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1 Introduction 

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to seafarers, shipowners, ship managers, and training providers on the 

manning of ships using alternative fuels and subject to the International Code of Safety for Ships Using Gases or other Low-

flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code), within a transitional framework. This framework is established on the legal basis set out in the 

Royal Decree of 22 August 2020 on seafarers, Article 3(2), which authorizes the Belgian Maritime Inspectorate (BMI) to 

recognize other training programs as equivalent. This includes programs related to sea-going service and onboard activities 

applicable to technological developments and specific ship types, aiming at ensuring the required level of service and 

knowledge. 

The transitional framework may be updated at any time to reflect new training developments or revised guidelines, or 

withdrawn when training requirements are incorporated into the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Watchkeeping and Certification for Seafarers and Codes (STCW) or other international conventions and codes. It also 

considers STCW.7/Circ.25, Generic Interim Guidelines on Training for Seafarers on Ships Using Alternative Fuels and New 

Technologies, which currently serves as the primary reference for transitional training for seafarers. To ensure a consistent 

level of safety across the Belgian fleet, additional requirements are introduced for fuel-specific training. 

This framework ensures compliance with manning provisions under the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 

(SOLAS) and training and certification requirements under STCW. Any questions regarding this framework should be 

addressed to the BMI at: 

• Flag State: ship.belflag@mobilit.fgov.be  

• STCW:  stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be  

  

mailto:ship.belflag@mobilit.fgov.be
mailto:stcw95@mobilit.fgov.be
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2 Application 

The provisions of this framework apply across four perspectives. 

Ships 

• All Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code. 

Seafarers 

• Seafarers sailing on or intending to sail on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code to which STCW applies. 

• Seafarers intending to obtain or revalidate a Belgian Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) Basic or Advanced Training (IGF 

Code).  

• Seafarers waiting to complete the seagoing service requirement after Advanced Training (IGF Code). 

• Seafarers intending to be trained on alternative fuels not yet covered by STCW.  

• Seafarers in the possession of a CoP Basic or Advanced Training (for service on liquefied gas tankers), intending to 

obtain a Belgian CoP Basic or Advanced Training (IGF Code). 

ISM Companies 

• ISM Companies responsible for the manning of Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code with qualified, 

certificated and medically fit seafarers in compliance with national and international requirements. 

• ISM Companies responsible for ensuring valid documents are available at all relevant locations. 

• ISM Companies intending to start operating new ships subject to the IGF Code, including alternative fuels not yet 

covered by STCW. 

• ISM Companies lacking a pool of qualified and/or certificated seafarers for new ships subject to the IGF Code, 

including alternative fuels not yet covered by STCW. 

Training Institutes 

• Belgian-recognized training institutes 1 delivering courses with the intent to issue a CoP under the authority of the 

Belgian Administration. 

• Training institutes providing training for seafarers who will serve on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code for 

which the alternative fuel is not yet covered by STCW. 

The provisions of this framework do not apply to: 

• Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGC Code. 

• Seafarers sailing on or intending to sail on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGC Code to which STCW applies.  

 

1 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen
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3 Alternative fuel training and certification 

To ensure safe and compliant operations on board ships subject to the IGF Code, seafarers must complete a structured 

training and certification pathway. This includes: 

• Generic IGF Training (STCW V/3) – Basic training required for all seafarers working on IGF Code ships and advanced 

training and seagoing service required for masters, engineers, and crew with direct responsibility for alternative fuel 

systems. 

• Fuel-Specific Training (STCW.7/Circ.25) – Transitional basic and advanced training requirements for ships using 

alternative fuels not yet covered by STCW. 

• Fuel-Specific Practical Experience – BMI requirement for masters, engineers, and crew with direct responsibility for 

fuel systems on ships using alternative fuels. This experience must be documented and verified before duties are 

assigned. 

Training is divided into basic and advanced levels, depending on the seafarer's role and responsibilities. Masters, engineers, 

and crew with direct responsibility for fuel systems require advanced certification and documented practical experience. In 

some cases, training modules may be combined, provided that all individual requirements are met. 

 

In addition to the standard training route, STCW also provides equivalency pathways for seafarers who have been qualified 

and certified according to the standards of competence for service on liquefied gas tankers as specified in section A–V/1-2, 

paragraph 2. Seafarers holding a CoP STCW V/1-1 or V/1-2 for liquefied gas tankers may be exempt from certain generic and 

fuel-specific training. 

