits mean the 
inspections and audits in connection with the issue, retention, endorsement and renewal of 
regulatory certificates.  

Regulatory surveys (Load Line, Safety Construction, MARPOL, Safety Equipment, Safety Radio 
etc.) should be arranged well in advance.  

Annual and periodical/ intermediate surveys must be completed within the 6 month window 
occurring three months before and after the Anniversary Date of the certificate. The Anniversary 
Date is the day and month of the expiry date of the full-term certificate.  

If a periodical or an annual survey is not carried out within the “window” then the certificate must 
be reinstated following a survey, the thoroughness and stringency of which will depend on the 
time the required survey was allowed to lapse. This may take longer and cost more than an annual 
or a periodical survey.  

A certificate that has not been validated by an annual or a periodical survey within the “window” 
becomes invalid and the ship risks detention. Renewal surveys must be carried out in the three 
month window prior to the expiry of the certificate. 

 

2. Surveys by BMI and/or Recognised Organisations 

Belgian ships are required to be inspected by the flag State at least once during the validity of the 
regulatory certificates. 

In Belgium the Recognised Organisations are authorized by the Belgian Maritime Authority to 
carry out regulatory inspections, audits and certification on its behalf relating to ships flying the 
Belgian flag, in accordance with the working agreement whereby the delegations are recorded in 
the Work Matrix. 

The authorization in Belgium is a mixture of four types of authorization:  

a) Full authorization of the Recognised Organisation to perform plan review, carry out surveys 
and issue, renew or revoke necessary interim and full term certificates. 

b) Partial authorization of the Recognised Organisation to perform plan review, carry out surveys 
and possibly issue or renew interim and full term certificates: under specific conditions and 
guidance of the designated official of the BMI. Whenever intervention by the designated 
official of the BMI is provided for, the authorization is considered as “partial”. 

c) Limited authorization of the Recognised Organisation on specific request by the designated 
official of the BMI to account for other special categories not covered by the preceding 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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provisions (full or partial authorization), such as authorizations issued on a case-by-case 
basis and involving restrictions related to time and/or geographical coverage. 

d) No delegation (ND): the authorization of the Recognised Organisation is not applicable. Only 
the designated official of the BMI can issue and endorse the certificate and/or carry out the 
survey. 

The Work Matrix is an official instruction for the authorization of and the delegation to the 
Recognised Organisation for regulatory inspections, audits and certificates in regard of article 4.5 
of the Working Agreement, in accordance with EU regulations. It is also used to inform about 
Belgian additional requirements and/or instructions. 

 

3. Audits 

ISM Safety Management Certificate (SMC), ISPS audits and MLC surveys should be carried out 
at the same visit, and this may need to be planned to ensure that this will be at a port where 
enough time is available. 

 

4. Remote surveys and audits 

Remote surveys or audits are in principle only permitted on a case-by-case basis, unless the BMI 
has issued explicit instructions for specific items authorizing remote verification. 

 

C. Certification 

1. Electronic certificates 

a) BMI ship certificates: Navicert 

From 1 May 2021 the Belgian Maritime Administration has started to issue certificates to Belgian 
ships in electronic format. Original hardcopy certificates issued by the Belgian Maritime Authority 
remain valid and must be carried on board until electronic certificates are available or until their 
validity is expired. 

For signing, issuing and managing electronic certificates issued by the Belgian Maritime Authority, 
the web application Navicert has been developed. With Navicert these ship certificates can be 
easily verified.  

Navicert is accessible via the web link: https://navicert.mobilit.fgov.be/. 

Where electronic certificates have been issued to a vessel, the Recognised Organisation has to 
endorse the electronic certificates through the web application Navicert upon successful 
completion of a survey or audit.  

More information can be found in BMI Circ. 2021/002. 

 

b) Ship certificates by the Recognised Organisations 

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate authorizes the Recognised Organisations to issue electronic 
versions of the regulatory certificates instead of the paper certificates for the ships flying Belgian 
flag. More information can be found in BMI Circ. 2019/001. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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c) Certificates of crew: STCW-on-Web and Crewcert  

From 4 April 2023 the Belgian Maritime Administration has started to issue certificates for 
seafarers in electronic format. These certificates in electronic format are visible via the web 
application Crewcert: https://crewcert.mobilit.fgov.be/.  

More information can be found:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/stcw-web.   

 

2. Ship certificates issued by the BMI 

The following regulatory certificates for Belgian ships are issued only by the designated official of 
the BMI: 

- Certificate of Registry,  
- Certificate of Seaworthiness, 
- Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate (+ Form E)1, 
- Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (+Form R)1, 
- International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (+Supplement) 1, 
- International Certificate for the carriage of liquefied gases in bulk (IGC)1 (if applicable), 
- Minimum Safe Manning Certificate, 
- Continuous Synopsis Record (CSR), 
- Safety Management Certificate (SMC),  
- International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC), 
- Maritime Labour Certificate (MLC) (+DMLC Part I), 
- Exemption Certificates, 
- Liability certificates & insurances,  
- ISM Document of Compliance. 

These certificates are issued only by the Flag State. The Recognised Organisations can be 
authorized to endorse the applicable certificates when a regulatory inspection or audit is carried 
out by the authorized Recognised Organisation and is executed positively.  

In case the designated official of the BMI has carried out the regulatory survey or audit, the 
relevant certificates will be endorsed by the designated official of the BMI. 

The Recognised Organisation can only issue a short term certificate of one of these above-
mentioned certificates when explicitly authorized by the designated official of the BMI. 

The Recognised Organisation can only extend one of the above-mentioned certificates when 
explicitly authorized by the designated official of the BMI. 

In principle, all regulatory certificates are issued in English. The Certificate of Seaworthiness and 
the International Tonnage Certificate are issued in Dutch English or upon request in French 
English. 

 

 

1 From 1 January 2026 the Recognised Organisations are authorized to issue these certificates for 
conventional ships. The transitional measures can be found in the Work Matrix under paragraph F.I. 
2026/01/01: Issue full term certificates CSSE, CSSR, IOPP and Gas Fitness by RO. 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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3. Certificates issued by the Recognised Organisation 

All regulatory certificates shall be issued “… under the authority of the Kingdom of Belgium”. 
Reference by the Recognised Organisation should be made to the Protocol 1988 on SOLAS and 
International Load Line Convention, concerning the harmonized system of surveys and 
certification, as these Protocols have been ratified by Belgium. 

