Annex 2/Rev.1: Main legislation for Belgian
ships and their seafarers

Annex 2 to BMI Circular BMI Circular 2025/002 Guidelines and Instructions on “Satisfaction of
the Administration” in the instruments of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and on
Belgian Requirements.

Adjustments to the previous version of this Annex are highlighted in yellow.

This annex contains the main legislation applicable to Belgian seagoing vessels with a gross
tonnage of at least 500, mainly certified under international conventions, relating to safety,
security and the prevention of marine pollution, as well as relating to the seafarers of these
vessels.

Most of the Belgian legislation referenced in this document is likewise applicable to Belgian
seagoing vessels with a gross tonnage of less than 500 and to their seafarers. The precise scope
of application for each instrument should be verified in the respective legislative text.

The list of legislation is not exhaustive.

International legislation

International Maritime Organization (IMO)

Belgium has ratified the following “IMO maritime conventions” related to safety, security and
the prevention of marine pollution:

e |nternational Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, and
related Protocols,

e |nternational Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto and by the Protocol of 1997 (MARPOL), as
amended, and related Protocols,

e |nternational Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers (STCW) as amended, including the 1995 and Amendments,

e |nternational Convention on Load Lines (LL), 1966, as amended, and related Protocol,

e Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREG),
1972, as amended,

e |nternational Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships (AFS),
2001, as amended,

e |nternational Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and
Sediments (BWMC), 2004, as amended,

e The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound
Recycling of Ships, 2009.

This list is not exhaustive.

Alist of all the IMO maritime conventions Belgium has ratified can be found on the website of
the IMO: Status of Conventions.
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International Labour Organization (ILO)

Related to the work of seafarers on board Belgian ships, Belgium has ratified the “ILO
convention” Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006).

EU and Belgian legislation

For the (consolidated) Belgian legal texts we rely on the database of the Federal Public Service
Justice (Justel).

Belgian legislation is only available in Dutch or French. We have linked to the Dutch version of
this legislation. The Franch version can easily found by clicking the link FR in the top left corner.

For the EU legal texts we rely on the database of the European Union (EUR-LEX). We have linked
to the English version of this legislation.

Belgian Shipping Code

Belgian Shipping Code and its implementing decrees

Ship Register

Regulation (EC) No 789/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 on
the transfer of cargo and passenger ships between registers within the Community

Royal Decree of 26 June 2020 on the registration of seagoing vessels

Safety and security

Royal decree of 20 July 1973 concerning the maritime inspection regulation
This Royal Decree implements and/or transposes amongst others:

e |nternational Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended,
and related Protocols,

e |nternational Convention on Load Lines (LL), 1966, as amended, and related
Protocol,

e Directive 2001/96/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 December
2001 establishing harmonised requirements and procedures for the safe loading
and unloading of bulk carriers.

Royal Decree of 25 April 2016 on equipment for seagoing vessels and the organisation of market
surveillance

This Royal Decree transposes:

e Directive 2014/90/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014
on marine equipment, and its implementing acts, as well as the delegated acts
based on this document.
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http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/nrmlx_en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:91:0::NO::P91_ILO_CODE:C186
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_wet/rech.pl?language=nl&view_numac=
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/advanced-search-form.html?qid=1536224254266&action=update
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2019/05/08/2019A12565/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_wet/article.pl?language=nl&arrexec=1&dt=BELGISCH+SCHEEPVAARTWETBOEK&nl=n&choix1=en&trier=afkondiging&lg_txt=N&type=&sort=&numac_search=2019A12565&cn_search=&caller=list&&view_numac=2019a12565n
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32004R0789&qid=1720529518316
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2020/06/26/2020031121/justel
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/wetgeving-en-regelgeving
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32001L0096
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2016/04/25/2016014132/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32014L0090&qid=1739203349152
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_IMPLEMENTING=32014L0090&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_DELEGATED=32014L0090&lang=en

Royal decree of 20 November 2024 on specific stability requirements for ro-ro passenger ships

This Royal Decree transposes:

e Directive 2003/25/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 April
2003 on specific stability requirements for ro-ro passenger ships

Royal Decree of 12 December 2024 on the measurement of ships

Regulation (EC) No 336/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2006
on the implementation of the International Safety Management Code within the Community and
repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 3051/95

Royal Decree of 4 June 2023 on maritime security

Regulation (EC) No 725/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004
on enhancing ship and port facility security

Directive 2009/45/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 May 2009 on safety
rules and standards for passenger ships

Royal Decree of 5 September 2023 establishing the legal framework for non-SOLAS vessels

Prevention of marine pollution

Royal Decree of 15 July 2020 on environmentally friendly shipping

This Royal Decree implements and/or transposes amongst others:

e International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as
modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto and by the Protocol of 1997
(MARPOL), as amended, and related Protocols,

e |nternational Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships
(AFS), 2001, as amended,

e |nternational Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water
and Sediments, 2004, as amended,

e The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound
Recycling of Ships, 2009.

e Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20
November 2013 on ship recycling
Reference is also made to the implementing acts based on this document.