Whether following the standard or equivalency route, all seafarers must ensure they hold valid certificates issued under the 

provisions of STCW V/3 and documentary evidence before being assigned to shipboard duties involving alternative fuels. 

Under STCW, two distinct forms of proof are used to demonstrate compliance with training requirements: 

• Certificate of Proficiency (CoP): A formal certificate issued to a seafarer confirming that the relevant requirements 

of training, competencies, or seagoing service under the Convention have been met. CoPs are associated with 

generic IGF training regulated under STCW. A CoP is issued by, or under the authority of an Administration, which 

may be different from the flag State of the ship. A list of recognized CoPs is available on the official BMI website.2 

• Documentary Evidence: Documentation, other than a Certificate of Competency (CoC) or CoP, used to establish that 

the relevant requirements have been met. Among other situations, this applies to fuel-specific training for 

alternative fuels not yet regulated under STCW. Documentary evidence in relation to IGF fuel-specific training is only 

valid if appended with a Statement of Acceptance issued by the BMI, indicating verification and recognition of the 

fuel-specific training.  

Both forms of proof are essential for demonstrating compliance, depending on whether the training falls under existing 

STCW regulations or transitional arrangements for alternative fuels. 

 

2 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/sites/default/files/documents/publications/2025/L09-List%20MOU_Overeenkomsten_0.pdf   

https://mobilit.belgium.be/sites/default/files/documents/publications/2025/L09-List%20MOU_Overeenkomsten_0.pdf
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3.1 Generic training 

Generic training encompasses the mandatory STCW requirements for seafarers assigned to ships subject to the IGF Code, 

irrespective of the onboard fuel type. These requirements and associated competencies were originally developed with 

regulated reference fuels under the IGF Code, such as Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG). Consequently, the current basic and 

advanced training competencies are primarily aligned with LNG rather than emerging fuels such as hydrogen, ammonia, or 

methanol. The seagoing service requirement, however, is not restricted to LNG; in specific circumstances, the service 

required to obtain a CoP may be completed on ships using an alternative fuel other than LNG.  

The basic and advanced (IGF Code) training follows the established STCW framework, and the required seagoing service must 

be undertaken on board ships subject to the IGF Code, which may include ships operating on fuels other than LNG. 

Compliance with these generic training and certification requirements ensures full adherence to the mandatory provisions of 

STCW. 

 

3.1.1 Basic Training (IGF Code) 
Seafarers assigned to safety-related tasks involving fuel handling or emergency response on IGF Code ships must complete 

basic training (IGF Code). 

To qualify, the seafarer must have: 

• completed approved basic training in accordance with STCW Code A-V/3, paragraph 1. 

Upon successful completion, the seafarer will be issued a CoP Basic Training (IGF Code). 

 

3.1.2 Advanced Training (IGF Code) 
Masters, engineers, and crew with direct responsibility for fuel systems on IGF Code ships (crew*) must complete advanced 

training (IGF Code). 

Prerequisites: 

• a valid CoP Basic Training (IGF Code) 

To qualify, the seafarer must have: 

• completed approved advanced training in accordance with STCW Code A-V/3, paragraph 2, and 

• completed at least one month of approved seagoing service on board ships subject to the IGF Code. 

Upon meeting these requirements, the seafarer will be issued a CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code). 
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3.2 Fuel-specific training 

As generic training addresses only the mandatory STCW requirements for IGF Code ships without covering fuel-specific 

competencies, additional training is required to ensure safe operations with alternative fuels. Fuel-specific training 

encompasses transitional basic and advanced requirements for ships using alternative fuels not yet regulated under STCW. 

The interim guidelines provided in STCW.7/Circ.25 are incorporated into the BMI fuel-specific training requirements. 

The respective basic and advanced fuel-specific training may only be undertaken by seafarers who already hold the generic 

certificate, unless a combined training program is provided. Training falling under the scope of the interim guidelines is 

assessed by the BMI on a case-by-case basis. Verified training programs will receive a Statement of Acceptance, which must 

be attached to any fuel-specific training certificate intended for use on a Belgian-flagged ship or issued to a Belgian CoP 

holder. 

Due to the possibility of holding a CoP without specifying the alternative fuel on which the seagoing service was obtained, 

documentary evidence of fuel-specific practical experience is required for all Belgian CoP Advanced Training holders and/or 

CoP Advanced Training holders serving on board Belgian-flagged ships. 

