Annex 1/Rev.2: Index of regulations and
BMI Circulars by conventions

Annex 1/Rev.2 to BMI Circular 2025/002 Guidelines and Instructions on “Satisfaction of the
Administration” in the instruments of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and on
Belgian Requirements.

Adjustments to the previous version of this Annex are highlighted in yellow.

Annex 1/Rev.2: Index of regulations and BMI Circulars by conventions replaces previous version
of Index of regulations and BMI Circulars by conventions.
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l. General

A. Survey and certification

1. (Belgian) Recognised Organisations and IACS

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMl) is the authorized department of the Belgian Maritime
Administration of the Ministry of Transport of the Kingdom of Belgium acting as flag state for the survey
and certification of ships.

In Belgium, the Recognised Organisations are authorized by the Belgian Maritime Authority to carry out
the regulatory inspections, audits and certification on its behalf relating to ships flying the Belgian flag,
in accordance with the Working Agreement and its annex, the Work Matrix. The Work Matrix lists the
certificates and documents that a Belgian ship is required to carry on board, as well as their delegation.
This list is not exhaustive. The Work Matrix also includes the working instructions provided to the
Recognised Organisations in relation to these items. These will not be copied into this document.

When Recognised Organisation is mentioned in this document, this is limited to Belgian Recognised
Organisations. The list of Belgian Recognised Organisations can be found on our website.

The International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) provides classification, statutory
certification and services to Recognised Organisations acting on behalf of a flag Administration, as well
as assistance to the maritime industry and regulatory authorities in the field of maritime safety and
pollution prevention, based on the accumulation of maritime knowledge and technology. Every Belgian
Recognised Organisation is a member of IACS.

The interpretations of IACS are to be taken into account, unless otherwise instructed by the delegated
official of the BMI and in so far as the interpretations are consistent with the international, European
and Belgian regulations. The BMI itself sometimes refers to IACS interpretations. The IACS
interpretations can be found on the IACS website.

2. General requirement to carry valid certificates

No seagoing vessel flying the Belgian flag is allowed to sail without a valid Certificate of Seaworthiness
and the relevant valid international certificates. This is based on article 2.2.3.6, § 2, of the Belgian
Shipping Code.

3. Marine Equipment Directive (MED)

The installation and functioning of all the equipment are in accordance with the description of technical
documentation, including timely maintenance, service, calibration, testing, certification and/or
examination if applicable. Special attention is given to the EU Directive 2014/90/EU on marine
equipment, also known as the MED Directive, and the implementing and delegated acts based on it.

The relevant international maritime safety conventions for MED compliance are SOLAS, MARPOL and
COLREG, in consolidated version, together with their protocols and codes of mandatory application, as
well as with the resolutions and circulars of the IMO giving effect to those conventions in their up-to-date
version. Equipment within the scope of the MED Directive is equipment which is required by these
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https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2019/05/08/2019A12565/justel
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2019/05/08/2019A12565/justel
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32014L0090&qid=1711530865252

international instruments, and which lay down specific requirements for the approval by the flag State of
equipment to be placed on board ships.

Commission Implementing Regulations based on EU Directive 2014/90/EU provide a comprehensive list
of design, construction and performance requirements and testing standards for MED equipment, as
well as the dates from which the testing standards are applicable. These requirements are considered
to be part of this list and are therefore in principle not included in the list below.

An MED database is provided by EMSA. This MED Portal includes the list of the approved products that
can be carried on board EU Member State-flagged ships.

4. Inventory of equipment

When an international certificate holds an inventory of equipment, this inventory should mention only
the equipment placed on board a ship for use in order to comply with international instruments and not
the voluntarily placed equipment on board. However, all the equipment on board must be fully
functioning.

5. Fire control and safety plans

a) Conventional ships
From 1 January 2026, the Recognised Organisations are responsible for the approval of fire control plans
and safety plans of convention ships for all new plans issued on or after that date, as well as for all
amended plans that require approval.

After approval, the Recognised Organisation shall validate all its pages and submit the plans to the BMI.

The BMI reserves the right to fully review the submitted plan and to make comments which may result in
changes to this plan.

b) Vessels below convention size (<500GT) and pontoons
From 1 January 2026, the Recognised Organisations are responsible for the plan approval of fire control
plans and safety plans of vessels below convention size (<500 GT) and pontoons. This applies only to fire
control plans and safety plans:

- In case of a newbuilding or an extensive modification of an existing ship,
- When an existing ship flying a foreign flag considers to be registered in the Belgian registry,
- When changes are made to an existing plan.

After approval, the Recognised Organisation shall validate all its pages and submit the plans to the BMI
for final approval.

The BMI reserves the right to fully review the submitted plan and to make comments which may result in
changes to this plan.
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6. Vessels with an Alternative Design or Arrangement, including
those using alternative fuels

a) Newbuilding or extensive modification
In the case of a newbuilding, an extensive modification or a retrofit with an alternative design or
arrangement, including alternative fuels, the instructions and authorizations for the Recognised
Organisation are set out in BMI Circular 2026/002", available on our website.

b) Change of flag
In the event of a change of flag, the Company shallimmediately notify the BMI when an alternative design
or arrangement, is included in the certification of the vessel, including alternative fuels.

Following this notification, the BMI will issue specific instructions detailing the actions and
documentation required by the shipowner, the operator and the Recognised Organisation. The BMI will
subsequently conduct an evaluation of the vessel and the provided documents.

The shipowner and the Company shall take due account of the fact that the BMI requires an adequate
amount of time to complete this evaluation. The change of flag may only proceed once the BMI has
finalized its assessment and has formally granted its acceptance. It is therefore the responsibility of the
shipowner or the Company to initiate the notification process sufficiently in advance to ensure that the
evaluation can be completed without causing undue delay to the flag change procedure.

B. Explanation of the list

In this document the Belgian / BMI? requirements are listed, mostly linked to a regulation of an
international instrument.

Regulation: This refers to the specific regulation of the international instrument.
Regulation title: This refers to the title of the specific regulation of the international instrument.
Paragraph text: This refers to the text of the international instrument.

Belgian / BMI requirements: This gives the Belgian / BMI requirements linked to the mentioned
regulation of the international instrument. Requirements from other BMI Circulars will not be copied.
Instead, key obligations are referenced to ensure alignment and clarity.

Where IMO resolutions or circulars are quoted, they can be found via this link:

- IMO Resolutions via this link: Index of IMO Resolutions,
- IMOcirculars via the IMO web accounts at www.imo.org.

Where IACS documents are quoted, they can be found via this link: Safer and Cleaner Shipping - IACS.

This list does not claim to be exhaustive and should be applied in conjunction with the international,
European and Belgian legislation in force.

" BMI Circular 2026/002 Instructions on Alternative Design & Arrangements
2 BMI: Belgian Maritime Inspectorate
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C.

Contact

Unless otherwise specified, the BMI can be contacted:

- Preferably by email:

- Byphone:

Il.  SOLAS

Ship.Belflag@mobilit.fgov.be,
+32 (0) 2277 42 50 (secretarial office Flag State).

A. Chapter |- General Provisions
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
I/4(a) Reg. 1/4 (a) A ship which is not normally All requests for exemptions must
Exemptions engaged on international voyages be submitted to BMI. The
but which, in exceptional application form can be found on
circumstances, is required to our website via Forms.
undertake a single international
voyage may be exempted by the
Administration from any of the
requirements of the present
Regulations provided that it
complies with safety requirements
which are adequate in the opinion
of the Administration for the
voyage which is to be undertaken
by the ship.
1/4(b) Reg. 1/4 (b) The Administration may exempt | All requests for exemptions must
Exemptions any ship which embodies features | be submitted to BMI. The
of a novel kind from any of the application form can be found on
provisions of Chapters II-1, lI-2, lll. | our website via Forms.
I/5(a) Reg. 5: Where the present Regulations BMI Circular 2026/002° must be

Equivalents

require that a particular fitting,
material, appliance or apparatus,
or type thereof, shall be fitted or
carried in a ship, or that any
particular provision shall be made,
the Administration may allow any
other fitting, material, appliance or
apparatus, or type thereof, to be

consulted to determine if the
instructions on Alternative Design
& Arrangements should be
applied.

3 BMI Circular 2026/002 Instructions on Alternative Design & Arrangements
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fitted or carried, or any other
provision to be made in that ship, if
it is satisfied by trial thereof or
otherwise that such fitting,
material, appliance or apparatus,
or type thereof, or provision, is at
least as effective as that required
by the present Regulations.

B.

Chapter II-1 — Construction — Subdivision and Stability,
Machinery and Electrical Installations

including lines shall be selected, in
order to ensure occupational
safety and safe mooring of the
ship, based on the guidelines
developed by the Organization.
Ship-specific information shall be
provided and kept on board.

9 For all ships, mooring
equipment, including lines, shall
be inspected and maintained in a
suitable condition for their
intended purposes.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
[1-1/3-6.5.3 | Reg. 3-6: 5.3 For oil tankers of less than The BMI will decide whether this is
Access to and 5,000 tonnes deadweight, the acceptable on a case-by-case
within spaces Administration may approve, in basis. This will need to be verified
in, and forward | special circumstances, smaller by a practical demonstration.
of, the cargo dimensions for the openings
area of oil referred to in paragraphs 5.1 and
tankers and 5.2, if the ability to traverse such
bulk carriers openings or to remove an injured
person can be proved to the
satisfaction of the Administration.
[1-1/3-8.7 Reg. 3-8: 7 For ships of 3000 gros tonnage The following guidelines and
1-1/3-8.9 Towing and and above, the mooring interpretations must be applied:
mooring arrangement shall be designed, - IMO Circular
equipment and the mooring equipment

MSC.1/Circ.1619 Guidelines
on the design of mooring
arrangements and the
selection of appropriate
mooring equipment and
fitting for safe mooring, as
amended,

- IMO Circular
MSC.1/Circ.1620 Guidelines
forinspection and
maintenance of mooring
equipment including lines, as
amended.

www.mobilit.belgium.be
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appliances and
anchor
handling
winches

provisions of paragraphs 2.1 and
2.4 do not apply to lifting
appliances which have a safe
working load below 1,000 kg.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
[1-1/3-9 Reg. II-1/3-9: 1 Ships constructed on or after 1 Circumstances where compliance
Means of January 2010 shall be provided may be deemed unreasonable or
embarkation with means of embarkation on and | impractical will be evaluated on a
on and disembarkation from ships for use | case-by-case basis.
disemb?rkation in port.and in port related IMO Circular
from ships operations, such as gangways and | \yse 4/circ.1331/Rev.1 Guidelines
accommodation ladders, in for construction, installation,
accordance with paragraph 2, .
o i maintenance and
unless the Adm|n|§trat|on d.eems inspection/survey of means of
that compliance with a particular embarkation and disembarkation,
provision is unreasonable or .
must be applied.
impractical.
2 The means of embarkation and
disembarkation required in
paragraph 1 shall be constructed
and installed based on the
guidelines developed by the
Organization.
3 For all ships the means of
embarkation and disembarkation
shall be inspected and maintained
in suitable condition for their
intended purpose, taking into
account any restrictions related to
safe loading. All wires used to
support the means of embarkation
and disembarkation shall be
maintained as specified in
regulation 111/20.4.
[1-1/3- Reg. 3-13: The Administration shall The BMI has determined that the
13.1.3 Lifting determine to what extent the requirements of 2.1 and 2.4 are

not applicable on lifting
appliances with an SWL* below
1000 kg.

Nevertheless, shipowners and
operators are encouraged to apply
these requirements on a voluntary
basis.

4 SWL: safe working load

www.mobilit.belgium.be
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

In all cases, the following
minimum safety measures shall
be applicable:

- Each appliance must be
permanently and legibly
marked with its SWL and
documentary evidence of the
SWL shall be retained on
board.

- Shipowners and operators
should assess the appliances’
usage and associated risks,
and incorporate procedures for
inspection, maintenance, and
training/familiarization within
the Safety Management System
(SMS).

- Records shall, where
applicable, be in compliance
with the requirements of IMO
Circular MSC.1/Circ.1663.

Furthermore, with regard to lifting
appliances with an SWL below
1000 kg installed on or after 1
January 2026, these shall be load
tested and thoroughly examined
by the manufacturer prior
installation onboard and provided
with a certificate of test.

[1-1/3-13.2 | Reg. 3-13: 2 Design, construction and The following IMO Circulars must
Lifting installation be applied:

appliances and
anchor
handling
winches

- IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1662
Guidelines for anchor handling
winches,

- IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1663
Guidelines for Lifting
Appliances,

- IMO MSC.1/Circ.1696 Unified
interpretation of SOLAS
regulation 11-1/3-13.2.4.

’

The definition ‘competent person
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

and ‘responsible person’ from
IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1663
apply. The competent person
must be acceptable as such to the
Recognised Organisation.

All records shall be recorded in
the Register of Ship's Lifting
Appliances and Cargo Handling
Gear. The format used shall
comply with the requirements of
IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1663.
Formats of the Belgian
Recognised Organisations are
also acceptable.

The register of lifting appliances
and cargo handling gear must be
signed by the Recognised
Organisation after the annual
survey has been carried with
satisfactory results.

[1-1/5.2

Reg. 5: Intact
stability
information

2 The Administration may allow the
inclining test of an individual cargo
ship to be dispensed with provided
basic stability data are available
from the inclining test of a sister
ship and itis shown to the
Satisfaction of the Administration
that reliable stability information
for the exempted ship can be
obtained from such basic data, as
required by regulation 5-1. A
weight survey shall be carried out
upon completion and the ship
shall be inclined whenever in
comparison with the data derived
from the sister ship, a deviation
from the lightship displacement
exceeding 1% for ships of 160 m or
more in length and 2% for ships of
50 m or less in length and as
determined by linear interpolation
for intermediate lengths or a

A ship is considered as a sister
ship of another ship when it is built
by the same yard from the same
plans as this ship (MSC/Circ.1158
Unified interpretation of SOLAS
Chapter II-1).

www.mobilit.belgium.be
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

deviation from the lightship
longitudinal centre of gravity
exceeding 0.5% of Ls is found.

[1-1/5.4
[1-1/5.5

Reg. 5: Intact
stability
information

4 Where any alterations are made
to a ship so as to materially affect
the stability information supplied
to the master, amended stability
information shall be provided. If
necessary, the ship shall be re-
inclined. The ship shall be re-
inclined if anticipated deviations
exceed one of the values specified
in paragraph 5.

5 At periodical intervals not
exceeding five years, a lightweight
survey shall be carried out on all
passenger ships to verify any
changes in lightship displacement
and longitudinal centre of gravity.
The ship shall be re-inclined
whenever, in comparison with the
approved stability information, a
deviation from the lightship
displacement exceeding 2% or a
deviation of the longitudinal centre
of gravity exceeding 1% of L is
found or anticipated.

IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1362
Unified interpretation of SOLAS
Chapter lI-1, as revised, and IACS
UI SC 297 Amendment to
stability/loading information in
conjunction with the alterations of
lightweight (Aug 2022) must be
applied.