The Recognised Organisation shall have the right and obligation, if deemed necessary, to 
suspend and/or withdraw any certificate issued by the Recognised Organisation. The delegated 
official of the BMI and the owner and operator of the ship in question shall be informed 
immediately if any regulatory or class certificates are suspended or withdrawn. 

 

4. Hull and machinery certification 

All the surveys related to the class hull and machinery certification are automatically delegated 
to the Recognised Organisations. 

More information on inspection and policy can be found on our website:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/inspection-
and-policy.  

 

D. Ship certification 

1. Continuous Synopsis Record 

Every ship is now provided with a document called a “Continuous Synopsis Record” (CSR). This 
is a form of logbook that stays with the ship for its whole life and records all changes of owner, 
flag, name, Class, ISM etc. Whenever a change occurs a new section or a new document is 
issued and then each has a consecutive number. The numbers should show a complete record. 
If a ship is sold this document must stay with the ship. 

The Master is responsible for the proper upkeep of the CSR on board Belgian ships. When you 
first receive a new CSR, or first join the ship, you should check that the details are correct. There 
is a process for amending details which you can use, and it is important that the details are 
always correct.  

For more information reference is made to BMI Circular 2025/001 Continuous Synopsis Record 
(CSR) which can be found on our website: mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-
shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars. 

It must be noted that Port State Control will check the CSR as a matter of routine at inspections. 

 

2. Certificate of registration 

The master of a ship required to fly the Belgian flag must be able to prove the right to this flag at 
all times by presenting a certificate of registration. 

The master must ensure that the name and home port are always displayed on the stern in clear 
and easily visible letters. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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3. Certificate of seaworthiness 

Every Belgian vessel must have a certificate of seaworthiness. This certificate establishes, 
until proof to the contrary is provided, that the ship in all its parts complies with the regulations 
for ships of the Belgian Shipping Code and of the decrees issued for its implementation. 

The certificate of seaworthiness is issued by the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate. 

The certificate of seaworthiness loses its validity by right in case one or more required 
international certificates, for whatever reason, are no longer valid. 

 

4. MRV 

EU Regulation 2015/757 on the monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport sets up a system for monitoring, reporting and verification 
(MRV system) of carbon dioxide emissions based on the fuel consumption of ships in order to 
reduce CO2 emissions from shipping at European Union level. 

It is applicable to ships for the voyages from and/or to a port of call under the jurisdiction of a 
Member State of the European Union. 

 

5. Ship Recycling 

Although the Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound 
Recycling of Ships hasn’t come into force yet, the European Regulation 1257/2013 on ship 
recycling aimed at facilitating early ratification of this Convention. This has as a consequence an 
implicitly early implementation of this convention.  

As Belgian ships are EU-flagged ships, they must hold certificates issued in the framework of ship 
recycling which must refer not only to the Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and 
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, but also to the European Regulation 1257/2013 on 
ship recycling. 

The Inventory of Hazardous Materials (IHM) should be properly maintained and updated 
throughout the operational life of the ship, reflecting new installations containing any hazardous 
materials referred to in Annex II of the EU Regulation 1257/2013 and relevant changes in the 
structure and equipment of the ship. There are also prohibitions and restrictions on the 
installation of such hazardous materials. On board, there must be control measures for materials 
identified as hazardous materials. There must be measures in place and complied with. When 
equipment or a structural component containing hazardous materials is installed, the IHM must 
be updated. This will be checked during surveys on the Certificate of Seaworthiness. 

As Belgian ships are EU-flagged ships, the Inventory of Hazardous Materials (IHM) must comply 
with the requirements of the EU Regulation 1257/2013 on ship recycling which contains two 
additional hazardous materials. Therefore, the IHM must include: 

- PFOS in table A materials, and  
- HBCDD in table B materials.  

The format of the ready for recycling certificate and the format of the certificate on the inventory 
of hazardous materials issued under EU Regulation 1257/2013 and its implementing acts, can be 
used under both the Ship Recycling Convention and EU Regulation 1257/2013 for legal certainty 
and administrative simplification. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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IV. Manning and crew certificates 

A. Manning on board 

The requirements relating to the safe manning of ships are found in the Royal Decree of 20 July 
1973 on the regulation on maritime inspection (referred to as Regulation Maritime Inspection) and 
BMI Circular 2011/001 Safe Manning, as amended.  

These regulations give effect to the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW) for Seafarers’, 1978, as amended, as well as the Maritime 
Labour Convention, as amended. They take into account existing IMO, ILO, ITU and WHO 
instruments in force, as well as all Belgian legislation and EU legislation. 

The requirements of the regulations apply to Belgian registered ships with the exception of fishing 
vessels and pleasure vessels. 

The Maritime Inspection Regulation requires every Belgian registered ship engaged in 
international voyages to be in possession of a Safe Manning Document issued by the Belgian 
Maritime Inspection (BMI). The Safe Manning Document will state the numbers and categories of 
officers and crew members that are required to be on board. The crew numbers on board must 
never be allowed to go below the minimum stated in the Safe Manning Document. 

Companies, masters, chief engineer officers and all watchkeeping personnel shall ensure that 
the requirements, principles and guidance as set out in the STCW Code are observed to ensure 
that safe continuous watches appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions are 
maintained on all seagoing ships at all times. 

If due to exceptional circumstances, a seafarer has to be removed from the vessel and a 
replacement cannot join in time, it may be possible for the vessel to continue to operate for a 
limited period with one seafarer less than specified on the Safe Manning Document. If the 
intention is for the vessel to sail in non-compliance with the Safe Manning Document, the 
Company/Master must request prior authorisation from the BMI. The Master must ensure that the 
remaining crew continue to comply with applicable requirements in relation to hours of work and 
rest at all times. 

A complaint (in accordance with the On-board complaint procedures) can be made if there are 
concerns related to manning levels on the ship. 

 If a ship persistently fails to be in compliance with hours of rest requirements or a complaint is 
made, the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) can review and withdraw the minimum safe 
manning document or require a new proposal for a minimum safe manning to be submitted. 