 

3.2.1 Fuel-Specific Basic Training 
Seafarers assigned to safety-related tasks involving fuel handling or emergency response on IGF Code ships using alternative 

fuels not covered by STCW, must complete fuel-specific basic training. 

Prerequisite: 

• a valid CoP Basic Training (IGF Code) 

To qualify, the seafarer must have: 

• completed training as per STCW.7/Circ.25, section 3.1 (verified by the BMI). 

Upon successful completion, the seafarer will receive a Fuel-Specific Basic Training Certificate. 

A copy of the Statement of Acceptance attesting the verification of the basic training program by the BMI is to be appended 

to the training certificate.  

 

Generic and fuel-specific basic training, even for multiple fuel types, may be combined into a single program, provided all 

requirements are met for each fuel type. The generic training does not need to be held prior to starting the combined course. 
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3.2.2 Fuel-Specific Advanced Training 
Masters, engineers, and crew with direct responsibility for fuel systems on IGF Code ships (crew*) must complete advanced 

IGF training. 

Prerequisites: 

• a valid CoP Basic Training (IGF Code), and 

• a Fuel-Specific Basic Training Certificate, and 

• a valid CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code), or 

• completed approved advanced training in accordance with STCW Code A-V/3, paragraph 2 

To qualify, the seafarer must have: 

• completed training as per STCW.7/Circ.25, section 3.3 (verified by the BMI). 

Upon completion, the seafarer will receive a Fuel-Specific Advanced Training Certificate. 

A copy of the Statement of Acceptance attesting the verification of the advanced training program by the BMI is to be 

appended to the training certificate. The Statement of Acceptance should be valid at the time of the issuance of the training 

certificate. 

 

Generic and fuel-specific advanced training, even for multiple fuel types, may be combined, provided all requirements are 

met for each fuel type. The generic advanced training does not need to be completed prior to starting the combined course. 

Completion of the required seagoing service remains mandatory. 
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3.2.3 Fuel-Specific Practical Experience 
Before taking up duties, masters, engineers or crew with direct responsibility for fuel systems on IGF Code ships (crew*) must 

in addition to the completed fuel-specific advanced training, complete fuel-specific practical experience. The fuel-specific 

practical experience is documented under the same provisions as seagoing service, by means of a Declaration of Compliance 

for Fuel-Specific Practical Experience – DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience. 

 

For holders of a Belgian CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code), fuel-specific practical experience may, under certain conditions, 

be recognized as contributing toward the mandatory seagoing service requirement. 
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3.3 Approved seagoing service and Fuel-Specific Practical Experience 

3.3.1 Approved seagoing service 
Approved seagoing service and experience is mandatory for all seafarers applying for a Belgian CoP – Advanced Training (IGF 

Code). The requirements for the approved seagoing service and bunkering operations are set out in STCW Regulation V/3 

paragraph 8.2 and referred to as option A and option B. 

Two of the three onboard bunkering operations may be replaced by approved simulator training on bunkering operations as 

part of the advanced training. The simulator training on bunkering operations under option B and C is subject to case-by-case 

approval by the Belgian Administration. 

The BMI foresees an equivalent to the bunkering operations requirement set out in STCW Regulation V/3, paragraph 8.2, 

implemented under the provisions of STCW Article IX. Under option C, this equivalence also allows for bunkering operations 

to be conducted on shore instead of on board. This equivalence is subject to case-by-case approval by the Belgian 

Administration. 

 

 Option A Option B Option C 

Advanced training ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Onboard bunkering 3 1 - 

Approved simulator training on bunkering - ✓ ✓ 

Approved onshore bunkering - - 1 

Seagoing service 30 days 30 days 30 days 

 

Upon completion of the seagoing service and bunkering operation requirements, each applicant must complete the 

Declaration for CoP V/3 §7 and fuel-specific practical experience (Declaration for CoP / DoC Fuel-Specific Practical 

Experience), available on the official BMI website3. This declaration confirms compliance with the requirements set out in 

STCW Regulation V/3 paragraph 7 and Section A-V/3 paragraph 2. 

Upon successful completion and submission of the Declaration for CoP and supporting documentation, the applying seafarer 

will be issued a CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code) after validation by the BMI. 