[1-1/5-1.1

Reg. 5-1:
Stability
information to
be supplied to
the master

1 The master shall be supplied
with such information to the
Satisfaction of the Administration
as is necessary to enable him by
rapid and simple processes to
obtain accurate guidance as to the
stability of the ship under varying
conditions of service. A copy of the
stability information shall be
furnished to the Administration,

The suitability of the stability
information supplied to the master
will be assessed by the approving
Recognised Organisation as part
of the approval process for each
individual ship on a case-by-case
basis.

The guidelines from IMO Circular
MSC/Circ.456° and IMO Circular
MSC/Circ.1228¢%, as well as the

5 MSC/Circ.456 Guidelines for the preparation of intact stability information
5 MSC/Circ.1228 Revised guidance to the master for avoiding dangerous situations in adverse weather
and sea conditions
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
recommendations of Part B,
Chapter 3 Guidance in preparing
stability information, of the IS
Code should be taken into
account.
-1/11 Reg. 11: Initial 1 Testing watertight spaces not With regard to the application of
testing of intended to hold liquids and cargo | IACS Unified Interpretation UR S14
watertight holds intended to hold ballast by Testing Procedures of Watertight

bulkheads, etc.

filling them with water is not
compulsory. When testing by filling
with water is not carried out, a
hose test shall be carried out
where practicable. This test shall
be carried out in the most
advanced stage of the fitting out of
the ship. Where a hose test is not
practicable because of possible
damage to machinery, electrical
equipment insulation or outfitting
items, it may be replaced by a
careful visual examination of
welded connections, supported
where deemed necessary by
means such as a dye penetrant
test or an ultrasonic leak test or an
equivalent test. In any case a
thorough inspection of the
watertight bulkheads shall be
carried out.

2 The forepeak, double bottom
(including duct keels) and inner
skins shall be tested with water to
a head corresponding to the
requirements of regulation 10.1.

3 Tanks which are intended to hold
liquids, and which form part of the
watertight subdivision of the ship,
shall be tested for tightness and
structural strength with water to a
head corresponding to its design
pressure. The water head is in no
case to be less than the top of the

Compartments, as revised, the
BMI may consider Part Aon a
case-by-case basis.

Part B will not be considered, even
for sister ships.

IACS UR S14 is available on the
IACS website: https://iacs.org.uk/.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements

title
airpipesortoalevelof2.4m
above the top of the tank,
whichever is the greater.
4 The tests referred to in
paragraphs 2 and 3 are for the
purpose of ensuring that the
subdivision structural
arrangements are watertight and
are not to be regarded as a test of
the fithess of any compartment for
the storage of oil fuel or for other
special purposes for which a test
of a superior character may be
required depending on the height
to which the liquid has access in
the tank or its connections.

[1-1/15.2 Reg. 15: 2 The arrangement and efficiency The requirements from IACS Ul SC
Openings in the | of the means for closing any 156 ‘Doors in watertight bulkheads
shell plating opening in the shell plating shall of cargo ships and passenger
below the be consistent with its intended ships’, as well as the requirements
bulkhead deck | purpose and the positionin which | of the relevant Recognised
of passenger itis fitted and generally to the Organisation’s rules must be
ships and the Satisfaction of the Administration. | applied.
freeboard deck
of cargo ships

[1-1/15.8.5 | Reg. 15: 8.5 All shell fittings and valves The requirements of the relevant
Openingsin the | required by this regulation shall be | Recognised Organisation’s rules
shell plating of steel, bronze or other approved must be applied.
below the ductile material. Valves of ordinary
bulkhead deck | castiron or similar material are not
of passenger acceptable. All pipes to which this
ships and the regulation refers shall be of steel
freeboard deck | or other equivalent material to the
of cargo ships Satisfaction of the Administration.

1-1/16.1 Reg. 16.1: 1In all ships: The requirements of the relevant

Construction
and initial tests
of watertight
closures

1.1 The design, materials and
construction of all watertight
closures such as doors, hatches,
sidescuttles, gangway and cargo
ports, valves, pipes, ash-chutes

Recognised Organisation’s rules
must be applied.
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closed during navigation. The time
at which such doors are opened or
closed shall be recorded in such

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
and rubbish-chutes referred to in
these regulations shall be to the
Satisfaction of the Administration.
11-1/16-1 Reg. 16-1: 1 Watertight decks, trunks, The requirements of the relevant
Construction tunnels, duct keels and ventilators | Recognised Organisation’s rules
and initial tests | shall be of the same strength as must be applied.
of watertight watertight bulkheads at
decks, trunks, corresponding levels. The means
etc. used for making them watertight,
and the arrangements adopted for
closing openings in them, shall be
to the satisfaction of the
Administration. Watertight
ventilators and trunks shall be
carried at least up to the bulkhead
deck in passenger ships and up to
the freeboard deck in cargo ships.
11-1/20.2 Reg. 20: 2 Water ballast should notin The carriage of water ballastin
Loading of general be carried in tanks tanks intended for oil fuel is not
ships intended for oil fuel. In shipsin permitted on ships flying the
which itis not practicable to avoid | Belgian flag. If it is considered
putting water in oil fuel tanks, oily- | necessary in exceptional cases,
water separating equipment to the | the BMI must be consulted for
satisfaction of the Administration further instructions on the
shall be fitted, or other alternative measures to be taken in
means, such as discharge to shore | connection with the disposal of
facilities, acceptable to the the oily water ballast.
Administration shall be provided
for disposing of the oily-water
ballast.
1-1/22.5 Reg. 22: 5 Watertight doors fitted in These requirements are applicable
1-1/22.12 Prevention and | watertight bulkheads dividing for SOLAS regulations 11-1/22, |-
control of cargo spaces on tween decks in 1/23 and lI-1/24.
11-1/22.13 water ingress, accordance with regulation 13.8.1 Entries shall be made in the official
1-1/22.14 | etc. shall be closed before the voyage logbook recording the following:
commences and shall be kept
[1-1/22.16

(a) the times of the last closing,
before the ship proceeds on
any voyage, of the watertight
doors and other closing
appliances referred to in
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

logbook as may be prescribed by
the Administration.

12 The master shall ensure, before
any voyage commences, that an
entry in such logbook as may be
prescribed by the Administration is
made of the time the doors
specified in paragraph 13 are
closed and the time at which
particular doors are opened in
accordance with paragraph 14.

13 Hinged doors, portable plates,
sidescuttles, gangway, cargo and
bunkering ports and other
openings, which are required by
these regulations to be kept
closed during navigation, shall be
closed before the voyage
commences. The time at which
such doors are opened and closed
(if permissible under these
regulations) shall be recorded in
such logbook as may be
prescribed by the Administration.

14 Where in a between-deck, the
sills of any of the sidescuttles
referred to in regulation 15.3.2 are
below a line drawn parallel to the
bulkhead deck at side of
passenger ships and the freeboard
deck at side of cargo ships, and
having its lowest point 1.4 m plus
2.5% of the breadth of the ship
above the water when the voyage
commences, all the sidescuttles in
that between-deck shall be closed
watertight and locked before the
voyage commences, and they
shall not be opened before the
ship arrives at the next port. In the
application of this paragraph the
appropriate allowance for fresh

regulations 11-1/22, II-1/23 and
[1-1/24 and of the next
opening of such doors and
closing appliances;

(b) the times of the opening and
closing of any watertight door
pursuant to regulations II-
1/22, 11-1/23 and 11-1/24;

(c) the times when portable
plates referred to in regulation
[1-1/22 are fitted in place and
the times of any removal and
replacement of such plates
whilst the ship is on any
voyage; and

(d) the occasions on which drills
are held and inspections
made in compliance with
these Regulations and
whether or not the closing
appliances and devices to
which any such drill or
inspection relates are in good
working order when the drill or
inspection takes place.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

water may be made when
applicable.

16 If cargo is carried in spaces
referred to in regulation 15.5.2, the
sidescuttles and their deadlights
shall be closed watertight and
locked before the cargo is shipped
and the time at which such
scuttles and deadlights are closed
and locked shall be recorded in
such logbook as may be
prescribed by the Administration.

[1-1/23.2
[1-1/23.6
[1-1/23.8

Reg.23: Special
requirements
for ro-ro
passenger
ships

2 Documented operating
procedures for closing and
securing all shell doors, loading
doors and other closing
appliances which, if left open or
not properly secured, could, in the
opinion of the Administration, lead
to flooding of a special category
space or ro-ro space, shall be kept
on board and posted at an
appropriate place.

6 Notwithstanding the
requirements of paragraph 3, the
Administration may permit some
accesses to be opened during the
voyage, but only for a period
sufficient to permit through
passage and, if required, for the
essential working of the ship.

8 Notwithstanding the

requirements of paragraph 7, the
Administration may permit some
accesses within such bulkheads

only for sufficient time to permit
through passage and, if required,
for the essential working of the
ship.

to be opened during the voyage but

Reference is made to the Belgian /
BMI requirements mentioned
under Reg. II-1/22: Prevention and
control of water ingress, etc.
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Steering gear

the hydraulic type, shall achieve
standards equivalent to the
requirements of this paragraph to

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
11-1/24.3 Reg. 24: Ships' | 3 Watertight doors or ramps fitted | Reference is made to the Belgian/
Distress to internally subdivide large cargo | BMI requirements mentioned
Signals spaces shall be closed before the under Reg. II-1/22: Prevention and
voyage commences and shall be control of water ingress, etc.
kept closed during navigation. The
time at which such doors are
opened or closed shall be
recorded in such logbook as may
be prescribed by the
Administration.
[1-1/29.1 Reg. 29: 1 Unless expressly provided The following guidelines and
1-1/29.2.1 Steering gear otherwise, every ship shall be interpretations must be applied:
provided with a main steering gear | \5 Gircular MSC.1/Circ.1398
and an .auxm.aw steering gear to Mechanical, hydraulic and
the S.a'flsfac.tlon of the ) ) electrical independency and
Administration. Th_e main s’Feerlng failure detection and response
gear and the auxiliary steering gear of steering control systems, as
shall be so arranged that the
) ) amended,
failure of one of them will not ~ IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1416
render the other one inoperative. Unified interpretation of SOLAS
2.1 All the steering gear regulations 11-1/28, 1I-1/29 and
components and the rudder stock 11-1/30, as revised,
shall be of sound and reliable - IACS Ul SC 94 Mechanical,
construction to the Satisfaction of hydraulic and electrical
the Administration. Special independency and failure
consideration shall be given to the detection and response of
suitability of any essential steering control systems, and
component which is not - IACS UI SC 242 Arrangements
duplicated. Any such essential for steering capability and
component shall, where function on ships fitted with
appropriate, utilize anti-friction propulsion and steering
bearings such as ball bearings, systems other than traditional
roller bearings or sleeve bearings arrangements for a ship’s
which shall be permanently directional control.
lubricated or provided with
lubrication fittings.
[1-1/29.6.3 | Reg. 29: 6.3 Steering gears, other than of The requirements of the relevant

Recognised Organisation’s rules
must be applied.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

the Satisfaction of the
Administration.

[1-1/42.1.3

Reg. 42:
Emergency
Source of
Electrical
Power in
Passenger
Ships

1.3 The location of the emergency
source of electrical power and
associated transforming
equipment, if any, the transitional
source of emergency power, the
emergency switchboard and the
emergency electric lighting
switchboards in relation to the
main source of electrical power,
associated transforming
equipment, if any, and the main
switchboard shall be such as to
ensure to the Satisfaction of the
Administration that a fire or other
casualty in spaces containing the
main source of electrical power,
associated transforming
equipment, if any, and the main
switchboard or in any machinery
space of category A will not
interfere with the supply, control
and distribution of emergency
electrical power. As far as
practicable the space containing
the emergency source of electrical
power, associated transforming
equipment, if any, the transitional
source of emergency electrical
power and the emergency
switchboard shall not be
contiguous to the boundaries of
machinery spaces of category A or
those spaces containing the main
source of electrical power,
associated transforming
equipment, if any, or the main
switchboard.

A fire or other casualty in spaces
containing the main source of
electrical power, associated
transforming equipment, if any,
and the main switchboard, orin
any machinery space of category
A, will not interfere with the
supply, control and distribution of
emergency electrical power.

The Recognised Organisation
verifies this:

- during plan approval,
- by simulation during
commissioning of the ship.

[1-1/43.1.3

Reg. 43:
Emergency
Source of

1.3 The location of the emergency
source of electrical power,
associated transforming

Afire or other casualty in spaces
containing the main source of
electrical power, associated
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Power in Cargo
Ships

source of emergency power, the
emergency switchboard and the
emergency lighting switchboard in
relation to the main source of
electrical power, associated
transforming equipment, if any,
and the main switchboard shall be
such as to ensure to the
satisfaction of the Administration
that a fire or other casualty in the
space containing the main source
of electrical power, associated
transforming equipment, if any,
and the main switchboard, orin
any machinery space of category A
will not interfere with the supply,
control and distribution of
emergency electrical power. As far
as practicable the space
containing the emergency source
of electrical power, associated
transforming equipment, if any,
the transitional source of
emergency electrical power and
the emergency switchboard shall
not be contiguous to the
boundaries of machinery spaces
of category A or those spaces
containing the main source of
electrical power, associated
transforming equipment, if any,
and the main switchboard.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
Electrical equipment, if any, the transitional | transforming equipment, if any,

and the main switchboard, or in
any machinery space of category
A, will not interfere with the
supply, control and distribution of
emergency electrical power.

The Recognised Organisation
verifies this:

- during plan approval,
- by simulation during
commissioning of the ship.

Precautions

equipment, cables and wiring shall

11-1/45.6.1 Reg. 45: 6.1. Each separate circuit shall be | Refrigeration rooms must be fitted
Precautions protected against short circuit and | with a close in alarm, audible in
against Shock, | againstoverload, except as the galley.
Fire and other permitted in regulations 29 and 30
Hazards of or where the Administration may
Electrical exceptionally otherwise permit.
Origin

11-1/45.11 Reg. 45: 11 In tankers, electrical IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1557

Revised hazardous area
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

against Shock,
Fire and other

not be installed in hazardous
locations unless it conforms with

classification (application of
SOLAS Regulation 11-1/45.11), as

requirements

installations shall be to the

Hazards of standards not inferior to those revised, must be applied.

Electrical acceptable to the IMO. However,

Origin for locations not covered by such
standards, electrical equipment,
cables and wiring which do not
conform to the standards may be
installed in hazardous locations
based on arisk assessment to the
Satisfaction of the Administration,
to ensure that an equivalent level
of safety is assured.

[1-1/46.2 Reg. 46: 2 Measures shall be taken to the Appropriate class notation of
General satisfaction of the Administration 'Unattended Machinery Space' on
(PARTE - to ensure that the equipment is the certificate of class must be

. functioning in a reliable manner maintained. Furthermore, a 'dead
Additional ) . .
. and that satisfactory man's alarm' is to be provided
requirements ) i
- arrangements are made for regular | which must comply with the
for periodically | ) ] )
inspections and routine tests to requirements of the IMO
unattended ) ) )
. ensure continuous reliable International Code of Alerts and
machinery i i o )
operation. Indicators, more specific section
spaces)
8.1 'Personnel alarm'.
For existing vessels joining the
Belgian Flag, this requirement
must be met not later than the first
scheduled drydocking after
registration.

11-1/46.3 Reg. 46: 3 Every ship shall be provided with | Appropriate class notation of
General documentary evidence, to the 'Unattended Machinery Space' on
(PARTE - satisfaction of the Administration, | the certificate of class must be
Additional of |t.s fl.tness to operate with . maintained.