 

B. List of Crew 

A List of Crew must be maintained on board.  

On each occasion that a crew member signs off, a suitable entry must be made in the List of Crew 
and in the Official Logbook. It is not necessary to make an entry in the official logbook when a 
crew member signs-on, only their name added in the List of Crew at the front. 

An up-to-date copy of the List of Crew must be ready for inspection at all times.  

The List of Crew remains valid until the last member of the crew on the list has been discharged 
from the ship. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars


www.mobilit.belgium.be  Master’s Guide/Rev.1 Page 12 / 28 

C. Passenger List 

In addition to the recording of passengers, the Passenger List should also be used for recording 
any “supernumeraries”. 

 

V. Crew  

A. Crew certification 

1. STCW certificates 

Every crew member of a Belgian ship sailing must hold a certificate of competency or certificate 
of proficiency. These certificates are issued under the STCW Convention. 

The Belgian Maritime Administration has started to issue certificates to seafarers of Belgian 
ships in electronic format via the web application Crewcert:  

https://crewcert.mobilit.fgov.be/. 

 

2. Belgian endorsement attesting the recognition of a certificate of 
competency 

a) Application 

All officers who do not possess a Belgian Certificate of Competency must hold a Belgian 
endorsement attesting recognition or a Belgian endorsement attesting the recognition of a 
certificate of competency issued by the DG Shipping. 

Only certificates of proficiency for tankers require an application for recognition. This is not 
necessary for other foreign certificates of proficiency.  

The procedure for application can be found on our website2.  

From 1 September 2025, all personal certificates will be issued exclusively in digital form. 

More information on inspection and policy can be found on our website:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/crew.  

 

b) Verification 

The Master must ensure that all officers requiring a Belgian Certificate of Equivalent Competency 
hold this Certificate, as well as the original of their national certificate of competency. 

These are the methods to verify the authenticity of the Certificates of Competency and the 
Certificates of Proficiency of the STCW: 

- Certificates on security paper:  via e-Verification STCW, 
- For certificates digitally issued: via Crewcert, 
- For other verification requests: via stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be. 

 
2 https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/erkenning-van-buitenlandse-
vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen.  

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://crewcert.mobilit.fgov.be/
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/crew
https://sea-registration.mobilit.fgov.be/p/Ecrew/
https://crewcert.mobilit.fgov.be/
mailto:stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/erkenning-van-buitenlandse-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/erkenning-van-buitenlandse-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen
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c) Confirmation of Receipt of Application (CRA) 

If an officer does not hold a Belgian Certificate of Equivalent Competency upon joining the vessel, 
the Master must verify that an application for such a certificate has been submitted. These 
applications are typically filed made by the Company or manager. Once the application is 
received by DG Shipping, a stamped Confirmation of Receipt of Application (CRA), with a validity 
of maximum 3 months, will be issued and sent to the Company or manager.  

A copy of the Confirmation of Receipt of Application should be retained on board until such time 
as the officer’s Certificate of Equivalent Competency arrives on board. 

 

d) Amendments STCW VI/1-4  

Effective 1 January 2026, all Basic Training courses shall include training provisions addressing 
the prevention of and response to bullying and harassment, including sexual assault and sexual 
harassment. These provisions must form part of the curriculum for the initial issuance of a 
Certificate of Proficiency as well as for all refresher training. 

Seafarers holding a valid STCW VI/1 Basic Safety Certificate issued before 1 January 2026 may 
continue to use this certificate after 1 January 2026 until its expiry date. From 1 January 2026 
onward, all Basic Safety Training (both new and refresher courses) must include the additional 
competencies.    

Companies remain responsible for ensuring that all seafarers are appropriately trained and 
qualified. Accordingly, Companies shall verify that the STCW VI/1 Basic Safety Training provided 
to their seafarers includes the required competencies for all Basic Training courses delivered on 
or after 1 January 2026. This must be checked on board. 

 

3. Ship’s cook 

Seafarers who perform the duties of ship's cook on board a Belgian sea-going vessel - with the 
exception of fishing vessels and military vessels, must:  

a. be at least 18 years of age,  
b. hold an ‘Official declaration of qualification as a ship’s cook’. If this is not a Belgian certificate, an 

official declaration of recognition of qualification of ships’ cook issued by the Belgian Maritime 
Inspectorate (BMI) is required. 

c. hold a valid medical certificate, 
d. have completed a Basic safety training STCW VI/1, 
e. have completed a Security awareness training, STCW VI/6-1 or Security Duties training, STCW 

VI/6-2 as appropriate.  

The Belgian Directorate-General Shipping recognises certificates of qualification as a ship’s cook issued 
by another MLC member state.  This means that a ship’s cook from an MLC Member State employed 
on a Belgian ship can obtain a Belgian endorsement of his national certificate.  

 

4. Medical certification 

a) Validity 

A medical certificate is valid for a maximum period of two years after the date of issue, unless the 
seafarer is under the age of 18, in which case the maximum period of validity is one year after the 
date of issue or in case a shorter period is needed due to the specific duties to be carried out by 
the seafarer.  

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/


www.mobilit.belgium.be  Master’s Guide/Rev.1 Page 14 / 28 

The colour vision assessment only needs to be conducted every six years.  

The medical certificate must have been issued prior to commencing work on a ship. The 
remaining term of validity of the medical certificate must be at least two months before boarding.   

More information on medical certification can be found:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/medische-keuring.  

 

a) Qualified physicians 

Seafarers shall not perform any duties on board a ship unless they are certified as medically fit to 
perform their duties by a duly qualified physician.  

The medical certificates must be issued by doctors recognised by the Belgian maritime administration 
or by the maritime administration of another Member State of the European Economic Area (EEA). 
The EEA consists of the EU Member States and Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. 

The Belgian maritime administration has provided a list of recognized Belgian doctors for this 
purpose. 

The examination may also be carried out by a doctor on the list of recognized foreign doctors. 
These are recognized by a foreign maritime administration and by the Belgian administration. 

The list of duly qualified physicians can be found on: 

https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/recognised-companies-and-institutions/medical-
practitioners-recognised-issuing-medical.  

 

5. Seaman’s books and Certificates of Service 

Seaman's book is a proof of identity with which you prove that you are a seafarer. Seaman’s books 
as well as Certificates of Service are generally used to confirm sea service as required by the MLC 
regulations. 