3.3.2 Fuel-Specific Practical Experience 
In addition to the CoP Advanced training (IGF Code), documentary proof of fuel-specific practical experience is required for 

all masters, engineers, and crew members with direct responsibility for fuel systems on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the 

IGF Code (crew*). Practical experience is always fuel-specific and must correspond to the alternative fuel used on board. The 

fuel‑specific practical experience requirement can be met through approved seagoing service, where both requirements are 

combined. 

The requirements for the fuel-specific practical experience are similar to requirements for the approved seagoing experience. 

Seafarers must retain a completed DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience together with their Fuel-Specific Advanced Training 

Certificate. 

  

 

3 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw
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3.3.3 Specific situations 

3.3.3.1 Approved seagoing service and fuel-specific practical experience on LNG 

Under the previous system for approving seagoing service, each applicant must complete the relevant declaration for CoP. 

This declaration confirms compliance with the requirements set out in STCW Regulation V/3 paragraph 7 and Section A-V/3 

paragraph 2 for LNG. 

Once the completed declaration and supporting documentation are submitted, the BMI verifies compliance. Upon successful 

verification, the CoP is issued to the seafarer. 

 

Because neither Belgian nor foreign CoPs specify the alternative fuel used on the ship on which seagoing service was 

performed, documentary evidence of fuel-specific practical experience is required for all holders of a Belgian CoP Advanced 

Training (IGF Code) and for CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code) holders serving on Belgian-flagged IGF Code ships. This 

requirement applies equally to ships using LNG as fuel. Seafarers must retain a DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience 

together with their Fuel-Specific Advanced Training Certificate. 

 

3.3.3.2 Approved seagoing service and fuel-specific practical experience other than LNG 

If practical experience is gained on a ship using a fuel type other than LNG, e.g. ammonia (NH3), it may count towards the 

required seagoing service for a seafarer applying for a Belgian CoP Advanced training (IGF). 
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3.3.3.3 Fuel-specific practical experience for CoP Advanced training (IGF Code)-holders 

Seafarers who already hold a Belgian or foreign CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code) and a DoC Fuel-Specific Practical 

Experience (LNG) but will work on ships using alternative fuels other than LNG, must complete the fuel-specific training 

including the fuel-specific practical experience before assuming duties on board. 

 

3.3.4 Declaration of Compliance 
The Declaration of Compliance (DoC), as referenced in the previous sections, follows the established BMI requirements for 

reporting seagoing service under STCW Regulation V/3. All relevant forms are available on the official BMI website4, and a 

template for reporting fuel-specific practical experience is provided in the annex. 

A DoC must be completed for a single fuel type and must correspond to the fuel in use on board the vessel. 

If fewer than three bunkering operations are actively followed on board, separate supporting documents must be attached. 

These documents may include: 

• evidence of approved simulator training on bunkering, as indicated on the training certificate, along with a copy of 

the Statement of Acceptance issued by the BMI; 

• a training certificate demonstrating approved or recognized onshore bunkering. 

 

When the DoC is submitted to the BMI for reporting seagoing service and obtaining a CoP, a copy of the document must be 

retained by the seafarer together with the corresponding training certificate. 
 

  

 

4 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw 

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw
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3.4 IGC equivalence 

3.4.1 Seafarers holding a CoP issued by the BMI 
STCW provides equivalences for seafarers already qualified and certified under STCW Regulation V/1-2 and V/1-2 for service 

on liquefied gas tankers under STCW Regulation V/3, paragraphs 6 and 9. 

3.4.1.1 Basic Training (IGF Code) 

Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the care, use or in emergency response to the fuel on 

board ships subject to the IGF Code who have been qualified and certified according to regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 2 and 5, 

or regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 4 and 5 on liquefied gas tankers, are to be considered as having met the requirements 

specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 1 for basic training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code. 

Seafarers may apply directly with the BMI for a CoP Basic Training (IGF Code). 

3.4.1.2 Advanced Training (IGF Code) 

Masters, engineer officers and any person with immediate responsibility for the care and use of fuels on ships subject to the 

IGF Code who have been qualified and certified according to the standards of competence specified in section A–V/1-2, 

paragraph 2 for service on liquefied gas tankers, are to be considered as having met the requirements specified in section A-

V/3, paragraph 2 for advanced training for ships subject to the IGF Code, provided they  also: 

• meet the requirements for a CoP Basic Training (IGF Code or gas tankers); and 

• meet the bunkering requirements for approved seagoing service under option A or option B, or have participated in 

conducting three cargo operations on board the liquefied gas tanker; and 

• have completed seagoing service of three months in the previous five years on board: 

o ships subject to the IGF Code; 

o tankers carrying as cargo, fuels covered by the IGF Code; 

o ships using gases or low flashpoint fuel as fuel. 