. periodically unattended machinery
requirements
for periodically spaces.
unattended
machinery
spaces)

11-1/53 Reg. 53: 1 The special requirements for the | The requirements of the relevant

Special machinery, boiler and electrical Recognised Organisation’s rules

must be applied.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

for machinery,
boiler and
electrical
installations

satisfaction of the Administration
and shall include at least the
requirements of this Regulation.

2 The main source of electrical
power shall comply with the
following: ...

3 Where stand-by machines are
required for other auxiliary
machinery essential to propulsion,
automatic change-over devices
shall be provided.

4 Automatic control and alarm
system ...

5 Means shall be provided to keep
the starting air pressure at the
required level where internal
combustion engines are used for
main propulsion.

[1-1/55.3
[1-1/55.4

Reg. 55:
Alternative
design and
arrangements

3 Engineering analysis

The engineering analysis shall be
prepared and submitted to the
Administration, based on the
guidelines developed by the
Organization and shallinclude, as
a minimum, the following
elements:

.1 determination of the ship type,
machinery, electrical
installations, low-flashpoint
fuel storage and distribution
systems and space(s)
concerned;

.2 identification of the prescriptive
requirement(s) with which the
machinery, electrical
installations and low-flashpoint
fuel storage and distribution
systems will not comply;

Where reference is made to 'based
on’ or ‘taking into account’ the
Guidelines developed by the
Organization', BMI Circular
2026/002 “shall be applied.

For newbuildings, extensive
modifications, retrofits and ships
changing to the Belgian flag
involving an alternative design or
arrangement, timely notification
to the Administration is required.
Reference is made to section [.A.6
Vessels with an Alternative Design
or Arrangement, including those
using alternative fuels.

7 BMI Circular 2026/002 Instructions on Alternative Design & Arrangements
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

.3 identification of the reason the
proposed design will not meet
the prescriptive requirements
supported by compliance with
other recognized engineering or
industry standards;

.4 determination of the
performance criteria for the
ship, machinery, electrical
installation, low-flashpoint fuel
storage and distribution system
or the space(s) concerned
addressed by the relevant
prescriptive requirement(s): ...

.5 detailed description of the
alternative design and
arrangements, including a list of
the assumptions used in the
design and any proposed
operational restrictions or
conditions;

.6 technical justification
demonstrating that the
alternative design and
arrangements meet the safety
performance criteria; and

.7 risk assessment based on
identification of the potential
faults and hazards associated
with the proposal.

4 Evaluation of the alternative
design and arrangements

4.1 The engineering analysis
required in paragraph 3 shall be
evaluated and approved by the
Administration, taking into
account the guidelines developed
by the Organization.
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C.

Chapter |I-2 — Fire Prevention, Fire Detection and Fire

Extinction
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
[1-2/2.2.1.7 | Reg. 2: Fire 2.1 In order to achieve the fire Operating handles of the safety
safety safety objectives set out in and fire extinguishing equipment
objectives and | paragraph 1 above, the following must be painted red.
functional functional requirements are

requirements

embodied in the regulations of this
chapter as appropriate:

.7 ready availability of fire-
extinguishing appliances

These mustinclude at least the
operating handles for the fire
hydrants, the fire isolation valves,
the fire dampers in ventilation
ducts, the closing appliances for
exterior ventilation inlets or outlets
and the fixed fire extinguishing
system release handles.

flammable oils

where the Administration is
satisfied that they are necessary.
Such flexible pipes and end
attachments shall be of approved
fire-resisting materials of
adequate strength and shall be
constructed to the satisfaction of
the Administration. For valves,
fitted to oil fuel tanks and which
are under static pressure, steel or
spheroidal-graphite cast iron may
be accepted. However, ordinary
castiron valves may be used in
piping systems where the design
pressure is lower than 7 bar and

I1- Reg. 11-2/4.2 Oil fuel pipes, which, if damaged, [deleted]
2/4.2.2.3.4 | Arrangements | would allow oil to escape from a
for oil fuel, storage,...
lubrication oil
and other
flammable oils
- Reg. 4.2: 2.2.5.1 Oil fuel pipes and their Flexible hoses as part of fuel pipes
2/4.2.2.5.1 | Arrangements | valves and fittings shall be of steel | must be kept to a minimum and
for oil fuel, or other approved material, except | must be of a type accepted by a
lubrication oil that restricted use of flexible pipes | Belgian Recognised
and other shall be permissible in positions Organisation. A list of the Belgian

Recognised Organisations can be
found on our website. When
flexible oil fuel pipes are
considered, it must be
demonstrated to the RO that they
are strictly necessary, and the
following criteria have been met:

- must not be used in high
pressure fuel injection systems

- must be installed and replaced
in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions

- must allow sufficient free
movement to be provided to
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centralization of the fire-
extinguishing system controls, the
required shutdown arrangements
(e.g. ventilation, fuel pumps, etc.)
and that additional fire-
extinguishing appliances and other
fire-fighting equipment and
breathing apparatus may be
required.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
the design temperature is below accommodate vibration and
60 degrees C. avoid contact.
1- Reg. 1-2/4.2 In multi-engine installations which | [deleted]
2/4.2.2.5.5 | Arrangements are supplied from the same fuel
for oil fuel, source...
lubrication oil
and other
flammable oils
[1-2/5.2.1.1 | Reg.5.2: The main inlets and outlets of all All ventilation openings, inlet and
Control of air ventilation systems shall be outlet, of machinery spaces,
supply and capable of being closed from machinery spaces of category “A”,
flammable outside the spaces being service spaces, accommodation
liquid to the ventilated. The means of closing and cargo spaces have to be
space shall be easily accessible as well provided with ventilation closing
as prominently and permanently devices. The closing devices have
marked and shall indicate whether | to be operated outside the
the shutoff is open or closed. location and may be hand
operated or power operated.
[1-2/5.2.3.1 | Reg.5.2: For periodically unattended A fire safety station comprises the
Control of air machinery spaces, the controls of the fire extinguishing
supply and Administration shall give special systems and the closing devices.
flammable consideration to maintaining the Afire safety station is a fire control
liquid to the fire integrity of the machinery . .
room outside the engine room.
space spaces, the location and

On vessels < 3000 GT, this may be
divided into a maximum of 2
separate locations, subject to the
following conditions and to the
satisfaction of the BMI:

- Locations above the freeboard
deck,

- Easily and safely accessible
from the exterior deck,

- Controls for each group of
equipment shall be in the same
location.

Controls relating to the systems
and equipment in the emergency
generator room are not part of this
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
requirement and may be activated
locally.
For existing vessels joining the
Belgian flag, this requirement must
be met no later than the first
scheduled drydocking after
registration.
11-2/7.3.2 Reg. 7: 3 Initial and periodical tests Appropriate equipment for testing
Detection and 3.9 The function of fixed fire the fire detection and alarm
alarm . . system shall be on board and shall
detection and fire alarm systems ) )
shall be periodically tested to the be in accordance with the .
satisfaction of the Administration manufefcturer's. recommendations
by means of equipment producing and/or instructions.
hot air at the appropriate
temperature, or smoke or aerosol
particles having the appropriate
range of density or particle size, or
other phenomena associated with
incipient fires to which the
detector is designed to respond.
- Reg. 10: Fire- 2.1.2 Ready availability of water There shall be an automatic start
2/10.2.1.2 | fighting supply of at least one fire pump or a

The arrangements for the ready
availability of water supply shall
be:

.1in passenger ships:

.1.1 of 1,000 gross tonnage and
upwards such that at least
one effective jet of water is
immediately available from
any hydrantin an interior
location and so as to ensure
the continuation of the
output of water by the
automatic starting of one
required fire pump;

.1.2 of less than 1,000 gross
tonnage by automatic start
of at least one fire pump or
by remote starting from the

remote start from a control station
that is permanently manned.
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Belgian / BMI requirements

navigation bridge of at least
one fire pump. If the pump
starts automatically or if the
bottom valve cannot be
opened from where the
pump is remotely started,
the bottom valve shall
always be kept open; and

.1.3 if fitted with periodically
unattended machinery
spaces in accordance with
regulation II-1/54, the
Administration shall
determine provisions for
fixed water fire-extinguishing
arrangement for such
spaces equivalent to those
required for normally
attended machinery spaces;

.2in cargo ships:

.2.1 to the Satisfaction of the
Administration; and

.2.2 with a periodically
unattended machinery
space or when only one
person is required on watch,
there shall be immediate
water delivery from the fire
main system at a suitable
pressure, either by remote
starting of one of the main
fire pumps with remote
starting from the navigating
bridge and fire control
station, if any, or permanent
pressurization of the fire
main system by one of the
main fire pumps, except that
the Administration may
waive this requirement for
cargo ships of less than
1,600 gross tonnage if the
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comply with the Fire Safety
Systems Code

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
fire pump starting
arrangementin the
machinery space isin an
easily accessible position.
- Reg. 10: Fire- 2.3.2.1 Ships shall be provided The number of fire hoses is equal
2/10.2.3.2. | fighting with fire hoses the number and to the requirements in SOLAS
1 diameter of which shall be to the Regulation 1-2/10.2.3.2.3.
satisfaction of the Administration.
- Reg. 10: Fire- 3.2 Arrangement of fire IMO Circ. MSC.1/Circ.1275 Unified
2/10.3.2.1 fighting extinguishers interpretation of Solas Chapter II-2
3.2.1 Accommodation spaces, on the number a?nd a.mrrangement of
service spaces and control portable flre extinguishers on
stations shall be provided with boar,d ships, as amended, must be
portable fire extinguishers of applied.
appropriate types and in sufficient
number to the satisfaction of the
Administration. Ships of 1,000
gross tonnage and upwards shall
carry at least five portable fire
extinguishers.
- Reg. 10.10: 10.1 Types of fire-fighter's outfits Fire-fighter’s outfits shall meet the
2/10.10.1.1 | Fire-fighter’s 1 Fire-fishter's outfits shall ;taqdards requiregl fOI'.StI’LICtL:II’al
outfits firefighting operations including

indoor and enclosed spaces.

Fire-fighter’s outfits shall therefore

comply with:

- Testing standard EN 469:2005
incl. A1:2006 and AC:2006,
level 2 (Xr2 + Xf2 + Y2 + Z2) if
brought onboard before
25/08/2024,

- Testing standard EN 469:2020 if
brought onboard from
25/08/24. These outfits must be
exclusively certified where
compliant with ‘level of
protection’ X2 and ‘grade of
protection’ Y2+Z2.

The two additional sets of fire-
fighter’s outfits as required by
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Belgian / BMI requirements

Solas Regulation 11-2/18 Helicopter
facilities, more specifically
paragraph 5.8, may be of a type
suitable for outdoor firefighting
operations. These shall be clearly
marked to be used only for
firefighting at helicopter
facilities.

Not later than 1 January 2026, all
fire-fighter’s outfits on board of
Belgian flagged vessels shall meet
at least requirements in the first
paragraph. Other fire-fighter’s
outfits must be removed.
However, this is not required for
the fire-fighter’s outfits used
exclusively at helicopter facilities.

[1-2/13.4.2

Reg. 13.4:
Means of
escape from
machinery
spaces

Means of escape from each
machinery space in cargo ships
shall comply with the following
provisions.

4.2.1 Escape from machinery
spaces of category A

4.2.3 Escape from machinery
spaces other than those of
category A

With regard to SOLAS Regulation
[1-2/13.4.2, steering gear rooms
accessible exclusively from within
the vessel are to be categorized as
a "machinery space other than
those of category A". These spaces
must therefore be provided with at
a minimum of 2 escape routes.

For existing vessels joining the
Belgian flag, this requirement must
be met no later than the first
scheduled drydocking after
registration.

For vessels having escape trunks
not extending down to the lowest
deck levelin the engine room, the
Recognised Organisation shall
provide a technical justification on
why the emergency escape trunk
cannot be extended to the lowest
deck level. The justification must
include considerations such as
lack of space due to structural
design, equipment and/or
machinery installations blocking
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egulation

g

=7
i~
=
(1)

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

the area, and the need for
maintenance access and space. It
is further recommended to include
a description of how the present
arrangement supports safe and
easy access to the escape trunk.

The justification must be kept on
board the ship and be available for
presenting to the PSC or other
parties when required. Reference
is made to IMO Circular
MSC.1/Circ.1689 &in which the
IMO invites PSC Authorities to
adopt a pragmatic approach in the
inspection of such arrangements.

During an evacuation/ rescue drill,
the crew must be able to
demonstrate that an injured
person on a stretcher can be safely
evacuated from the lowest deck,
up to the ladder and into the
protected trunk. The BMI therefore
strongly recommends that the
Safety Management System (SMS)
includes procedures for regular
rescue drills involving the
evacuation of injured persons from
the engine room.

-
2/14.2.1.2

Reg. 14:
Operational
readiness and
maintenance

Fire-fighting systems and
appliances shall be kept in good
working order and readily available
forimmediate use. Portable
extinguishers which have been
discharged shall be immediately
recharged or replaced with an
equivalent unit.

IMO Circular
MSC.1/Circ.1318/Rev.18,
paragraph 6.1.2, must be applied
for the periodic inspection and
hydrostatic testing of high-
pressure CO, cylinders installed in
fixed fire-extinguishing systems.

Starting from 1 January 2027, the
following transitional measures

8 MO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1318/Rev.1 Revised guidelines for the maintenance and inspections of fixed
carbon dioxide fire-extinguishing systems
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apply for the internal inspection
and hydrostatic test®:

1. New and existing ships with
high-pressure cylinders less

than 10 years old

At the 10-year inspection, at
least 10% of the total number of
cylinders shall be subjected to
an internal inspection and
hydrostatic test.

If one or more cylinders fail, 50%
of all cylinders on board shall be
tested.

If further cylinders fail, all
cylinders should be tested.

Before the 20-year anniversary,
and at every 10-year anniversary
thereafter, 100% of the cylinders
shall be subjected to a
hydrostatic test.

2. Existing ships with cylinders
older than 10 years but younger
than 20 years, with less than 10
% cylinders previously
hydrostatically tested

No later than the next scheduled
inspection of the outside of the
ship's bottom, 10% of the
cylinders shall be tested. If one
or more cylinders fail, 50% of the
cylinders shall be tested. If
further cylinders fail, all cylinders
shall be tested.

Before the 20-year anniversary,
and at every 10-year anniversary
thereafter, 100% of the cylinders

°® Reference is made to standard ISO 18119:2018 — Gas cylinders — Seamless steel and seamless
aluminium-alloy gas cylinders and tubes — Periodic inspection and testing.
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Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

shall be subjected to a
hydrostatic test.

3. Existing ships with
high-pressure cylinders aged
20 years or more

All cylinders that have not been
tested within the past 10 years
shall be hydrostatically tested no
later than the next inspection of
the outside of the ship's bottom.

Thereafter, 100% of the cylinders
shall be hydrostatic tested at
each 10-year anniversary.

D.