The Seaman’s book contains a record of the employment of the seafarer. It is a document issued 
by the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI). This document contains the following:  

a) the seafarer’s full name, description, date of birth and birthplace;  

b) the date when the first SEA is entered into and its duration and place;  

c) the name, the IMO number, the gross tonnage and the propulsion power of the ship, as 
well as the name and signature of its master;  

d) the capacity in which the seafarer is to be employed;  

e) the date when the first SEA is ended and its place;   

f) for later SEA: the dates on which these agreements were entered and ended, as well as 
their places, the name and IMO number of the ship, the gross tonnage, the propulsion 
power and the name and signature of the master of the ship.  

The Seaman’s book facilitates the acquisition of further work or to satisfy the sea-service 
requirements for upgrading or promotion. BMI provides this document with a translation in 
English.  

More information on the Seaman’s book:  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/zeemansboek. 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/medische-keuring
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/recognised-companies-and-institutions/medical-practitioners-recognised-issuing-medical
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/recognised-companies-and-institutions/medical-practitioners-recognised-issuing-medical
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/zeemansboek
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6. Command Belgian ship - exemption from nationality requirement  

The Belgian Shipping Code states that the command of a registered ship may only be given to a 
person having the nationality of a Member State of the European Economic Area (EEA). The 
European Economic Area consists of the Member States of the European Union (EU) and three 
countries of the European Free Trade Association, namely Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.  

The Director General may deviate from this provision if a master with the nationality of a member 
state of the EEA wishes to accept an employment offer on board a Belgian ship or if no suitable 
master with the nationality of a Member State of the EEA is available for that sea-going vessel and 
if the needs of trade or navigation justify it. An exemption from the nationality requirement for the 
command of a Belgian ship can be given to masters who do not have the nationality of a Member 
State of the EEA. This is also the case for masters of the United Kingdom as the United Kingdom 
has ceased to be part of the EEA after its withdrawal from the EU (Brexit).  

This exemption in no way affects the applying limitations (if any) mentioned on the Belgian 
endorsement attesting the recognition of a certificate under the provisions of the international 
convention on standards of training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers 1978, as 
amended (STCW endorsement) which is a necessary requirement for each master.  

Each master having the command of a Belgian ship must comply with all relevant requirements 
under Belgian law and BMI Circulars related to the duties as master of a Belgian ship. 

 

B. Minimum age 

A seafarer must be at least 18 years old.  Apprentices may be exempted from this provision, but 
must be at least 16 years old.  

 DREDGING:  

The required minimum age for admission to employment is 16 years of age. In case of hazardous 
work or night work seafarers must be at least 18 years old. ‘Night’ covers a period of at least nine 
hours starting no later than midnight and ending no earlier than 5 a.m.   

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) may grant exemptions when the effective 
training of seafarers between the age of 16 and 18 in accordance with established programs and 
schedules would be impaired or if the specific nature of a task or a recognised training program 
requires tasks to be performed at night and that the work will not be detrimental to their health or 
well-being. 

 

C. Hours of Work and Rest 

Hours of work means time during which seafarers are required to do work on account of the ship. 
Hours of rest means time outside hours of work, this term does not include short breaks.  

 

1. Hours of rest 

The normal working hours’ standard for seafarers, like that for other workers, is based on an eight-
hour day with one day of rest per week and rest on public holidays.  

The minimum hours of rest shall not be less than:   

a) 10 hours in any 24-hour period; and  
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b) 77 hours in any seven-day period.  

Hours of rest may be divided into no more than two periods, one of which must be at least six 
hours in length, and the interval between consecutive periods of rest must not exceed 14 hours.  

For the purpose of preventing fatigue, watch systems are arranged in such a way that the 
efficiency of watchkeeping personnel is not impaired by fatigue, and that duties are organised in 
such a way that the first watch at a start of a voyage and subsequent relieving watches are 
sufficiently rested and otherwise fit for duty.  

The above-mentioned requirements for rest periods do not need to be maintained in the case of 
an emergency or in other overriding operational conditions. Musters, fire-fighting and lifeboat 
drills, and mandatory drills, must be conducted in a manner that minimizes the disturbance of 
hours of rest and does not induce fatigue.  

When a seafarer is on call, such as when a machinery space is unattended, the seafarer must 
have an adequate compensatory rest period if the normal period of rest is disturbed by call-outs 
to work.  

When determining, approving or revising manning levels, it is necessary to take into account the 
need to avoid or minimise, as far as practicable, excessive hours of work, to ensure sufficient rest 
and to limit fatigue. Special consideration should be given for food and catering activities.  

 

2. Records and schedule 

An overview of the shipboard working arrangements, with among other watch schedules and 
records of seafarers’ daily hours of rest, shall be posted in an easily accessible place on-board 
the ship. The overview must be established in a standardised format as set out in the Belgian 
legislation, to allow monitoring of compliance with the provisions set out in this paragraph. The 
overview must be established taking into account existing international guidelines and in the 
working language or languages of the ship and in English.  

The overview must contain for every position at least:  

a. the schedule of service at sea and service in port; and   

b. the minimum hours of rest required.  

 The seafarer shall receive a copy of the records pertaining to him or her which shall be endorsed 
by the master or a person authorised by the master, and by the seafarer.  

Procedures shall be determined for keeping such records on board, including the intervals at 
which the information shall be recorded.   

A copy of the relevant provisions of the Belgian legislation pertaining to this paragraph and the 
relevant collective agreements shall be kept on board and be easily accessible to the crew.  

The records referred to above shall be examined and endorsed at appropriate intervals, to 
monitor compliance with the provisions governing hours of rest that give effect to this paragraph.  

Notwithstanding the provisions laid down above, the master of a ship shall have the right to 
require a seafarer to perform any hours of work necessary for the immediate safety of the ship, 
persons on board or cargo, or for the purpose of giving assistance to other ships or persons in 
distress at sea. In that case the master may suspend the schedule of hours of work or hours of 
rest and require a seafarer to perform any hours of work necessary until the normal situation has 
been restored. As soon as practicable after the normal situation has been restored, the master 
shall ensure that any seafarer who has performed work in a scheduled rest period are provided 
with an adequate period of rest.  
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Collective bargaining agreements may permit exceptions to the limits set out. Any exceptions 
shall, as far as possible, follow the standards set out in national legislation, but may take account 
of more frequent or longer leave periods or the granting of compensatory leave for watchkeeping 
seafarers or seafarers working on board ships on short voyages.   