Regulation (EU) No 530/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2012 on
the accelerated phasing-in of double-hull or equivalent design requirements for single-hull oil
tankers
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https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2024/11/20/2024009776/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32003L0025
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2024/12/12/2024010825/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32006R0336
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2023/06/04/2023041897/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32004R0725
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009L0045
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2023/09/05/2023044795/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2020/07/15/2020042450/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R1257&qid=1558423275093
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_IMPLEMENTING=32013R1257&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32012R0530

Regulation (EC) No 782/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 April 2003 on
the prohibition of organotin compounds on ships (AFS)

Regulation (EC) No 1005/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 September
2009 on substances that deplete the ozone layer

Regulation (EU) 2015/757 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2015 on the
monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport
(MRV)

Reference is also made to the implementing acts, as well as the delegated acts based
on this document.

Regulation (EU) 2023/1805 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 September 2023
on the use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime transport

Reference is also made to the implementing acts, as well as the delegated acts based
on this document.

Directive 2005/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on
ship-source pollution and on the introduction of penalties for infringements

Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003
establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading within the Community

Directive (EU) 2016/802 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 relating
to areduction in the sulphur content of certain liquid fuels

Directive (EU) 2019/883 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on port
reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships

Seafarers

Royal decree of 22 August 2020 relating to seafarers

This Royal Decree implements and transposes amongst others:

e International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers (STCW ) as amended, including the 1995 and Amendments,

e Directive (EU) 2022/993 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 June
2022 on the minimum level of training of seafarers.

Law of 13 June 2014 on the implementation and enforcement of the application of the Maritime
Labour Convention 2006

This law implements and transposes:
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32003R0782
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009R1005
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32015R0757&qid=1544702991588
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_IMPLEMENTING=32015R0757&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_DELEGATED=32015R0757&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32023R1805&qid=1722851562092
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_IMPLEMENTING=32023R1805&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?type=advanced&DTS_DOM=ALL&DTS_SUBDOM=ALL_ALL&SUBDOM_INIT=ALL_ALL&DB_DELEGATED=32023R1805&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32005L0035
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32003L0087&qid=1682330200922
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32016L0802&qid=1558017421717
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32019L0883&qid=1559914842631
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2020/08/22/2020042375/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32022L0993&qid=1666171851766
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2014/06/13/2014204102/justel

e Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006).

Royal Decree of 30 July 2021 to optimise the dispositions on maritime labour

This Royal Decree implements and transposes:

e Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006).

Royal decree of 4 August 2014 determining the on-board complaint procedure for ships flying
the Belgian flag and establishing the model of the complaint form

Royal decree of 7 March 2016 to determine categories of persons that are not seafarers in
application of article 28/1 of the law of 3 June 2007 on various labour provisions

Royal decree of 15 November 2021 concerning essential resources on board ships

This Royal Decree transposes:

e Council Directive 92/29/EEC of 31 March 1992 on the minimum safety and health
requirements for improved medical treatment on board vessels

Royal decree of 4 July 2023 on intoxication in shipping

Workplace well-being code

Law of 4 August 1996 on well-being of workers in the performance of their work

Law of 3 June 2007 containing various labour provisions

Law of 22 December 2009 on the regulation of smoke-free environments and the protection of
the public from tobacco smoke

Royal Decree of 28 January 2010 on the determination of the conditions for the smoking ban sign
and the installation of a ventilation system

Royal decree of 12 March 2003 on the enforcement of provisions in respect of seafarers' hours
of work on board ships calling at Belgian ports

Royal decree of 27 April 2008 establishing the manner in which the capacity of the shipowners’
authorized representative for the recruitment of seafarers is proven
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https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/nrmlx_en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:91:0::NO::P91_ILO_CODE:C186
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2021/07/30/2021031949/justel
https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/nrmlx_en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:91:0::NO::P91_ILO_CODE:C186
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2014/08/04/2014204593/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2016/03/07/2016200898/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2021/11/15/2021033871/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:31992L0029
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2023/07/04/2023031064/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2017/04/28/2017A10461/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/1996/08/04/1996012650/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2007/06/03/2007012307/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2009/12/22/2009024496/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2010/01/28/2010024038/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2003/03/12/2003014062/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2008/04/27/2008012514/justel

Organisation Belgian Flagstate — Recognised Organisations

Royal Decree of 14 July 2020 on enforcement of the shipping regulation
This Royal Decree transposes and implements:

e Directive 2009/21/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009
on compliance with flag State requirements,

e Directive 2009/15/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009
on common rules and standards for ship inspection and survey organisations and for
the relevant activities of maritime administrations,

e Regulation (EC) No 391/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23
April 2009 on common rules and standards for ship inspection and survey
organisations

Accident investigation

Royal Decree of 21 November 2005 on the regulation of the investigation of accidents and
incidents at sea.

Directive 2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009
establishing the fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents in the maritime
transport sector

GDPR

Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation)

This list is not exhaustive.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009L0021&qid=1558016645814
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009L0015
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009R0391
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2005/11/21/2005014192/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009L0018
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32016R0679&qid=1674128526670