Chapter lll - Life-saving appliances and arrangements (LSA)

Life-saving appliances or arrangements replaced or added to existing life-saving appliances or
arrangements, are required to comply with the applicable requirements of SOLAS Chapter llI
and the LSA Code.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

/4.2.2 Reg. 4: 2 Before giving approval to life- The Commission Implementing
Evaluation, saving appliances and Regulations and Commission
testing and arrangements, the Administration Delegated Regulations based on

approval of life-
saving
appliances and
arrangements

shall ensure that such life-saving
appliances and arrangements: .2
have successfully undergone, to
the satisfaction of the
Administration, tests which are
substantially equivalent to those
specified in those
recommendations.

EU Directive 2014/90/EU of marine
equipment (MED Directive) must
be applied. They provide a
comprehensive list of design,
construction and performance
requirements and testing
standards for MED equipment, as
well as the dates from which the
testing standards are applicable.
This list is regularly updated.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

1/21.1.1.1 | Reg. 21: 1 Survival craft The BMI will decide on a case-by-
Survival craft . case basis whetheritis
and rescue .1-1 Passgnger ships engaged on acceptable to substitute lifeboats

international voyages which are with liferafts of equivalent total
boats not short international voyage capacity.

shall carry: Such approval requires a

.1 partially or totally enclosed fjocun'.]ente.d.risk. analysis,

. . . including mitigating measures,

lifeboats complying with the . . .

) : which must be integrated into the
requirements of section 4.5 or 4.6 ship’s Safety Management System
of the Code on each side of such and reflected in crew training and
aggregate capacity as will drills.
accommodate not less than 50%
of the total number of persons on
board. The Administration may
permit the substitution of lifeboats
by liferafts of equivalent total
capacity provided that there shall
never be less than sufficient
lifeboats on each side of the ship
to accommodate 37.5% of the
total number of persons on board.

The inflatable or rigid liferafts shall
comply with the requirements of
section 4.2 or 4.3 of the Code and
shall be served by launching
appliances equally distributed on
each side of the ship;

11/32.3 Reg. 32: 3 Immersion suits Reference is made to BMI Circular
Per'.sonal life- 3.1 This paragraph applies to all 2006/001 Immersion Suits.
saving cargo ships. However, with
appliances

respect to cargo ships constructed
before 1 July 2006, paragraphs 3.2
to 3.5 shall be complied with not
later than the first safety
equipment survey on or after 1 July
2006.

3.2 An immersion suit of an
appropriate size, complying with
the requirements of section 2.3 of
the Code shall be provided for
every person on board the ship.
However, for ships other than bulk
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Regulation
title

Paragraph text
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carriers, as defined in regulation
IX/1, these immersion suits need
not be required if the ship is
constantly engaged on voyages in
warm climates where, in the
opinion of the Administration,
immersion suits are unnecessary.

3.3 If a ship has any watch or work
stations which are located
remotely from the place or places
where immersion suits are
normally stowed, including
remotely located survival craft
carried in accordance with
regulation 31.1.4 additional
immersion suits of an appropriate
size shall be provided at these
locations for the number of
persons normally on watch or
working at those locations at any
time.

3.4 Immersion suits shall be so
placed as to be readily accessible
and their position shall be plainly
indicated.

3.5 The immersion suits required
by this regulation may be used to
comply with the requirements of
regulation 7.3.

E. Chapter |V -Radio Communications
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
IV/4.1.1 Reg. 4: Every ship, while at sea, shall be Taking into account the
Functional capable of: amendments to SOLAS Chapter IV

requirements

.1 performing the GMDSS
functions, ...

adopted by IMO Resolution
MSC.496(105) and other related
instruments emanating from the
modernization of the Global
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Maritime Distress and Safety
System (GMDSS), the BMI requires
the application of IMO Circular
COMSAR.1/Circ.32/Rev.3 on
Harmonization of GMDSS
requirements for radio
installations on board SOLAS
ships, as from 1 January 2024.

IV/15.7

Reg. 15:
Maintenance
requirements

On ships engaged on voyages in
sea areas A3 or A4, the availability
shall be ensured by using a
combination of at least two
methods such as duplication of
equipment, shore-based
maintenance or at-sea electronic

approved by the Administration.

maintenance capability, as may be

For SOLAS ships constructed
before 1 January 2024, provided
that no new GMDSS radio
equipmentis installed on board
after this date, the BMl accepts
that ships operating only
occasionally in sea area A4, which
originally installed an MF/HF radio
installation, may, instead of the
additional MF/HF radio
installation, be equipped with any
recognised mobile satellite
service ship earth station (SES),
even without coverage of sea area
A4, complying with the
requirements of SOLAS regulation
IV/10.1.1.

In such cases, the provisions of
IMO Resolution A.702(17)
concerning radio maintenance
guidelines for the Global Maritime
Distress And Safety System
applicable to sea areas A3 and A4,
shall apply.

This acceptance is subject to the
condition that the Company
carries out a documented risk
analysis demonstrating that
distress and safety
communications can be reliably
performed at all times during
operations in sea area A4.

This risk analysis should consider
the intended routes and duration
of operations in sea area A4, the
frequency of such operations, and
the availability and reliability of
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MF/HF communications, satellite
services, and any other reliable
communication systems providing
coverage in sea area A4.

The risk analysis must confirm that
an equivalent level of safety and
distress communication is
maintained. The documentation
must be kept on board and made
available to the BMIl and the
Recognised Organisation upon
request.

IV/16.1

Reg. 16: Radio
personnel

1 Every ship shall carry personnel
qualified for distress, urgency and
safety communications purposes
to the satisfaction of the
Administration. The personnel
shall be holders of the appropriate
certificates specified in the Radio
Regulations; one of the personnel
shall be desighated as having
primary responsibility for
communications during distress
incidents.

Reference is made to BMI Circular
2011/001 Minimum Safe Manning

v/17

Reg. 17: Radio
records

Arecord shall be kept, to the
satisfaction of the Administration
and as required by the Radio
Regulations, of all incidents
connected with the radio
communication service which
appear to be of importance to
safety of life at sea.

A Radio Logbook compliant with
the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)
specified format, can be accepted.

F.

Chapter V — Safety of Navigation

Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

Reg. V/14.2

Reg. 14: Ships'
manning

2 For every ship to which chapter |
applies, the Administration shall:

.1 establish appropriate
minimum safe manning

Reference is made to BMI Circular
2011/001 Safe Manning.

For ships to which the IGF Code is
applicable, reference is also made
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
following a transparent to BMI Circular 2026/003
procedure, taking into account | Transitional provisions for Belgian-
the relevant guidance adopted certified seafarers and crews on
by the Organization; and Belgian-flagged IGF Code ships.
.2 issue an appropriate minimum
safe manning document or
equivalent as evidence of the
minimum safe manning
considered necessary to
comply with the provisions of
paragraph 1.

Reg.V/18.8 | Reg. 18: 8 The voyage data recorder IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1576
Approval, system, including, all sensors, Unified interpretation of the
surveys and shall be subjected to an annual provisions of SOLAS relating to the
performance performance test annual testing of the VDR, S-VDR,
standards of AIS and EPIRB, must be applied.
navigational
systems and
equipment and
voyage data
recorder

Reg.V/18.9 | Reg. 18: 9 The automatic identification IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1576
Approval, system (AIS) shall be subjected to | Unified interpretation of the
surveys and an annual test. provisions of SOLAS relating to the
performance annual testing of the VDR, S-VDR,
standards of AIS and EPIRB, must be applied.
navigational
systems and
equipment and
voyage data
recorder

Reg. Reg. 19: 2.1 All ships irrespective of size SOLAS requires vessels to be

V/19.2.1.1 Carriage shall have: equipped with a magnetic

requirements
for shipborne
navigational

systems and

equipment

.1 a properly adjusted standard
magnetic compass, or other
means, independent of any
power supply to determine the
ship's heading and display the
reading at the main steering
position;

compass or other means of
determining the ship’s heading
thatis independent of any power
supply.

The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate
does not consider the use of
multiple gyro compasses and/or
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
GNSS compasses to meet this
requirement.
Reg. Reg. 19: 2.1 All ships irrespective of size Reference is made to:
V/19.2.1.4 Carri.age shall have: - BMI Circular 2008/001
reqwr.ements .4 nautical charts and nautical Electronic Charts,
for s‘:hlp'borne publications to plan and display | - BMI Circular 2016/001
navigational the ship's route for the intended Electronic and digital nautical
syst'ems and voyage and to plot and monitor publications.
equipment positions throughout the
voyage. An electronic chart
display and information system
(ECDIS) is also accepted as
meeting the chart carriage
requirements of this
subparagraph. Ships to which
paragraph 2.10 applies shall
comply with the carriage
requirements for ECDIS
detailed therein.
Reg. Reg. 22: 1 Ships of not less than 55 m in 1.Remote camera system
V/22.1.6 Navigation length, as defined in regulation Th
] o e use of a remote camera
Reg. bridge visibility | 2.4, constructed on or after.‘l July system may be accepted as
V/22.2 1998, shall meet the following means for achieving the view of the
Reg. requirements: ship's side from the bridge wing,
V/22.3 .6 The ship's side shall be visible | when a provided a closed circuit

from the bridge wing;

2 Ships constructed before 1 July
1998 shall, where practicable,
meet the requirements of
paragraphs 1.1 and 1.2. However,
structural alterations or additional
equipment need not be required.

3 On ships of unconventional
design which, in the opinion of the
Administration, cannot comply
with this regulation, arrangements
shall be provided to achieve a level
of visibility that is as near as

television system conform IMO
Circular MSC.1/Circ.1350/Rev.1"°,
more specific paragraph 4, must
be provided on board the vessel as
means for achieving adequate
navigation bridge visibility.

The BMI will decide on a case-by-
case basis whether this is
acceptable.

2. Castle stowage practice on

container ships (or pyramid or
blind sector stowage) is a

" IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1350/Rev.1 Unified interpretations of SOLAS Chapter V

www.mobilit.belgium.be

BMI Circ. 2025/001 — Annex 1/Rev.2

Page 37 / 82



http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/schip-onder-belgische-vlag/bmi-circulaires
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/schip-onder-belgische-vlag/bmi-circulaires

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
practical to that prescribed in this | container stowage practice thatis
regulation. not accepted by the BMI.
G. ChapterVI-Carriage of Cargoes and Oil Fuels
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
VI/6.1 Reg. 6: 1 Prior to loading a solid bulk Reference is made to SOLAS
Acceptability cargo, the master shall be in Regulation 1I-1/5-1 on stability
for shipment possession of comprehensive information to be supplied to the
information on the ship's stability Master.
and on the distribution of cargo for
the standard loading conditions.
The method of providing such
information shall be to the
satisfaction of the Administration.
H. Chapter VIl - Carriage of Dangerous Goods

Reference is made to our website.

Chapter VIII = Nuclear Ships

Belgium has no nuclear ships flying Belgian flag.

J.

Chapter IX-Management for the safe operation of ships

(ISM)

Reference is made to BMI Circular 2005/003 ISM - Flagstate interpretations and procedures, as

revised.

More information on the ISM Code can be found further in this document under ‘XIlI.A. ISM Code’.

K.

Chapter X - High-Speed Craft

To be completed.
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L.

Chapter XI-1 - Special Measures for Maritime Safety

Requirements and clarification on the SOLAS Regulation 5 Continuous Synopsis Record can be found
in BMI Circular 2025/001 Continuous Synopsis Record (CSR).

Authorization
of recognized
organizations

organizations, referred to in
regulation I/6, including
classification societies, in
accordance with the provisions of
the present Convention and with
the Code for Recognized
Organizations (RO Code),
consisting of part 1 and part 2 (the
provisions of which shall be
treated as mandatory) and part 3
(the provisions of which shall be
treated as recommendatory), as
adopted by the Organization by
resolution MSC.349(92), as may be
amended by the Organization,
provided that:

(a) amendments to part 1 and part
2 of the RO Code are adopted,
brought into force and take effect
in accordance with the provisions
of article VIl of the present
Convention;

(b) amendments to part 3 of the
RO Code are adopted by the
Maritime Safety Committee in
accordance with its Rules of
Procedure; and

(c) any amendments adopted by
the Maritime Safety Committee
and the Marine Environment
Protection Committee are
identical and come into force or
take effect at the same time, as
appropriate.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
XI1-1/1 Reg. 1: The Administration shall authorize | The delegation of regulatory

services related to the issue of
certificates for ships flying the
Belgian flag between the Minister
with responsibility for Shipping and
the Recognised Organisations is
regulated by the Working
Agreement and its annex, the Work
Matrix.

This is in accordance with the EU
Regulation 391/2009 and EU
Directive 2009/15 as amended.
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requirements
for the
investigation of
marine
casualties and
incidents

conduct investigations of marine
casualties and incidents, in
accordance with the provisions of
the present Convention, as
supplemented by the provisions of
the Code of the International
Standards and Recommended
Practices for a Safety Investigation
into a Marine Casualty or Marine
Incident (Casualty Investigation
Code) adopted by resolution
MSC.255(84), and:

.1 the provisions of parts | and Il of
the Casualty Investigation Code
shall be fully complied with;

.2 the related guidance and
explanatory material contained in
part Il of the Casualty
Investigation Code should be
taken into account to the greatest
possible extent in order to achieve
a more uniform implementation of
the Casualty Investigation Code;

.3 amendments to parts | and Il of
the Casualty Investigation Code
shall be adopted, brought into
force and take effectin
accordance with the provisions of
article VIII of the present
Convention concerning the
amendment procedures
applicable to the annex other than
chapter|; and

.4 part lll of the Casualty
Investigation Code shall be
amended by the Maritime Safety
Committee in accordance with its
rules of procedure.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

XI-1/6 Reg. 6: Taking into account regulation Requirements in BMI Circular
Additional 1/21, each Administration shall 2020/006 Notifications to Federal

Bureau for the Investigation of
Maritime Accidents (FEBIMA).

More information on the Federal
Bureau for the Investigation of
Maritime Accidents (FEBIMA) can
be found on our website.
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M. Chapter XI-2 — Special Measures for Maritime Security

More information on the ISPS Code can be found further in this document: link.

security alert to a competent
authority designated by the
Administration, which in these
circumstances may include the
Company, identifying the ship, its
location and indicating that the
security of the ship is under threat
or it has been compromised...

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

X1-2/6.2.1 Reg. 6: Ship The ship security alert system, Notification to the MIK must be
security alert when activated, shall: .1 initiate guaranteed in the case of a real
system and transmit a ship-to-shore alarm, as is stated in article

2.5.2.58 Belgian Shipping Code.
The notification is optional in the
case of a test alarm. The dedicated
email address is mik@mil.be.

Requirements and further
information on the ship security
alert system can be found in BMI-
CMB Circular 2023/002 ISPS -
Flagstate interpretations and
Procedure & Ship Security Plan.

N. Chapter Xll - Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers

To be completed.

O. Chapter Xlll - Verification of Compliance (lll Code)

To be completed.

P. Chapter XIV - Polar Waters

To be completed.

Q. Annex 1: Certificates and documents required to be carried

on board ship

The delegation to the Recognised Organisation of these certificates is recorded in the Work Matrix.
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Ill. MARPOL

A.

Annex | Regulations for the prevention of pollution by oil

Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

1/14.3

Reg.14: QOil
filtering
equipment

3 Ships, such as hotel ships,
storage vessels, etc., which are
stationary except for non-cargo-
carrying relocation voyages need
not be provided with oil filtering
equipment. Such ships shall be
provided with a holding tank
having a volume adequate, to the
satisfaction of the Administration,
for the total retention on board of
the oily bilge water. All oily bilge
water shall be retained on board
for subsequent discharge to
reception facilities.