The safety management system (hereinafter SMS) should ensure compliance with mandatory 
rules and regulations. The master must be fully conversant with the SMS.  

 

D. Seafarer’s employment agreements 

The SEA is a requirement of both Belgian legislation and of the ILO Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006. Failure to ensure that all seafarers on board have a valid SEA constitutes an offence by the 
shipowner and may result in the ship being detained following a Port State Control inspection. 

Seafarers working on board a ship must have a clear written legally enforceable agreement, 
namely a seafarers’ employment agreement (SEA). The SEA must be signed by both the seafarer 
and the shipowner or a representative of the shipowner. The SEA is not valid when it is signed by 
a representative of the seafarer. When the shipowner is not the same as the employer, both must 
sign the SEA.  

The SEA can be signed on behalf of the shipowner by the master or, when there is a power of 
attorney, by a representative of the shipowner.  

Where the seafarer is not an employee of the shipowner, the shipowner has to provide evidence 
of similar arrangements in DMLC Part II.   

Seafarers must be given an opportunity to examine and seek advice on the SEA before signing, as 
well as such other facilities as are necessary to ensure that they have freely entered into an 
agreement with a sufficient understanding of their rights and responsibilities.   

To the extent compatible with applicable law and practice, a SEA shall be understood to 
incorporate any applicable collective bargaining agreements.   

A copy of the SEA must be available on board. Where the language of the SEA and any applicable 
collective bargaining agreement is not English, the following must also be available in English 
(except for ships only engaged in domestic voyages):  

a. a copy of a standard form of the agreement;  

b. the portions of the collective bargaining agreement that are subject to a Port State 
inspection under the MLC 2006.  

When signing the SEA, there have to be at least two signed originals: one for the seafarer 
concerned and another one on board of the ship where the seafarer and officers of a competent 
authority, including BMI and experts appointed by them, have easily access to for review.   

MERCHANT SHIPPING: a standard form of the SEA is provided in Dutch-English or French-
English. 

A SEA shall in all cases contain the following:  

a) the seafarer’s full name, date of birth or age, and birthplace;  

b) the shipowner’s name and address;  

c) the place where and date when the seafarers’ employment agreement is entered into;  

d) the capacity in which the seafarer is to be employed;  

e) the amount of the seafarer’s wages or the formula used for calculating them;  
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f) the amount of paid annual leave or the formula used for calculating it;  

g) the termination of the agreement and the conditions thereof, including:  

i. if the agreement has been made for an indefinite period, the conditions entitling 
either party to terminate it, as well as the required notice period, which shall not 
be less for the shipowner than for the seafarer;   

ii. if the agreement has been made for a definite period, the date fixed for its expiry 
with a maximum of 7 months; and  

iii. if the agreement has been made for a voyage, the port of destination and the time 
which has to expire after arrival before the seafarer should be discharged;  

h) the health and social security protection benefits to be provided to the seafarer by the 
shipowner, including information on any mandatory social security contributions;  

i) the seafarer’s entitlement to repatriation;  

j) a reference to the collective bargaining agreement, if applicable;  

k) any other particulars which the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) may require to be 
included;  

l) if the employer differs from the shipowner: the name and address of the employer.  

DREDGING: On dredgers flying the Belgian flag a SEA can be for an indefinite period or be a fixed-
term contract. For a seafarer’s employment agreement for an indefinite period by the will of one 
of the parties, the minimum notice period is at least seven days. The seafarer may give a shorter 
notice without penalty for compassionate or urgent reasons.  

 

E. Food and catering 

1. Inventory and storage of food and drinks 

The shipowner shall ensure that prior to sailing sufficient food and drinking water are taken on 
board and that the food is in good condition. The shipowner is obliged to have a complete 
inventory of the supplies on board before departure, as well as to ensure that during the journey 
the food and drinking water, which are on board, stay in good condition and, if necessary, are 
supplemented.  

Food and drinking water supplies, having regard to the number of seafarers on board, their 
religious requirements and cultural practices as they pertain to food, and the duration and nature 
of the voyage, shall be suitable in respect of quantity, nutritional value, quality and variety.  

The galley should be of adequate dimensions, properly illuminated and well ventilated. The galley 
must be equipped with cooking utensils, the necessary number of cupboards and shelves, sinks 
and plate racks made of stainless material, as well as adequate drainage facilities. Enough 
cookers of sufficient quality must be on board. Whenever possible, these shall be placed in a 
separate galley.   

The spaces and equipment used for the treatment of food must always be kept adequately clean. 

Drinking water is conducted through pipes to the galley. If this is done under pressure, measures 
should be taken against backflow. If no hot water is conducted into the galley, there should be a 
device to heat water.  

The galley has to be arranged so that at any time hot drinks can be made for the crew.  
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A sufficiently large warehouse for the storage of foods has to be provided. This is to be kept dry 
and cool and has to be well ventilated, in order to prevent the spoilage of the storage. If possible, 
the refrigerators or other storage area where the air can be cooled, are to be present.  

 

2. Inspections  

Frequent inspections must be carried out at least once a week on board by, or under the 
authority of, the master, and by the safety committee on not predetermined days. These 
inspections involve:  

a) the supplies of food and water;  

b) the premises and equipment used for the storage and handling of food and water, the galley 
and any other device used for the preparation and the serving of meals.  

The results of each such inspection must be recorded in a logbook and be available for review.  

 

3. Ship’s cook 

The shipowner is obliged to ensure that proper care and preparation of the food is guaranteed. 
For that purpose a person with a certificate of qualification of ships’ cook or an official declaration 
of recognition of qualification of ships’ cook must be on board of the ship.  

No seafarer under the age of 18 shall be employed or engaged or work as a ship’s cook. 

Seafarers employed as ships’ cooks with responsibility for food preparation must hold a valid 
certificate of qualification of ships’ cook or an official declaration of recognition of qualification 
of ships’ cook issued by the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI).  