The BMI will decide on a case-by-
case basis whether this is
acceptable.

1/14.5.3.1

Reg.14: Qil
filtering
equipment

5 The Administration may waive
the requirements of paragraphs 1
and 2 of this regulation for:

.3 with regard to the provision of
subparagraphs .1 and .2 above,
the following conditions shall
be complied with:

.1 the ship is fitted with a
holding tank having a volume
adequate, to the satisfaction
of the Administration, for the
total retention on board of
the oily bilge water.

The BMI will decide on a case-by-
case basis whether this is
acceptable.

1/17.1

Reg. 17: Oil
Record Book,
Partl -
Machinery
space
operations

1 Every oil tanker of 150 gross
tonnage and above and every ship
of 400 gross tonnage and above
other than an oil tanker shall be
provided with an Oil Record Book
Part | (Machinery Space
Operations). The Oil Record Book,
whether as a part of the ship's
official logbook, as an electronic

Instructions and further
information on the use of
Electronic Record Books for
MARPOL related Record Keeping
can be found in BMI Circular
2022/008.
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delivered on or before 1 June 1982,
as defined in regulation 1.28.3,
shall be provided with segregated
ballast tanks and shall comply
with the requirements of
paragraphs 2 and 3 of this
regulation, or alternatively operate
with dedicated clean ballast tanks
in accordance with the following
provisions:

.4 Every product carrier operating
with dedicated clean ballast
tanks shall be provided with a
Dedicated Clean Ballast Tank
Operation Manualt detailing the
system and specifying
operational procedures. Such a
Manual shall be to the
satisfaction of the

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
record book which shall be
approved by the Administration
taking into account the Guidelines
developed by the Organization, or
otherwise, shall be in the form
specified in appendix lll to this
Annex.
1/18.5 Segregated 5 Notwithstanding the provisions In determining the minimum
Ballast Tanks of paragraph 2 of this regulation draught and trim of oil tankers less
the segregated ballast conditions than 150 m in length to be
for oil tankers less than 150 qualified as oil tankers with
metres in length shall be to the segregated ballast tanks, the
satisfaction of the Administration. | guidance set outin Unified
Interpretations to the revised
MARPOL Annex |, as amended,
more specific Appendix 1
‘Guidance to administrations
concerning draughts
recommended for segregated
ballast tankers below 150 min
length’, must be applied.
1/18.8.4 Segregated 8 Every product carrier of 40,000 The provisions as required by
Ballast Tanks tonnes deadweight and above MARPOL Regulation 1/18.8.2 are

sufficient.
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Administration and shall
contain all the information set
out in the Specifications
referred to in subparagraph 8.2
of this regulation. If an
alteration affecting the
dedicated clean ballast tank
system is made, the Operation
Manual shall be revised
accordingly.

1/23.3.1

Reg. 23:
Accidental oil
outflow
performance

3 To provide adequate protection
against oil pollution in the event of
collision or stranding the following
shall be complied with:

.1 for oil tankers of 5,000 tonnes
deadweight (DWT) and above,
the mean oil outflow parameter
shall be as follows:

OM<=0.015 forC=<
200,000 m?
OM<=<0.012+ for 200,000
(0.003/200,000) |Im3<C<
(400,000-C) 400,000 m?
OM<0.012 forC=
400,000 m?

for combination carriers
between 5,000 tonnes
deadweight (DWT) and 200,000
m3 capacity, the mean oil
outflow parameter may be
applied, provided calculations
are submitted to the satisfaction
of the Administration,
demonstrating that after
accounting for its increased
structural strength, the
combination carrier has at least
equivalent oil out flow

The provisions of IMO Resolution
MEPC.122(52), Explanatory notes
on matters related to the
accidental oil outflow
performance under regulation 23
of the revised MARPOL Annex |, as
amended, must be taken into
account.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
performance to a standard
double hull tanker of the same
size havinga OM <=0.015.
OM<=0.021 forCs
100,000
m3
OM=0.015+ for
(0.006/100,000) ||100,000
(200,000-C) mé<Cs
200,000
m3
where:
Owm = mean oil outflow
parameter.
C =total volume of cargo oil,
in m3, at 98% tank filling.
1/36.1 Reg. 36: Oil 1 Every oil tanker of 150 gross Instructions and further
Record Book, tonnage and above shall be information on the use of
Partll - provided with an Oil Record Book Electronic Record Books for
Cargo/ballast Part Il (Cargo/Ballast Operations). | MARPOL related Record Keeping
operations The Oil Record Book Part I, can be found in BMI Circular
whether as a part of the ship's 2022/008.
official logbook or otherwise, shall
be in the Form specified in
appendix Il to this Annex.
B. AnnexlIl Regulations for the prevention of pollution by
noxious liquid substances in bulk
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
[1/15.1 Reg. 15: Cargo | 1 Every ship to which this Annex Instructions and further

record book

applies shall be provided with a
Cargo Record Book, whether as a

information on the use of
Electronic Record Books for
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
part of the ship's official loghook, MARPOL related Record Keeping
as an electronic record book which | can be found in BMI Circular
shall be approved by the 2022/003.
Administration taking into account
Guidelines developed by the
Organization*, or otherwise, in the
form specified in appendix Il to this
Annex.
C. Annexlll Regulations for the prevention of pollution by

harmful substances carried by sea in packaged form

To be completed.

D.

Annex IV Regulations for the prevention of pollution by
sewage from ships

To be completed.

E. AnnexV Regulations for the control of pollution by garbage
from ships
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
V/10.2 Reg. 10: Every ship of 100 gross tonnage The following.IMO resolutions
Placards, and above, and every ship whichis | Must be applied:
garbage certified to carry 15 or more - Resolution MEPC.220(63) 2012
management persons, and fixed or floating Guidelines for the development
plans and platforms shall carry a garbage of garbage management plans,
garbage management plan which the crew - Resolution MEPC.295(71) 2017

record-keeping

shall follow. This plan shall provide
written procedures for minimizing,
collecting, storing, processing and
disposing of garbage, including the
use of the equipment on board. It
shall also designate the person or
persons in charge of carrying out

Guidelines for the
implementation of MARPOL
Annex V.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements

title
the plan. Such a plan shall be
based on the guidelines developed
by the Organization and written in
the working language of the crew.

V/10.3 Reg. 10: 3 Every ship of 400 gross tonnage More information and instructions
Placards, and above and every ship which is | on the use of Electronic Record
garbage certified to carry 15 or more Books for MARPOL related Record
management persons engaged in voyages to Keeping can be found in BMI
plans and ports or offshore terminals under Circular 2022/003.
garbage the jurisdiction of another Party to
record-keeping | the Convention and every fixed or

floating platform shall be provided
with a Garbage Record Book. The
Garbage Record Book, whether as
a part of the ship's official logbook,
or as an electronic record book
which shall be approved by the
Administration taking into account
the Guidelines developed by the
Organization, or otherwise, shall
be in the form specified in
appendix Il to this Annex: ...

F. Annex VI Regulations for the Prevention of Air Pollution from

Ships

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

VI/2.1.2 Reg.2: 1 For the purpose of this Annex: "Ship constructed" means a ship

VI/2.1.28 Definitions .2 A similar stage of construction constructed as defined in

means the stage at which:

.1 construction identifiable
with a specific ship begins;
and

.2 assembly of that ship has
commenced comprising at
least 50 tonnes or one per

Regulation 2 of Annex VI to the
MARPOL Convention. The period
between the laying of the keel and
the entry into service of the ship
may hot exceed five years.

This is based on article 3.6.3, 83 of
the Royal Decree of 15 July 2020
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

cent of the estimated mass
of all structural material,
whichever is less.

.28 Ships constructed means
ships the keels of which are laid
or that are at a similar stage of
construction.

on environmentally friendly
shipping.

VI/6 Reg. 6: Issue or | 4 An International Energy For the applicable guidelines
endorsement Efficiency Certificate for the ship reference is made to ‘Guidelines
of Certificates shall be issued after a survey in and guidance on the carbon
and accordance with the provisions of | intensity of international shipping’
Statements of regulation 5.4 of this Annexto any | onthe IMO website.
Compliance ship of 400 gross tonhage and Although the Recognised
rglated to fuel gbove before that ship may engage Organisation performing the
oil in voyages to ports or offshore necessary tasks for DCS and ClI
consumption terminals under the jurisdiction of .

) ) does not necessarily need to act
reporting and other Parties. as Recognised Organisation for the
operational . .

6 Upon receipt of reported data issuance of the regulatory
.carbor.1 . pursuant to regulation 27.3 of this | certificates, the necessary
INteNsity rating | Annex and attained annual verifications for EEXI shall be

operational Cll pursuant to performed in full by the RO by
regulation 28.2 of this Annex, the which the vesselis classed.

Administration or any organization

duly authorized by it shall: .4 issue

a Statement of Compliance

related to fuel oil consumption

reporting and operational carbon

intensity rating to the ship ...

7 Upon receipt of reported data

pursuant to regulations 27.4, 27.5

or 27.6 of this Annex, the

Administration or any organization

duly authorized by it shall promptly

determine whether the data has

been reported in accordance with

regulation 27 and, if so, issue a

Statement of Compliance to the

ship...

VI/13.5.3 Reg. 13: 5.3 The tier and on/off status of The required records are to be
Nitrogen marine diesel engines installed on | recorded in the deck logbook.
Oxides (NOx) board a ship to which paragraph
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5.1 of this regulation applies which
are certified to both Tier Il and Tier
Il or which are certified to Tier Il
only shall be recorded in such
logbook as prescribed by the
Administration at entry into and
exit from an emission control area
designated under paragraph 6 of
this regulation, or when the on/off
status changes within such an
area, together with the date, time
and position of the ship.

More information on the use of
Electronic Record Books for
MARPOL related Record Keeping
can be found in BMI Circular
2022/003.

V1/13.7.21

Reg. 13:
Nitrogen
Oxides (NOx)

7.2 Paragraph 7.1 of this regulation
shall apply no later than the first
renewal survey that occurs 12
months or more after deposit of
the notification in paragraph 7.1. If
a shipowner of a ship on which an
approved method is to be installed
can demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the Administration
that the approved method was not
commercially available despite
best efforts to obtain it, then that
approved method shall be
installed on the ship no later than
the next annual survey of that ship
that falls after the approved
method is commercially available.

The BMI will decide on a case-by-
case basis whether this is
acceptable.

VI/14.6

Reg. 14:
Sulphur oxides
(SOx) and
particulate
matter

6 Those ships using separate fuel
oils to comply with paragraph 4 of
this regulation and entering or
leaving an emission control area
set forth in paragraph 3 of this
regulation shall carry a written
procedure showing how the fuel oil
changeover is to be done, allowing
sufficient time for the fuel oil
service system to be fully flushed
of all fuel oils exceeding the
applicable sulphur content
specified in paragraph 4 of this

A record of fuel oil changeover is to
be recorded in the deck logbook.
This requirement is based on the
Royal Decree of 15 July 2020 on
environmentally sustainable
shipping, more specific article
3.4.5.

More information and instructions
on the use of Electronic Record
Books for MARPOL related Record
Keeping can be found in BMI
Circular 2022/003.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements

title
regulation prior to entry into an
emission control area. The volume
of low sulphur fuel oils in each
tank as well as the date, time and
position of the ship when any fuel
oil changeover operation is
completed prior to the entry into
an emission control area or
commenced after exit from such
an area shall be recorded in such
logbook or electronic record book
as prescribed by the
Administration.

VI/14.8 Reg. 14: 8 If the competent authority of a Fuel oil sampling points to be used
Sulphur oxides | Party requires the in-use or must be clearly marked for easy
(SOx) and onboard sample to be analysed, it | identification and described in
particulate shall be done in accordance with either the piping diagram or other
matter the verification procedure set forth | relevant documents. This is based

in appendix VI to this Annex to on IMO Circular

determine whether the fuel oil MEPC.1/Circ.864/Rev.1 2019
being used or carried for use on Guidelines for on board sampling
board meets the requirements in for the verification of the sulphur
paragraph 1 or paragraph 4 of this | content of the fuel oil used on
regulation. The in-use sample shall | board ships, more specific

be drawn taking into account the paragraph 2.5.

guidelines developed by the

Organization. The onboard sample

shall be drawn taking into account

the guidelines developed by the

Organization.

VI/18.3 Reg. 18: Fuel 3. Fuel oil delivered to and used on | The Unified Interpretation of IMO
oil availability board a ship to which this Annex Circular MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.9,
and quality applies shall meet the following paragraph15 Application of

requirements:

.2 fuel oil derived by methods
other than petroleum refining
shall not:

.2.2 cause an engine to exceed
the applicable NOx
emission limit set forth in

regulation 18.3 for biofuel and
synthetic fuel must be applied.

Specifically for paragraph 15.2, a
marine diesel engine certified in
accordance with the requirements
of MARPOL Regulation VI/13,
which can operate on a biofuel or a
synthetic fuel or blends containing
these fuels without changes to its
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paragraphs 3, 4, 5.1.1 and
7.4 of regulation 13

NOx critical components or
settings/operating values outside
those as given by that engine's
approved Technical File, should be
permitted to use such a fuel oil
without having to undertake the
assessment as given by MARPOL
Regulation VI/18.3.2.2 under
following conditions:

- The biofuel or synthetic fuel to
be usedis a DM or RM grade fuel
meeting the ISO 8217
standards.

Confirmation from the NOx
Technical File compiler or engine
designer must be obtained to
confirm the marine diesel engine
can operate on the biofuel or
synthetic fuel without changes to
its NOx critical components or
settings/operating values outside
those as given by that engine’s
approved Technical File.

V1/18.5.2

Reg. 18: Fuel
oil availability
and quality

5.2 For each ship subject to
regulations 5 and 6 of this Annex,
details of low-flashpoint fuel or
gas fuel delivered to and used on
board that ship shall be recorded
by means of a bunker delivery note
that shallinclude at least the
information specified initems 1 to
6 of appendix V to this Annex, the
density as determined by a test
method appropriate to the fuel
type together with the associated
temperature and a declaration
signed and certified by the fuel oil
supplier's representative that the
fuel oilis in conformity with
paragraph 3 of this regulation. In
addition the sulphur content of a
low-flashpoint fuel or a gas fuel

The following Belgian requirement
only applies to ships for which the
IGC Code is applicable:

Where a gas cargo is used as fuel
and a bunker delivery note issued
by a fuel oil supplieris not
available, the fuel information
shall be recorded in a format
equivalent to the bunker delivery
note as per MARPOL Regulation
VI/5.2, as amended, and shall
ensure the following:

- Where LNG cargo is used as
fuel, the fuel information,
including properties,
composition, and quality, shall
include at least the information
specified in items 1 and 2 of the
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delivered to a ship specifically for Annexto the IGF Code (LNG -
use on board that ship shall be Bunker Delivery Note). Where
documented on the bunker applicable, cargo information
delivery note by the supplierin and cargo documents may be
terms of either the actual value as used and referenced if copies
determined by a test method are kept together with the fuel
appropriate to the fuel type or, information.
with the agreement of the - Where a gas cargo other than
appropriate authority at the port of LNG is used as fuel, the fuel
supply, a statement that the information, including
sulphur content, when tested by properties, composition, and
such a method, is less than quality, shall include all
0.001% m/m. necessary details to
demonstrate compliance with
MARPOL Regulation VI/13 and
Regulation VI/14, as amended
and conformity with MARPOL
Regulation VI/18.3.2, as
amended. Where applicable,
cargo information and cargo
documents may be used and
referred if copies are kept
together with the fuel
information.

- The fuel information shall be
obtained prior to the use of the
cargo or relevant parcel as fuel
on board.

- An appropriate method shall be
employed to record the
quantities of cargo used as fuel.

The fuel information shall be
readily available and retained on
board for the period specified in
MARPOL Regulation VI/18.6, as
amended.
VI/22 Reg. 22: 3 For each ship subject to The following guidelines must be

Attained regulation 24 of this Annex, the applied to new ships:

Energy Administration or any organization - Res.MEPC.364(79): 2022

Efficiency duly authorized by it shall report to

Design Index
(attained EEDI)

the Organization the required and
attained EEDI values and relevant
information, taking into account

Guidelines on the method of
calculation of the attained
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Plan (SEEMP)

2.2.7,2.2.9,2.2.11,2.2.14 to
2.2.16,2.2.22,and 2.2.26 t0 2.2.29
of this Annex:

.3 The SEEMP shall be subject to
verification and company
audits taking into account the
guidelines to be developed by
the Organization.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
the guidelines developed by the Energy Efficiency Design Index
Organization, via electronic (EEDI) for new ships
communication:
.1 within seven months of
completing the survey required
under regulation 5.4 of this
Annex; or
.2 within seven months following 1
April 2022 for a ship delivered prior
to 1 April 2022.
VI/25 Reg. 25: 1 For: Ships may be equipped with a
Required EEXI .1 each ship; and Shaft/ Engine Power Limitation
) ] system in order to comply with
-2 each ship which has | MARPOL Regulation VI/25
undergone a major conversion (Required EEXI). In case of use of a
which falls into one of the power reserve, the requirements
categories in regulations 2.2.5, of paragraph 3 of IMO Res.
2.2.7,2.2.9,2.2.11,2.2.14 to MEPC.335(76), as amended, shall
2.2.16,2.2.22,and 2.2.26 t0 2.2.29 . . .
and to which this chapter is be applied , including the
applicable, the attained EEXI shall | Notification to the Recognised
be as follows: Organisation and the competent
) ) authority of the relevant port of
Attained EEXI < Required EE.XI = | destination (83.4).
(1-y/100) * EEDI reference line
value More information can be found in
where Y is the reduction factor the Work Matrix, more specific
specified in Table 3 for the under C.IV.7 Shaft / Engine Power
required EEXI compared to the | Limitation System - Engine Power
EEDI reference line. Limitation system - Power reserve.
VI1/26.3.3 Reg. 26: Ship 3 Inthe case of a ship of 5,000 The aim of this company audit is to
Energy gross tonnage and above, which verify that the SEEMP is
Efficiency falls into one or more of the implemented by the Company and
Management categories in regulations 2.2.5, onboard its fleet.

Company audits related to the
SEEMP do not relieve the
company, management, those
undertaking delegated SEEMP
tasks, officers or seafarers of their
obligations as to compliance with
those requirements in MARPOL
regulation VI/28.
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The BMI has delegated the
company audits to the Recognised
Organisations. More information
can be found in the Work Matrix,
more specific under C.IV.5 SEEMP
Part Il - Company audit.

Each Company must undergo an
audit at least once every three
years. The three-year cycle is the
SEEMP Part lll revision cycle
associated with the ship(s). The
first cycle of which started on 1
January 2023 for ships delivered
prior to 1 January 2023.

SEEMP audit and ISM audit are two
distinct activities and date of
conducting both audits may differ.
General purpose of the SEEMP
audits is to verify the
implementation aspects:
monitoring, self-evaluation and
improvements, etc. The SEEMP
audit and ISM audit may be carried
out during the same visit as
combined audit, when the
Recognised Organisation is also
authorized for the ISM audit and by
suitably qualified persons for each
activity.

V. Load Lines 1966

For the purpose of this document, the Load Lines Convention 1966 (LL) also means the Load Lines
Protocol 1988. In this document, we list the references for LL 1996. These Belgian / BMI requirements
also apply to the corresponding provisions of the 1988 Protocol.

Reference is made to BMI Circular 2005/005 Multiple Load Line Assignment.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
Ann. |/ Reg. | Reg. 8: Details | Thering, lines and letters shall be The requirements of IACS Ul LL4
8 of Marking painted in white or yellow on a ‘Details of marking (Regulation 8)’,
dark ground or in black on a light as amended, must be applied.
ground. They shall also be
permanently marked on the sides
of the ships to the satisfaction of
the Administration. The marks
shall be plainly visible and, if
necessary, special arrangements
shall be made for this purpose.
Ann.I/Reg. | Reg. 11: Bulkheads at exposed ends of The following requirements must
11 Superstructure | enclosed superstructures shallbe | be applied:
End Bulkheads | of efficient construction and shall - JACS UR S3, Strength of End
be to. the satcisfaction of the Bulkheads of Superstructures
Administration. and Deckhouses, as amended,
and
- The requirements of the
relevant Recognised
Organisation’s rules.
Ann. |/ Reg. | Reg. 15: Pontoon Covers The requirements of the relevant
15(8) Hatchways (8) The strength and stiffness of Recognised Qrganisation’s rules
closed by covers made of materials other must be applied.
Portable than mild steel shall be equivalent
Covers and to those of mild steel to the
secured satisfaction of the Administration.
Weathertight
by Tarpaulins
and Battening
Devices
Ann. I/ Reg. | Reg. 16: Weathertight Covers The requirements of the relevant
16(3) Hatchways (3) The strength and stiffness of Recognised Qrganisation’s rules
closed by' covers made of materials other must be applied.
Weathertight than mild steel shall be equivalent
Covers of Steel to those of mild steel to the
or other satisfaction of the Administration.
equivalent

material fitted
with Gaskets
and Clamping
Devices
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title
Ann. |/ Reg. | Reg. 16: Means for Securing The requirements of the relevant
16(4) Hatchways Weathertightness Recognised Organisation’s rules
closed by_ (4) The means for securing and must be applied.
Weathertight maintaining weathertightness
Covers of Steel shall be to the satisfaction of the
o otcher Administration. The arrangements
equwe.\len.t shall ensure that the tightness can
m'aterlalfltted be maintained in any sea
with Gaskejcs conditions, and for this purpose
and'Clamplng tests for tightness shall be
Devices required at the initial survey, and
may be required at periodical
surveys and at annual inspections
or at more frequent intervals.
Ann. I/ Reg. | Reg. 22: (5) All valves and shell fittings The requirements of the relevant
22(5) Scuppers, required by this Regulation shall Recognised Organisation’s rules
Inlets and be of steel, bronze or other must be applied.
Discharges approved ductile material. Valves
of ordinary cast iron or similar
material are not acceptable. All
pipes to which this Regulation
refers shall be of steel or other
equivalent material to the
satisfaction of the Administration.
Ann. |/ Reg. | Reg. 24: (4) In ships having superstructures | The following requirements must
24.4 Freeing Ports which are open at either or both be applied:
ends, adequate provision for - IACS Ul LL 60, Freeing ports in
freeing the space within such way of wells in combination
superstructures shall be provided with open superstructures, as
to the satisfaction of the amended, and
Administration. - The requirements of the
relevant Recognised
Organisation’s rules.
Ann. I/ Reg. | Reg. 25: (1) The strength of the deckhouses | The requirements of the relevant
25(1) Protection of used for the accommodation of Recognised Organisation’s rules

the Crew

the crew shall be to the
satisfaction of the Administration.

must be applied.
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Ann. |/ Reg. | Reg. 25: (2) Efficient guard rails or bulwarks | The following requirements must
25(2) Protection of shall be fitted on all exposed parts | be applied:
the Crew of the freeboard and - IACS Ul LL 14, Protection of the
superstructure decks. The height crew, as amended,
of the bulwarks or guard rails shall - IACS Ul LL 47, Guard Rails, as
be at least 1 metre (39'2 inches) amended, and
from the deck, provided that where - The requirements of the
this height would interfere with the relevant Recognised
normal operation of the ship, a Organisation’s rules.
lesser height may be approved if
the Administration is satisfied that
adequate protection is provided.
Ann. I/ Reg. | Reg. 26: Gangway and Access The following requirements must
26(2) Speci.a.l (2) An efficiently constructed fore be applied:
Con'd|t|ons of and aft permanent gangway of - IACS UI LL 50, Protection of
ASS|gnmen.t for sufficient strength shall be fitted Crew (1966 Load Line
Type ‘A’ Ships on Type 'A' ships at the level of the Convention Regulation 25(4),
superstructure deck between the 26(2) and 27(7), 1988 Protocol
poop and the midship bridge or Regulation 25(4), 26(2) and
deckhouse where fitted, or 27(8) and SOLAS 11-1/3-3), as
equivalent means of access shall amended, and
be provided to carry out the - The requirements of the
purpose of the gangway, such as relevant Recognised
passages below deck. Elsewhere, Organisation’s rules.
and on Type 'A' ships without a
midship bridge, arrangements to
the satisfaction of the
Administration shall be provided to
safeguard the crew in reaching all
parts used in the necessary work
of the ship.
Ann. 1/ Reg. | Reg. 39: (2) Where the bow height required | The following requirements must
39(2)(b) Minimum Bow in paragraph (1) of this Regulation be applied:

Height

is obtained by sheer, the sheer
shall extend for at least 15 per cent
of the length of the ship measured
from the forward perpendicular.
Where it is obtained by fitting a
superstructure, such
superstructure shall extend from
the stem to a point at least 0.07 L

- IACS UILL 17, Minimum bow
height, as amended, and

- The requirements of the
relevant Recognised
Organisation’s rules.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

abaft the forward perpendicular,
and it shall comply with the
following requirements:

(b) for ships over 100 metres (328
feet) in length it need not
comply with Regulation 3(10)
but shall be fitted with closing
appliances to the satisfaction
of the Administration.

V. MLC

Requirements and further information can be found in BMI Circular 2024/001 MLC 2006 Amendments

2022.

- The method used by the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate to incorporate the MLC 2006
Amendments 2022,
- The Declaration of Maritime Labour Compliance - Part I.

compliance with the IMO Code
of Safety for Special Purpose
Ships, 1983, and subsequent

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

Artll.3 Art. 1l 3. Inthe event of doubt as to The definition of seafarer and the
Definitions and | whether any categories of persons | list of categories of persons that
scope of are to be regarded as seafarers for | are excluded as seafarer, can be
application the purpose of this Convention, found in BMI Circular 2024/001,

the question shall be determined MLC 2006 Amendments 2022,

by the competent authority in each | more specific in the Annex on page
Member after consultation with 2.

the shipowners’ and seafarers’

organizations concerned with this

question.

A.3.1.6(d) Reg. 3.1: 6. With respect to general Ships covered by the International
Accommoda- requirements for accommodation: | Code of Safety for Ships carrying
tion anq (d) in passenger ships, and in Indus'trial Personnel (IP ('_‘,ode)
recreational special ships constructed in (herein after called IP ships) are
facilities not considered equivalent to

special ships constructed in
compliance with the IMO Code of
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Accommodatio
n and
recreational
facilities

on board ships is required, the
following requirements for
sleeping rooms apply:

(a) in ships other than passenger
ships, an individual sleeping
room shall be provided for each
seafarer; in the case of ships of
less than 3,000 gross tonnage or
special purpose ships,
exemptions from this
requirement may be granted by
the competent authority after
consultation with the
shipowners’ and seafarers’
organizations concerned;

(g) however, in order to provide
single berth sleeping rooms on
ships of less than 3,000 gross
tonnage, passenger ships and
special purpose ships, the
competent authority may allow a
reduced floor area;

(i) on passenger ships and special
purpose ships the floor area of
sleeping rooms for seafarers not
performing the duties of ships’
officers shall not be less than:

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

versions (herein after called Safety for Special Purpose Ships,
“special purpose ships”), the 1983, and subsequent versions
competent authority may, on (herein after called “SPS ships”) in
condition that satisfactory the application of the relaxations
arrangements are made for provided for SPS ships. The
lighting and ventilation, permit provided possibilities for
the location of sleeping rooms relaxations for SPS ships can
below the load line, but in no therefore not be applied to IP
case shall they be located ships.
immediately beneath working
alleyways;

A3.1.9 Reg. 3.1: 9. When sleeping accommodation | IP ships are not considered

equivalent to SPS shipsin the
application of the relaxations
provided for SPS ships. The
provided possibilities for
relaxations for SPS ships can
therefore not be applied to IP
ships.
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accommodating two
persons;

(if) 11.5 square metres in
rooms accommodating
three persons;

(iii) 14.5 square metres in

persons;

(j) on special purpose ships
sleeping rooms may
accommodate more than four
persons; the floor area of such

than 3.6 square metres per
person;

of ships’ officers where no

is provided, the floor area per
person for junior officers shall
not be less than 7.5 square

metres and for senior officers

senior officers at the
management level.

(i) 7.5 square metres in rooms

rooms accommodating four

sleeping rooms shall not be less

(1) on passenger ships and special
purpose ships the floor area for
seafarers performing the duties

private sitting room or day room

not less than 8.5 square metres;
junior officers are understood to
be at the operational level, and

VI. Ballast Water Management Convention

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

B-1 Reg. B-1: Each ship shall have on board and | The Ballast Water Management
Ballast Water implement a Ballast Water Plan is to be written in the working
Management Management plan. Such a plan language understood by ship’s
Plan shall be approved by the personnel AND in English if the
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Administration taking into account
Guidelines developed by the
Organization.

working language is not English.

For ships to which the Ballast
Water Management (BWM)
Convention applies and who are
conducting ballast operations in
areas with Challenging Water
Quality (CWQ), the BMl applies the
Guidelines contained in IMO
Resolution MEPC.387(81) “Interim
Guidance on the Application of the
Ballast Water Management
Convention to Ships Operating in
Challenging Water Quality
Conditions (CWQ)”.

The primary purpose of this
guidance is to assist shipsin
planning for compliance with the
BWM Convention and the D-2
discharge standard when
operating in areas with CWQ,
where properly installed, operated
and maintained Ballast Water
Management Systems (BWMS)
may encounter operational
limitations.

Allinstructions and procedures
related to the management of
operations in areas with

CWQ must be incorporated into
the BWMP, approved by the
Recognised Organisation and
developed in accordance with the
Guidelines of IMO Resolution

MEPC.387(81).

A bypass of the

BWMS must always be considered
as the last resort and the

BWMS must be used as far as
practicable to treat ballast water
within areas with CWQ. Pre-
emptively bypassing the BWMS
based on historical CWQ issues
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

experienced at a location is
prohibited. A pre-emptive bypass
may be considered only following
prior bilateral agreement between
the Administration of the ship and
the receiving port state.

Allinstances of BWMS bypass,
including the reasons, alarms,
operational limitations, mitigating
actions, affected tanks, volumes,
and decontamination steps, must
be recorded in the Ballast Water
Record Book (BWRB). These
records must be retained on board
and be readily available for review
during company audits and
shipboard audits or inspections.
Supporting evidence such as
BWMS alarm logs, screenshots,
flow-rate data, and
communications with port states
must also be available for
verification.