On ships operating with a prescribed manning of less than ten which, by virtue of the number of 
seafarers or the trading pattern, may not be required by the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) 
to carry a fully qualified and certified cook. Anyone processing food in the galley shall be trained 
or instructed in areas including food and personal hygiene as well as handling and storage of food 
on board the ship.   

In circumstances of exceptional necessity, the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) may issue a 
dispensation permitting a non-fully qualified cook to serve in a specified ship for a specified 
limited period, until the next convenient port of call or for a period not exceeding one month, 
provided that the person to whom the dispensation is issued is trained or instructed in areas 
including food and personal hygiene as well as handling and storage of food on board the ship.   

 

F. Health and safety and accident prevention – inspections of the 
accommodation 

Frequent inspections must be carried out at least once a week on board ships by, or under the 
authority of, the master, and by the safety committee to ensure that seafarer accommodation is 
clean, decently habitable and maintained in a good state of repair. The results of each such 
inspection must be recorded in a logbook and be available for review.  

The master will not allow the use of seafarers’ accommodation as a storage room for goods or 
provisions which are not private property of the seafarer(s) using the accommodation. 

Every person on board a ship has a responsibility for safety. Safety officials have specific 
responsibilities and designated duties to ensure the safety of those on the ship. A ship’s safety 
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culture is dependent upon the strong support and encouragement from the ship’s senior 
management.  

In every ship in which five or more persons are employed the owner or the manager is required to 
appoint a Safety Officer. The Master is required to record this appointment of a Safety Officer in 
the Official Log Book. The Safety Officer should have suitable training, be familiar with the 
statutory responsibilities for health and safety and with the principles and practice of risk 
assessment. 

It is very important that the Master takes a close interest in the work of the safety officials, 
checking that the Safety Officer is fulfilling their responsibilities effectively, while giving support 
and encouragement. The Master is the best person to ensure that the Safety Committee works 
successfully by encouraging all crew members to participate in the ship’s safety culture. 

 

G. Risk assessments 

The shipowner and each employer have a duty to ensure that risk assessments have been carried 
out to cover all work activities on board. The aim of risk assessments is to minimise accidents 
and ill health on board. 

In practice, the master should ensure that risk assessments are carried out for new work or work 
in new situations, and that these are referred to and used to ensure safe working where there is a 
realistic risk of harm to personnel. 

 

H. On-board medical care 

The shipowner is obliged to consider the nature of the activities to take the necessary measures 
to:  

a. provide first aid to seafarers who are victim of an accident or become ill. If necessary external 
services specialised in emergency medical and rescue operations are to be alerted;  

b. contact the necessary external services specialized in medical relief and rescue work, as 
well as care institutions that can be called upon.  

The shipowner shall determine:  

a. the procedures of first aid in accordance with the requirements of the internal emergency 
plan:  

b. the resources required for the organization of first aid;  

c. the number of seafarers that must be deployed for the organization of first aid and the 
qualifications they should have;  

d. the specific risks associated with its activities, the knowledge and skills on first aid that the 
seafarers must acquire.  

All seafarers working on board the ship must be covered by adequate measures for the protection 
of their health and must have access to prompt and adequate medical care that is as comparable 
as possible to what is generally available for shore-based workers.  

Seafarers have the right to visit a qualified medical doctor or dentist without delay in ports of call, 
where practicable. This protection and care must, in principle, be provided at no cost to the 
seafarers. This means that the shipowner is responsible for the payment of medical, surgical, 
pharmaceutical and nursing costs required in the event of illness or accident occurring during the 
sea voyage.  
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Each ship has to have medical supplies on board at all times. The amount of medicinal products 
and medical equipment depends on the nature of the voyage - in particular ports of call, 
destination, duration - the type or types of work to be carried out during the voyage, the nature of 
the cargo and the number of seafarers. The master is responsible for the good condition of this 
medical equipment and these medicinal products and their complement.   

Every ship with 100 persons or more on board and engaged on an international voyage with a 
duration of more than three days, has to have a doctor on board responsible for medical care.  

Every ship with 300 or more persons on board, has to have a doctor and a nurse on board 
responsible for the medical care.   

All persons receiving professional maritime training and intending to work on board ship have 
been given basic training in medical and emergency measures to be taken immediately in the 
event of an accident or serious medical emergency. The master and any seafarers to whom 
he/she delegates the use of the medical supplies have received special training. They must have 
successfully completed an approved Medical Care training programme meeting the standards 
laid down in STCW Code A-VI/4-2 within the preceding 5 years. 

Each ship must have a recent version of IAMSAR present. This handbook on international 
aeronautical and maritime search and rescue operations mentions the radio medical centres of 
the various coastal states where over the radio medical advice is provided.  

 A standard medical report form is to be used by the ships’ master and relevant onshore and on-
board medical personnel. This form, when completed, and its contents shall be kept confidential 
and shall only be used to facilitate the treatment of seafarers.   

 

I. On-board complaint procedures 

The seafarers have the possibility to file a complaint relating to any matter that is alleged to 
constitute a breach of the requirements of MLC 2006 (including seafarers’ rights) on board a ship 
flying the Belgian flag on which they work. The complaint must be filed within 5 calendar days of 
the incident or the time when the seafarer discovered the facts that are the subject of the 
complaint.   

 The complaint procedure must have a fair, effective and expeditious handling of seafarer’s 
complaints concerning a breach of the national provisions of the MLC requirements, the rights of 
the seafarer included.   

The complaint procedure must seek to resolve complaints at the lowest level possible. However, 
in all cases, seafarers has the right to complain directly to the master and, where the seafarer 
considers it necessary, to appropriate external authorities. When a complaint concerns the 
master, the seafarer can file the complaint directly to the shipowner.  

 When a seafarer lodges a complaint by reason of an infringement of MLC 2006, including 
seafarers’ rights, no adverse measure can be taken against this person, except for reasons that 
are unrelated to the complaint. Adverse measure is understood to mean, inter alia, the 
termination of the employment, the unilateral change in employment conditions or any other 
malicious act, regardless of the perpetrator thereof, with respect to the seafarer that has filed a 
complaint.  