If the provisions of IMO Resolution
MEPC.387(81) are not adhered to
or the procedures in the approved
BWMP cannot be followed, the
BMI must be contacted for further
instructions.

The IMO has published a
compilation of the relevant
Guidelines and guidance
documents related to the
implementation of the
international convention for the
control and management of ships’

ballast water and sediments,
2004. Reference is also made to
the overarching IMO website on
Ballast Water Management.
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volumetric exchange of Ballast
Water.

2 For ships exchanging Ballast
Water by the pumping-through
method, pumping through three
times the volume of each Ballast
Water tank shall be considered to
meet the standard described in

than three times the volume may
be accepted provided the ship can
demonstrate that at least 95
percent volumetric exchange is
met.

paragraph 1. Pumping through less

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
B-2.1 Reg. B-2: 1 Each ship shall have on board a The Ballast Water Record Book is
Ballast Water Ballast Water record book that to be written in the working
Record Book may be an electronic record language understood by ship’s
system, or that may be integrated personnel AND in English if the
into another record book or working language is not English.
system and, which shall at least A compilation of the relevant
contain the information specified Guidelines and guidance
in Appendix Il. documents related to the
implementation of the
international convention for the
control and management of ships’
ballast water and sediments, 2004
can be found on the IMO website.
Requirements and further
information can be found in BMI
Circular 2023/001 BWMC: Ballast
water record-keeping and
reporting - Use of Electronic
Record Books under the BWM
Convention.
D-1 Reg. D-1: 1 Ships performing Ballast Water In the case a ship is unable to
Ballast Water | exchange in accordance with this | manage ballast water in
Exchange regulation shall do so with an accordance with the principal
Standard efficiency of at least 95 percent ballast water management

method as indicated in the BWM
certificate, sound and practical
measures must be applied in
accordance with IMO Circular
BWM.2/Circ.62 Guidance on
contingency measures.

These contingency measures are
only to be applied on a case-by-
case basis, after consultation of
the BMI, in accordance with §7 of
the Annex of IMO Circ.
BWM.2/Circ.62.

In line with IMO Resolution
MEPC.123(53) 'Guidelines for
Ballast Water Management and
Development of Ballast Water
Management Plans (G4)', as
amended, the BMI strongly
recommends including D-1
procedures as a contingency
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
measure in the approved Ballast
Water Management Plan, so that
this method can be used when
necessary, under the conditions
mentioned above.
D-2.1 Reg. D-2 1 Ships conducting Ballast Water a) The Belgian Maritime
Ballast Water Management in accordance with Inspectorate accepts all Type
Performance this regulation shall discharge less | approved Ballast Water
Standard than 10 viable organisms per cubic | Management Systems mentioned
metre greater than or equal to 50 in the IMO list (as published on the
micrometres in minimum IMO website) and installed
dimension and less than 10 viable | according the applicable
organisms per millilitre less than requirements of the Convention.
50 micrometres in minimum b) In the case a ship is unable to
dimension and greater than or manage ballast water in
equalto 10 micrometres in accordance with the principal
minimum dimension; and ballast water management
discharge of the indicator method as indicated in the BWM
microbes shall not exceed the certificate, sound and practical
specified concentrations measures must be applied in
described in paragraph 2. accordance with IMO Circular
BWM.2/Circ.62 Guidance on
contingency measures.
These contingency measures are
only to be applied on a case-by-
case basis, after consultation of
the BMI, in accordance with §7 of
the Annex of IMO Circular
BWM.2/Circ.62.
D-3.1 Reg. D-3: 1 Except as specified in paragraph | The Belgian Maritime Inspectorate
Approval 2, ballast water management accepts all Type approved Ballast

requirements
for Ballast
Water
Management
systems

systems used to comply with this
Convention shall be approved by
the Administration ...

Water Management Systems
mentioned in the IMO list (as
published on the IMO website) and
installed according the applicable
requirements of the Convention.

The control and monitoring
equipment installed for the
effective operation and control of
the Ballast Water Management
System and for assessing its
proper functioning, shall be
capable of storing data for a
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

minimum period of 24 months, as
required respectively in:

- BWMS Code, section 4.20,

- IMO Resolution
MEPC.279(70)", paragraph
4.20,

- IMO Resolution
MEPC.174(58)'?, paragraph
4.13,

- IMO Resolution
MEPC.125(53)'3, paragraph
4.13.

The equipment must also be able
to display or print a record of
proper functioning or failure of the
Ballast Water Management
system. It must be possible to do
cross-checks between the Ballast
Water Record Book and the history
log of the Ballast Water Treatment
system.

VII. Ship Recycling Convention
Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
Annex, Definitions 4 "New ship" means a ship: The definition of a ‘new ship’ is
Reg. 1.4.2 given in regulation 1.4.2 of the

.1 for which the building contract
is placed on or after the entry into
force of this Convention; or

.2 inthe absence of a building
contract, the keel of which is laid
or which is at a similar stage of
construction on or after six months

annex to the Ship Recycling
Convention. In ascertaining
whether a ship is a ‘new ship’ or an
‘existing ship’ in this context, the
BMI applies the definition of the
term ‘a similar stage of
construction’ in regulation 1.4.2 of
the annex to the Ship Recycling

" Res. MEPC.279(70) 2016 Guidelines for approval of Ballast Water Management Systems (G8)
2 Res. MEPC.174(58) Guidelines for approval of Ballast Water Management Systems (G8)
3 Res. MEPC.125(53) Guidelines for approval of Ballast Water Management Systems (G8)
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
after the entry into force of this Convention as given in IMO
Convention; or Resolution MEPC.379(80) ‘2023
3 the delivery of which is on or Guidelines for the development of
after 30 months after the entry into the Inyentory of Hazardous
force of this Convention. Materials’
Annex, Reg. 5: 1 Each new ship shall have on As Belgian ships are EU-flagged
Reg. 5.1 Inventory of board an Inventory of Hazardous ships, the Inventory of Hazardous
Hazardous Materials. The Inventory shall be Materials (IHM) must comply with
Materials verified either by the the requirements of the EU
Administration or by any person or | Regulation 1257/2013 on ship
organization authorized by it taking | recycling which contains two
into account guidelines, including | additional hazardous materials.

any threshold values and
exemptions contained in those
guidelines, developed by the
Organization.

Therefore, the IHM must include:

- PFOS in table A materials, and
- HBCDD in table B materials.

For the development of the
Inventory of Hazardous Materials
(IHM), IMO Resolution
MEPC.379(80) must be taken into
account as well as the Best
Practice Guidance on the
Inventory of Hazardous Materials
from the European Maritime Safety
Agency (EMSA)™,

Special attention should be given
to the controls on cybutryne (AFS
Convention). The AFS Convention
requires ships containing
Cybutryne in their anti-fouling
system to apply a coating that
forms a barrier to the leaching of
this substance from the underlying
non-compliant anti-fouling system
or to remove it at the next
scheduled renewal of the anti-
fouling system after 1 January
2023, but no later than 60 months
after the last application to the
ship of an anti-fouling system

™ https://www.emsa.europa.eu/we-do/sustainability/environment/150-ship-recycling/2874-emsa-s-
best-practice-guidance-on-the-inventory-of-hazardous-materials.html
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

containing Cybutryne. At that time,
the ship's IHM document must be
updated/maintained to record the
presence/absence of Cybutryne.
However, the inclusion of
Cybutryne in the IHM must be
done immediately when the
maintenance results in the IHM
being updated to include new
materials or when a survey is
carried out.

Annex,
Reg. 11.1

Reg. 11:

Issuance and
endorsement
of certificates

1 An International Certificate on
Inventory of Hazardous Materials
shall be issued either by the
Administration or by any person or
organization authorized by it after
successful completion of an initial
or renewal survey conducted in
accordance with regulation 10, to
any ships to which regulation 10
applies, except for existing ships
for which both an initial survey and
a final survey are conducted at the
same time, taking into account the
guidelines developed by the
Organization.

Existing vessels that have already
received a Statement of
Compliance based on the EU
Regulation 1257/2013 should be
provided with an International
Certificate on Inventory of
Hazardous Materials during a
survey on board. This allows for
verification, amongst other
requirements, that the IHM has
been properly maintained and
updated in accordance with the
requirements of the Ship Recycling
Convention before the certificate
isissued.

Special attention should be given
to the controls on cybutryne (AFS
Convention).

The format of the certificate on the
inventory of hazardous materials
issued under EU Implementing
Decision 2016/2325 ", as
amended by EU Commission
Implementing Decision 2026/121,
can be used under both the Ship
Recycling Convention and EU
Regulation 1257/2013 for legal

5 EU Implementing Decision 2016/2325 on the format of the certificate on the inventory of hazardous
materials issued in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 of the European Parliament and of

the Council on ship recycling
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of certificates

or by any person or organization
authorized by it, after successful
completion of a final survey in
accordance with the provisions of
regulation 10, to any ships to
which regulation 10 applies, taking
into account the authorization of
the Ship Recycling Facility and the
guidelines developed by the
Organization.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
certainty and administrative
simplification.
Annex, Reg. 11: 11 An International Ready for The format of the ready for
Reg. 11.11 | Issuance and Recycling Certificate shall be recycling certificate issued under
endorsement issued either by the Administration | EU Implementing Decision

2016/2321%, as amended by EU
Commission Implementing
Decision 2026/116, can be used
under both the Ship Recycling
Convention and EU Regulation
1257/2013 for legal certainty and
administrative simplification.

VIII. STCW

ensure that seafarers who present,
for recognition, certificates issued
under the provisions of regulations
/2, 111/2 or lll/3, or issued under
regulation VII/1 at the
management level, as defined in
the STCW Code, have an
appropriate knowledge of the
maritime legislation of the
Administration relevant to the
functions they are permitted to
perform.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
1/10.2 Reg. /10 2 Measures shall be established to | Reference is made to BMI Circular

2014/003 Training on Belgian
maritime legislation - Master’s
Guide, as revised.

8 EU Implementing Decision 2016/2321 on the format of the ready for recycling certificate issued in
accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on ship

recycling
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

A-VI/1.1

Section A-VI/1:
Mandatory
minimum
requirements
for safety
familiarization,
basic training
and instruction
for all seafarers

Column 1: Contribute to the
prevention of and response to
violence and harassment,
including sexual harassment,
bullying and sexual assault

Effective 1 January 2026, all Basic
Training courses shallinclude
training provisions addressing the
prevention of and response to
bullying and harassment,
including sexual assault and
sexual harassment. These
provisions must form part of the
curriculum for the initial issuance
of a Certificate of Proficiency as
well as for all refresher training.

Seafarers holding a valid STCW
VI/1 Basic Safety Certificate
issued before 1 January 2026 may
continue to use this certificate
after 1 January 2026 until its expiry
date. From 1 January 2026 onward,
all Basic Safety Training (both new
and refresher courses) must
include the additional
competencies.

Companies remain responsible for
ensuring that all seafarers are
appropriately trained and
qualified. Accordingly, Companies
shall verify that the STCW VI/1
Basic Safety Training provided to
their seafarers includes the
required competencies for all
Basic Training courses delivered
on or after 1 January 2026.

VII/ 1.2

Reg. VIII/1:
Fitness for duty

purpose of preventing fatigue:

so arranged that the efficiency
of all watchkeeping personnel
is not impaired by fatigue and
that duties are so organized
that the first watch at the
commencement of a voyage
and subsequent relieving
watches are sufficiently rested
and otherwise fit for duty.

1 Each Administration shall, for the

.2 require that watch systems are

Fatigue is an important
contributing factor to maritime
casualties and to health problems
of seafarers. Excessive hours of
work, insufficient rest or
insufficient manning are
addressed by MLC,2006, as well
as STCW Reg VlII/2 and Code A-
VIII/2.

Requirements and more
information can be found in the
Royal decree of 22 August 2020
relating to seafarers, more specific
article 11, aswell as in the
Declaration of Maritime Labour
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

Compliance - Part I, more specific
in paragraph ‘6. Arbeidstijd of
rusttijd - Hours of work or rest
(Reg. 2.3)’.

The safety management system
(hereinafter called SMS) should
include procedures on minimizing
fatigue of seafarers.

A-VIIl/1.10

Section A-
VIII/1: Fitness
for duty

10 Each Administration shall
establish, for the purpose of
preventing alcohol abuse, a limit of
not greater than 0.05% blood
alcohol level (BAC) or 0.25 mg/l
alcohol in the breath or a quantity
of alcohol leading to such alcohol
concentration for masters, officers
and other seafarers while
performing designated safety,
security and marine environmental
duties.

Requirements, penalties and
further information can be found in
the Belgian Shipping Code, more
specifically article 4.1.2.8/3,8 4.

Drug and alcohol abuse directly
affect the fitness and ability of a
seafarer to perform watchkeeping
duties. The SMS should include
procedures ensuring that
seafarers found to be under the
influence of drugs or alcohol
should not be permitted to
perform watchkeeping duties until
they are no longer impaired in their
ability to perform those duties.

The Belgian Shipping Code
prohibits active duty on a ship to
anyone with an alcohol
concentration of at least 0.22
milligrams per litre of exhaled
alveolar air or an alcohol
concentration of at least 0.5 grams
per litre of blood.

Itis also prohibited to be on active
duty on a ship under the influence
of the substances listed below:

- Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC)

- Amphetamine

- Methylenedioxymethyl-
amphetamine (MDMA)

- Morphine (free) or 6-
acetylmorphine

- Cocaine or Benzoylecgonine.
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
Reference is made to BMI Circular
2014/002 Prevention of Drug and
Alcohol abuse, as revised.
VII/2.1 Reg. VIIl/2: 1 Administrations shall direct to Companies, masters, chief
Watchkeeping | the attention of companies, engineer officers and all
arrangements masters, chief engineer officers watchkeeping personnel shall

and principles
to be observed

and all watchkeeping personnel to
the requirements, principles and
guidance set outin the STCW
Code which shall be observed to
ensure that a safe continuous
watch or watches appropriate to
the prevailing circumstances and
conditions are maintained on all
seagoing ships at all times.

ensure that the requirements,
principles and guidance as set out
in the STCW Code are observed to
ensure that safe continuous
watches appropriate to the
prevailing circumstances and
conditions are maintained on all
seagoing ships at all times.

IX. COLREG

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

Annex|-14 | Reg. 14: The construction of lanterns and Only MED type-approved lamps
Approval shapes and the installation of that are suitable for the size of the

lanterns on board the vessel shall
be to the satisfaction of the
appropriate authority of the State
whose flag the vessel is entitled to

fly.

vessel may be fitted.

More information on MED can be
found under |.B. Marine

equipment.

X. Anti-Fouling

For a uniform and effective implementation of the regulations, the applicable resolutions and guidelines
on Anti-fouling systems can be found on the IMO website.
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Xl. Nairobi Wreck Convention

To be completed.

Xll. Bunker Convention

To be completed.

XlIll. IMO Codes

A.

|IGC Code

For newbuildings, extensive modifications, retrofits and ships changing to the Belgian flag involving an
alternative design or arrangement, timely notification to the Administration is required. Reference is
made to section [.A.6 Vessels with an Alternative Design or Arrangement, including those using
alternative fuels.