Shipowners must provide all seafarers with a document which comprises a copy of the on-board 
complaint procedures applicable on the ship. This document must be in English and in the 
working language on board. It includes:  
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a. the right of the seafarer to be accompanied or represented during the complaints 
procedure, as well as safeguards against the possibility of victimization of seafarers for 
filing complaints;  

b. the name of a person or persons on board the ship who can, on a confidential basis, 
provide seafarers with impartial advice on their complaint and otherwise assist them in 
following the complaint procedures available to them on board the ship;   

c. the contact information of the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI);   
Name : Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI)  
Address : Posthoflei 3, 2600 Antwerp  
Telephone number : +32(0)473700353  
Email :  mlc@mobilit.fgov.be 
Website : https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/mlc         

d. where different from (c), the contact information of the competent authority in the 
seafarers’ country of residence  

The document also holds a model of the complaint form.  

 

J. Alcohol and drugs 

Any level of alcohol or drug consumption by crew members on board a ship has implications for 
the safety of the vessel, the crew and any passengers. Even small quantities of alcohol or drugs 
have been shown to impair judgment and increase the risk of accidents. 

Drug and alcohol abuse directly affect the fitness and ability of a seafarer to perform 
watchkeeping duties.  

It is an offence for a professional seafarer to be impaired by drink or drugs on board ship or at any 
time on board a vessel if they might be required to undertake emergency duties to protect the 
safety of passengers. 

The SMS should include procedures ensuring that seafarers found to be under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol should not be permitted to perform watchkeeping duties until they are no longer 
impaired in their ability to perform those duties. 
The Belgian Shipping Code prohibits active duty on a ship to anyone with an alcohol concentration 
of at least 0.22 milligrams per litre of exhaled alveolar air or an alcohol concentration of at least 
0.5 grams per litre of blood. 
It is also prohibited to be on active duty on a ship under the influence of the substances listed 
below: 

- Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)  
- Amphetamine  
- Methylenedioxymethylamphetamine (MDMA)  
- Morphine (free) or 6-acetylmorphine  
- Cocaine or Benzoylecgonine. 

More information is published in the Belgian Shipping Code, more specifically article 4.1.2.8/3,§ 
4, in the Royal Decree of 4 July 2023 Royal decree on intoxication in shipping and in BMI Circular 
2014/002 Prevention of drug and alcohol abuse. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
mailto:mlc@mobilit.fgov.be
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/mlc
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars
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VI. Incident reporting  

While it is appreciated that the Safety Management System of the ship has a procedure covering 
accidents and injuries on board, there is also a requirement for the Master or Operator to report 
incidents to the flagstate and/or to the Federal Bureau for the Investigation of Maritime 
Accidents (FEBIMA). 

 

A. Notification to the flagstate 

Incidents and casualties are to be notified to the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) without 
delay and as soon as practically possible.  

The procedure for safety and pollution related incidents can be found in BMI Circular 2008/002 
Notification of incidents to the flagstate. 

The procedure for security incidents and notifications related to the use of the Ship Security 
Alert System (SSAS) and other related maritime security communication, reference is made to:  

- CMB Circular 2018/002 Communications and notifications related to the use of Ship 
Security Alert System (SSAS) and other related maritime security communication, 

- BMI-CMB Circular 2023/002 ISPS - Flagstate interpretations and Procedure & Ship 
Security Plan, as revised. 

These BMI Circulars can be found : mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-
flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars. 

 

B. Federal Bureau for the Investigation of Maritime Accidents  

The master must report immediately to the Federal Bureau for the Investigation of Maritime 
Accidents (FEBIMA) when their ship is involved in a maritime accident or incident, or any 
incident entailing an incapacity for work. FEBIMA must also be provided with all relevant 
information and, if applicable, a copy of reports and of all other relevant documents. 

The FEBIMA is an independent investigating body created after partial transposition of Directive 
2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 establishing the 
fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents in the maritime transport 
sector. 

Maritime accidents that should be reported to FEBIMA are any event or series of events having 
led to the loss of life or vessel, structural damage to the vessel, the grounding of a vessel, or 
resulting in serious pollution. 

A notification to FEBIMA doesn’t relieve the obligation of notifying the BMI as FEBIMA is an 
independent investigating body which conducts investigations solely into the cause of maritime 
accidents. 

More information on FEBIMA can be found: 
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/onderzoeksinstanties/federal-bureau-investigation-maritime-
accidents-febima.  

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/maritime-shipping/ship-flying-belgian-flag/bmi-circulars
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https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/onderzoeksinstanties/federal-bureau-investigation-maritime-accidents-febima
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VII. Inventory of equipment 

The inventory of equipment mentioned in the Records of Equipment (Forms E and R) should only 
include equipment placed on board a ship for use in order to comply with international 
instruments, and not the voluntarily placed equipment on board. 

However, all equipment on board must be fully functional, whether it is required by regulatory 
instruments or has been placed there voluntarily. 

The installation and functioning of all the equipment are in accordance with the description of 
technical documentation, including timely maintenance, service, calibration, testing, 
certification and/or examination if applicable. Special attention is given to the EU Directive 
2014/90/EU on marine equipment, also known as the MED Directive, and its implementing and 
delegated acts. 

 

VIII. Marine equipment 

High quality marine equipment is indispensable for the safe operation of a ship, life-saving 
capabilities and the protection of the marine environment. Therefore, the international maritime 
safety conventions require flag States to ensure that the equipment carried on board ships 
complies with certain safety requirements as regards design, construction and performance, 
and to issue the relevant certificates demonstrating the compliance.  

On board Belgian ships the EU Directive 2014/90/EU on marine equipment (MED Directive) is 
applicable. The relevant international maritime safety conventions for MED compliance are 
SOLAS, MARPOL and COLREG, in consolidated version, together with their protocols and codes 
of mandatory application. Marine equipment within the scope of the MED Directive is equipment 
which is required by these international instruments.  

When placed onboard the MED equipment bears the wheel mark and is required to be 
accompanied by a declaration of conformity issued by the manufacturer, hold valid MED 
certification and bear the EU’s conformity mark for marine equipment (the ‘Wheel Mark’).  

The wheel mark may be supplemented by an appropriate and reliable form of electronic tag for 
MED equipment enlisted in Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/414.  

The declaration of conformity covering the equipment concerned shall be translated by the 
manufacturer into the working language on board and in English. It shall be kept on board until 
the said equipment is removed from the ship. The MED declaration of conformity and its 
underlying documents may be placed onboard in an electronic format. 

In the case of a transfer of a non-EU ship to Belgian flag, that ship shall, during transfer, be 
subject to inspection to verify that the actual condition of its marine equipment corresponds to 
its safety certificates and either complies with the MED Directive and bears the wheel mark or is 
equivalent, to the satisfaction of the delegated official of the BMI. 

Where it is proven or strongly suspected that MED equipment placed on board Belgian ships is 
not in compliance with MED Directive and/or the relevant IMO performance and test standards 
applicable, the delegated official of the BMI needs to be informed. 

An MED database is provided by EMSA. This MED Portal includes the list of the approved products 
that can be carried on board EU Member State-flagged ships. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32014L0090&qid=1561710066070
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32018R0414&qid=1561715325536
https://portal.med.emsa.europa.eu/
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IX. Duties of the master 

A. In general 

In accordance with the rules laid down in the Belgian Shipping Code and other applicable 
legislation, customs and general principles of navigation law, including good seamanship, the 
master is in particular responsible for: 

1° the management of the seagoing vessel and the direction of navigation; 

2° the exercise of authority over those on board and, in particular, over the crew; 

3° looking after the interests of the shipowner, the shipowner and the ship's user as well as, 
where necessary, those of the cargo interests and those on board; 

4° keeping the required ship's logbooks, having and managing the required ship's documents on 
board and drawing up, issuing and receiving, in fulfilment of existing obligations or in 
preservation of rights, transport documents, declarations, reservations and other deeds 

5° making ship's declarations. 

 

In accordance with the rules laid down in the Belgian Shipping Code and other applicable 
legislation, the master shall in particular be responsible for : 

1° performing legal acts on behalf of the shipowner, shipowner and ship user; 

2° acting in court on behalf of the shipowner, the shipowner and the ship user in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 2.4.2.7, § 1 of the Belgian Shipping Code; 

3° acting as public official in civil matters; 

4° establishing offences and disciplinary offences. 

 

B. Required certificates 

A list of required certificates and documents on board Belgian ships, including Belgian specific 
certificates and documents, can be found in the Work Matrix. The Work Matrix can be found on 
our website.  

In annex A you can find the ‘Summary of required crew certificates and documents’. 

 

C. In case of damages 

If a Belgian ship has suffered heavy damage or its construction has undergone significant 
changes, the certificate of soundness is suspended ipso jure and cannot be revalidated except 
by the maritime inspectors.  

In the event of damage to a Belgian ship, in the event of an incident that gives rise to the suspicion 
that damage to the ship has occurred and the ship subsequently calls at a port, or in the event 
that damage has occurred or is suspected to have occurred while in port, the voyage must not be 
continued until the ship's master has communicated with the Belgian Maritime Inspection to 
report on the damage and receive their directives. 

 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
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D. Security 

All waters accessible to Belgian ships excluding ports located in other countries are given a 
security level. Each Belgian ship must take the measures associated with the security level of the 
area in which it is located. Before entering a security level 2 or 3 area, the master must report the 
estimated time of entry to the Maritime Security Cell. In these cases, the crew list must be 
transmitted immediately to the Maritime Security Cell upon simple request. 

Each Belgian ship has a security level and must comply with the measures associated with this 
security level. The security level is set at level 1. If security information is available indicating that 
there is a risk of security incidents involving a Belgian ship, the security level for the seagoing 
vessel concerned can be raised. In these cases, the Director-General of Shipping, after consulting 
the NCCN, the Maritime Security Cell and the CSO of the seagoing vessel concerned, determines 
the security level for the vessel. When setting security level 3, the President of the National 
Maritime Security Authority (NAMB) may take urgent measures to be followed by the ship. 

 

X. Prosecution of offences and crimes by seafarers on Belgian ships 

Maritime crimes committed on board a Belgian vessel are deemed to have been committed in the 
territory of Belgium. 

The master or seafarer of a Belgian ship who commits a breach of Articles and 2.4.5.1 to 2.4.5.42 
of the Belgian Shipping Code outside the territory of Belgium may be prosecuted in Belgium. 

Infringements may give rise to criminal proceedings before the correctional court or the Assize 
Court, an amicable settlement or mediation in criminal cases referred to in Article 216ter of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. The application of an administrative fine is regulated by the Law of 
25 December 2016 establishing administrative fines applicable in case of violations of shipping 
laws. 

In case the fact brought before the correctional court is only an offence against discipline, the 
judge refers the fact to the Maritime Investigation Board. 

 

____________________________________ 
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Annex 

 

Annex A.  Summary of required crew documents 

 

Table: Summary crew documents on Belgian flagged vessels 

Name of document Application Remark 

Authorisation Foreign 
Master 

dgmar@mobilit.fgov.be Exemption from nationality 
requirement to command 
Belgian ship 

Belgian Seaman’s book Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be  
or STCW-on-WEB2   

Every crewmember 

Certificate of Proficiency 

 

National administration Every rating 

Certificate of Competency 

 

National administration Every officer 

Endorsement attesting the 
recognition of a certificate 
of competency 

Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be 

Or STCW-on-WEB2 

CRA (confirmation receipt) 
issued via STCW-on-WEB2 

Certificate Qualification 
as ship’s cook 

Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be 

Or STCW-on-WEB2 

Endorsement of national 
certificate 

Medical fitness 
declaration 

Approved doctor Doctor approved by BE or EU-
member state 

GMDSS-certificate 

 

National administration Endorsement included in 
Endorsement attesting the 
recognition of a certificate of 
competency 

COP Advanced tankers Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be 
or STCW-on-WEB2 

Certificate of proficiency  

List of Crew 

 

  

Passenger List 

 

 For supernummeraries 

http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
mailto:Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be
mailto:Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be
mailto:Stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be
https://mobilit.belgium.be/en/shipping/recognised-companies-and-institutions/medical-practitioners-recognised-issuing-medical
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Seafarer’s employment 
agreements 

Employer If applicable: collective 
bargaining agreement 

Shipboard working 
arrangements 

Company  

On-board complaint 
procedure 

 Complaints to: 
mlc@mobilit.fgov.be  

 

__________________________________________________ 
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