Equivalents

that a particular fitting, material,
appliance, apparatus, item of
equipment or type thereof shall be
fitted or carried in a ship, or that
any particular provision shall be
made, or any procedure or
arrangement shall be complied
with, the Administration may allow
any other fitting, material,
appliance, apparatus, item of
equipment or type thereof to be
fitted or carried, or any other
provision, procedure or
arrangement to be made in that
ship, if it is satisfied by trial thereof
or otherwise that such fitting,
material, appliance, apparatus,
item of equipment or type thereof,
or that any particular provision,
procedure or arrangement, is at

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
1.3.1. 1.3: 1.3.1 Where the Code requires The following guidelines will be

applied for ships using liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) cargo as fuel:

- IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1679:
Interim guidelines for use of
liguefied petroleum gas (LPG)
cargo as fuel.

Where in the IGC Code or (Interim)
guidelines refer to 'approved by
the Administration', BMI must be
consulted.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

least as effective as that required
by the Code. However, the
Administration may not allow
operational methods or
procedures to be made as an
alternative to a particular fitting,
material, appliance, apparatus,
item of equipment, or type thereof
that is prescribed by the Code,
unless such a substitution is
specifically allowed by the Code.

16.9

16: Alternative
fuels and
technologies

16.9.1 If acceptable to the
Administration, other cargo gases
may be used as fuel, providing that
the same level of safety as natural
gas in this Code is ensured.

16.9.2 The use of cargoes
identified as toxic products shall
not be permitted.

Belgium has adopted the early
implementation of the
amendments to chapter 16 of the
IGC Code in accordance with IMO
Circular MSC.1/Circ.1681 V.

B.

IGF Code

Reference is made to BMI Circular 2026/003 Transitional provisions for Belgian-certified seafarers and
crews on Belgian-flagged IGF Code ships.

design

arrangements of low-flashpoint
fuel systems may either:

.1 deviate from those set out in
this Code, or

.2 be designed for use of a fuel not
specifically addressed in this
Code.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
2.3 2.3: Alternative | 2.3.2 Fuels, appliances and The following guidelines will be

applied for ships using
methyl/ethyl alcohol as fuel:

- IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1621:
Interim guidelines for the safety
of ships using methyl/ethyl
alcohol as fuel.

The following guidelines will be
applied for ships using ammonia

7IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1681 Voluntary early implementation of the amendments to chapter 16 of
the IGC Code, adopted by Resolution MSC.566(109).
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
Such fuels, appliances and as fuel:
arrangements can be used - IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1687:
provided that these meet the Interim guidelines for the safety
intent of the goal and functional of ships using ammonia as fuel
requirements concerned and The following guidelines will be
provide an equivalent level of applied for ships using LPG as
safety of the relevant chapters. fuel:
2.3.3 The equivalence of the - IMO Circular MSC/Circ.1666:
alternative design shall be Interim guidelines for the safety
demonstrated as specified in of ships using LPG fuels
SOLAS regulation [I-1/55 and The following guidelines will be
approved by the Administration. applied for ships using fuel cell
However, the Administration shall | power installations:
not allow operational methods or _ MO Circular MSC/Circ.1647:
procedures to be applied as an Interim guidelines for the safety
alternative to a particular fitting, of ships using fuel cell power
material, appliance, apparatus, installations
item of equipment, or type thereof . .
I hichi quip ibed br }[/:: c ; Any equivalence or alternative
which is prescribed by this Lode. design deviating from the fuel
specific guidelines or the IGF Code
must follow SOLAS Regulation
IMO Circular 11-1/55 and BMI
Circular 2026/002'8,
Where in the IGF Code or (Interim)
guidelines refer to 'approved by
the Administration’, BMI must be
consulted.
C. IMSBC Code

The BMl is to be involved as a Party of the Tripartite Agreement where an unassessed cargo is to be
shipped on a Belgian ship.

More information can be found on our website where you can find the procedure for the Tripartite
Agreement.

D. ISMCode

The following IMO circulars must be applied:

8 BMI Circular 2026/002 Instructions on Alternative Design & Arrangements
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- Circular MSC-MEPC.7/Circ.6 Guidance on the experience, qualifications and training for
undertaking the role of Designated Person under the provisions of the International Safety
Management (ISM) Code,

- Circular MSC-MEPC.7/Circ.7 Guidance on near-miss reporting,

- Circular MSC-MEPC.7/Circ.8 Revised Guidelines for the operational implementation of the

International Safety Management (ISM) Code by Companies.

Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

A.6.2.1

PartA-6
Resources and
personnel

6.2 The Company should ensure
that each ship is:

.1 manned with qualified,
certificated and medically fit
seafarers in accordance with
national and international
requirements;

Companies remain responsible for
ensuring that all seafarers are
appropriately trained and
qualified. Accordingly, Companies
shall verify that the STCW VI/1
Basic Safety Training provided to
their seafarers includes the
required competencies for all
Basic Training courses delivered
on or after 1 January 2026.
Reference is made to the Belgian /
BMI requirements under STCW
Code, Section A-VI/1.1.

Itis notrequired that all seafarers
have completed this updated
training by 1 January 2026.
Compliance with the new training
requirements is mandatory at the
time of the next renewal of the
seafarer’s STCW VI/1 Basic Safety
Training.

The BMI strongly encourages
Companies to ensure that all crew
members are made aware of the
new requirements and of the
associated guidance on the
prevention of and response to
bullying and harassment at sea.

A.8.1

PartB -8
Emergency
preparedness

8.1 The Company should identify
potential emergency shipboard
situations, and establish
procedures to respond to them.

The BMI believes that advanced
firefighting training (STCW Reg. A-
VI-3) is highly beneficial and
recommends the training for more
than just the fire team leader.

B.13.7

PartB-13
Certification

13.7 ... The Safety Management
Certificate should be issued after

An initial audit should be carried out
no earlier than 3 months after
interim certification to ensure that
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Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
and periodical | verifying that the Company and its | sufficientrecords are available to
verification shipboard management operate in | conduct a proper audit.
accordance with the approved In principle only one intermediate
safety management system. Such | verification is to be carried out, it
a certificate should be accepted should take place between the
as evidence that the ship is second and third anniversary date of
complying with the requirements the SMC. Anniversary date means
of this Code. the day and month of each year that
corresponds to the date of expiry of
the relevant document or certificate.
E. ISPSCode

Reference is made to BMI-CMB Circular 2023/002 ISPS - Flagstate interpretations and Procedure &
Ship Security Plan.

SOLAS Chapter XI-2 has made ISPS Code Part A mandatory in its entirety.

Article 3.5 EU Regulation 725/2004 on enhancing ship and port facility security enlists the paragraphs

of Part B of the ISPS Code which have acquired a mandatory character.

Articles 2.5.2.55 and 2.5.2.56 of the Belgian Shipping Code have made paragraph 8 and 9 of Part B of
the ISPS Code mandatory in their entirety. As a consequence, the Ship Security Assessment and the
Ship Security Plan must comply with the guidelines of ISPS B/8 and these of ISPS B/9 respectively. This
has to be done:

- For shipsjoining the Belgian flag (newbuildings as well as existing vessels) on or after 1/7/2024:
upon registration,
- Forships already flying the Belgian flag before 1/7/2024: no later than first ISPS renewal audit on or
after 1/07/2024.

assessment

is an essential and integral part of
the process of developing and
updating the ship security plan.

8.2 The company security officer
shall ensure that the ship security
assessmentis carried out by
persons with appropriate skills to
evaluate the security of a ship, in

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
A.8 8 Ship security | 8.1 The ship security assessment The entire paragraph 8 (Ship

Security Assessment, herein after
called SSA) of Part B of the ISPS
Code has been made mandatory
by the Belgian Shipping Code.

When preparing or amending the
SSA, the Company must ensure
that the SSA complies with these
requirements, as well as with the
paragraphs of Part B of the ISPS
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

accordance with this section,
taking into account the guidance
given in part B of this Code.

8.3 Subject to the provisions of
section 9.2.1, arecognized
security organization may carry out
the ship security assessment of a
specific ship.

8.4 The ship security assessment
shallinclude an on-scene security
survey and, at least, the following
elements:

.1 identification of existing
security measures,
procedures and operations;

.2 identification and evaluation of
key ship board operations that
itis important to protect;

.3 identification of possible
threats to the key ship board
operations and the likelihood
of their occurrence, in order to
establish and prioritise
security measures; and

.4 identification of weaknesses,
including human factors in the
infrastructure, policies and
procedures.

8.5 The ship security assessment
shall be documented, reviewed,
accepted and retained by the
Company.

Code which have acquired a
mandatory character by article 5
EU Regulation 725/2004.

The SSA shall contain at least a
reference to the cyber security
procedures of the Safety
Management System (SMS).
Reference is made to I1l.D of BMI-
CMB Circular 2023/002.

A9

9 Ship security
plan

9.1 Each ship shall carry on board
a ship security plan approved by
the Administration. The plan shall
make provisions for the three
security levels as defined in this
Part of the Code.

9.1.1 Subject to the provisions of
section 9.2.1, arecognized

The entire paragraph 8 (SSA) and
paragraph 9 (Ship Security Plan,
herein after called SSP) of Part B of
the ISPS Code have been made
mandatory by the Belgian Shipping
Code.

When preparing or amending the
SSP, the Company must ensure
that the SSP complies with these
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

security organization may
prepare the ship security plan
for a specific ship.

9.2 The Administration may entrust
the review and approval of ship
security plans, or of amendments
to a previously approved plan, to
recognized security organizations.

9.2.1 In such cases the
recognized security
organization, undertaking the
review and approval of a ship
security plan, orits
amendments, for a specific
ship shall not have been
involved in either the
preparation of the ship
security assessment or of the
ship security plan, or of the
amendments, under review.

9.3 The submission of a ship
security plan, or of amendments to
a previously approved plan, for
approval shall be accompanied by
the security assessment on the
basis of which the plan, or the
amendments, have been
developed.

9.4 Such a plan shall be
developed, taking into account the
guidance given in part B of this
Code and shall be written in the
working language or languages of
the ship. If the language or
languages used is not English,
French or Spanish, a translation
into one of these languages shall
be included. The plan shall
address, at least, the following: ...

9.4.1 Personnel conducting
internal audits of the security
activities specified in the plan

requirements, as well as with the
paragraphs of Part B of the ISPS
Code which have acquired a
mandatory character by article 5
EU Regulation 725/2004.

Any amendment of an approved
procedure, Ship Security Plan
(SSP) and/or security equipment,
shall be notified to the RSO who
approved the SSP. BMI-CMB
Circular 2023/002 enlists the
requirements for re-approval of
the SSP by the Recognised
Security Organisation who will
decide on a case-by-case basis.
Reference is made to part lIl.B of
this BMI-CMB circular, as well as
its Annex. This Annex contains the
amendments which in any case
require the re-approval of the SSP
by the RSO and the method by
which the assessment needs to be
carried out.

The SSP shall contain at least a
reference to the Safety
Management System (SMS).
Reference is made to l1l.D of BMI-
CMB Circular 2023/002.

Itis to be noted that an SSP
cannot be approved before the
date of the registration of the ship.
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Regulation | Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

or evaluating its
implementation shall be
independent of the activities
being audited unless thisis
impracticable due to the size
and the nature of the
Company or of the ship.

9.5 The Administration shall
determine which changes to an
approved ship security plan or to
any security equipment specified
in an approved plan shall not be
implemented unless the relevant
amendments to the plan are
approved by the Administration.
Any such changes shall be at least
as effective as those measures
prescribed in chapter XI-2 and this
Part of the Code.

9.5.1 The nature of the changes
to the ship security plan or the
security equipment that have
been specifically approved by
the Administration, pursuant
to section 9.5, shall be
documented in a manner that
clearly indicates such
approval. This approval shall
be available on board and
shall be presented together
with the International Ship
Security Certificate (or the
Interim International Ship
Security Certificate). If these
changes are temporary, once
the original approved
measures or equipment are
reinstated, this
documentation no longer
needs to be retained by the
ship.

9.6 The plan may be keptin an
electronic format. In such a case,
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

it shall be protected by procedures
aimed at preventing its
unauthorized deletion, destruction
or amendment.

9.7 The plan shall be protected
from unauthorized access or
disclosure.

F.

LSA Code

Life-saving appliances or arrangements replaced or added to existing life-saving appliances or
arrangements are required to comply with the applicable requirements of SOLAS chapter Ill.

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

4.4.7.6 4.4 General 4.4.7.6 Every lifeboat to be MSC.1/Circ.1392 Guidelines for
requirements launched by a fall or falls, except a | evaluation and replacement of
for lifeboats free-fall lifeboat, shall be fitted lifeboat release and retrieval

with a release mechanism ... systems, as amended, , is to be
considered as mandatory.
G. NoxTechnical Code

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title

6.2.2.7.1 6.2 Engine 6.2.2.7 The shipowner or person More information and instructions
Parameter responsible for a ship equipped on the use of Electronic Record
Check method | with a marine diesel engine Books for MARPOL related Record

required to undergo an Engine
Parameter Check method shall
maintain on board the following
documentation in relation to the
onboard NOx verification
procedures:

Keeping can be found in BMI
Circular 2022/003.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

.1 a Record Book or electronic
record book of Engine Parameters
for recording all changes,
including like for like
replacements, and adjustments
within the approved ranges made
relative to an engine’s
components and settings

H.

1983 SPS Code - 2008 SPS Code

The requirements as per Res. MSC.266(84), as amended, SPS Code 2008, shall be applicable to new
ships from 13 May 2008, and to existing ships, applying for SPS notation, on or after 13 May 2010.

The requirements as per Res. A.534(13), as amended, SPS Code, are applicable to existing special
purpose ships to which 2008 SPS Code doesn’t apply.

1.5 Equivalents

engaged as a special purpose ship
and which undertakes an
exceptional single voyage as a
special purpose ship may be
exempted by the Administration
from the provisions of this Code,
provided that it complies with
safety requirements which in the
opinion of the Administration are
adequate for the voyage which is
to be undertaken by the ship.

1.5.1 Where the Code requires
that a particular fitting, material,
appliance, apparatus, item of
equipment or type thereof should
be fitted or carried in a unit, or that
any particular provision should be
made, or any procedure or
arrangement should be complied

Regulation | Regulation Paragraph text Belgian / BMI requirements
title
1.4 Regulation 1.4 | 1.4 Exemptions Allapplications for exemptions
i must be submitted to BMI. The
1.51 Exemption A ship which is not normally

application form can be found on
our website.

BMI will assess the exemption
requests and is the sole authority
to decide whether or not the
exemption can be granted.
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Regulation

Regulation
title

Paragraph text

Belgian / BMI requirements

any other fitting, material,
appliance, apparatus, item of
equipment or type thereof to be
fitted or carried, or any other
provision, procedure or
arrangement to be made in that

or otherwise that such fitting,
material, appliance, apparatus,

or that any particular provision,
procedure or arrangement is at
least as effective as that required
by the Code.

with, the Administration may allow

unit, if it is satisfied by trial thereof

item of equipment or type thereof

Appendix

Appendix

Record of equipment for the special

SPS)

purpose ship safety certificate (Form

The ship must always be provided
with certificates issued under
SOLAS, as amended. This must
also be stated on the Special
Purpose Ship Safety certificate.
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