The respective Declaration for CoP can be found on the official BMI website. 5 

Upon successful completion of the additional requirements and the Declaration for CoP, the applying seafarer will be issued a 

CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code) after validation by the BMI. 

3.4.2 Seafarers sailing on Belgian-flagged ships 
Before assignment to shipboard duties on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code, seafarers holding a CoP for Basic or 

Advanced Training in liquefied gas tanker operations must also hold the corresponding CoP for IGF Code Basic or Advanced 

Training to comply with minimum safe manning requirements.  

Where the CoP is issued by a foreign administration recognized by Belgium, the applicable endorsement or conversion 

process must be followed to obtain the CoP (IGF Code). 

Additionally, when serving on Belgian-flagged ships, seafarers must retain a DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience, regardless 

of the fuel type, including LNG. 

  

 

5 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw 

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/afgifte-van-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen-stcw
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3.5 Validity and revalidation of certificates 

The validity and revalidation of a Belgian Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) – Basic or Advanced Training (IGF Code) are in line 

with the existing requirements for CoPs (IGF Code).  

The DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience has a maximum validity of five years and should be revalidated in accordance with 

the requirements for revalidation of the CoP (IGF Code).  

In general, the Statement of Acceptance issued by BMI is valid for a maximum of 12 months. This period may be shortened 

whenever standards of competence are defined under STCW for the use of alternative fuels. The validity period will be stated 

on the Statement of Acceptance, which is to be attached to the fuel-specific training certificate. The Statement of Acceptance 

must be valid at the time the fuel-specific training certificate is issued.  

 

3.6 Information for training providers 

3.6.1 Application for fuel-specific training 
An application for the acceptance of a fuel-specific training is evaluated by the BMI on a case-by-case basis. Applications may 

only be submitted by a Belgian or foreign recognized training institute 6, or by a training center authorized to provide STCW 

V/3 training under a recognized Administration 7. 

Separate applications are required for basic and advanced training programs, specific to one fuel type. Combined training 

programs may be considered if all requirements for each requested fuel type are fully met. The verification will take into 

account the guidance provided in STCW.7/Circ.25. 

Application and evaluation 

The training provider must submit a completed course outline form. This form is only provided upon request. Methods to 

demonstrate competence must follow STCW.7/Circ.25, paragraphs 3.1.2 and 3.2.2 respectively. In addition, Columns 3 and 4 

of Table V/3-1 must be completed and adapted for the specific fuel.  

Where applicable, details of simulated bunkering operations should also be included in the application.  

A formal request for evaluation must be submitted to the BMI. 

Training program acceptance 

After successful evaluation, the BMI will issue a Statement of Acceptance for the fuel-specific training program, valid for a 

maximum of 12 months. This period may be shortened if standards of competence under STCW for the use of alternative 

fuels are expected to be introduced within this 12-month period. 

Training evidence 

The training provider must ensure that each candidate receives a copy of the valid Statement of Acceptance and that every 

basic or advanced training certificate includes all required details, such as the candidate’s name, the training institute, the 

training dates, the issue date, the fuel type or types, the number of simulated bunkering operations where applicable, and 

any other information necessary to meet the documentary evidence requirements under STCW. The Statement of 

Acceptance must be valid at the time the training course is completed.  

  

 

6 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen  
7 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/publications/lijst-van-landen-met-erkende-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen
https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/publications/lijst-van-landen-met-erkende-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen
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3.6.2 Application for bunkering operations equivalence – onshore bunkering 
An application for bunkering operations equivalence, as part of the seagoing service requirement or the fuel-specific practical 

experience requirement, is evaluated by the BMI on a case-by-case basis. Applications may only be submitted by a Belgian or 

foreign recognized training institute 8, or by a training center holding a Statement of Acceptance by the BMI for fuel-specific 

advanced training. Each application must specify the fuel type or types for which equivalence is requested. 

For Belgian or foreign recognized training institutes, bunkering operations equivalence may count toward the onboard 

bunkering operation requirement for obtaining a Belgian CoP or completing the DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience. 

However, the mandatory seagoing service period of 30 days must be completed regardless of any granted bunkering 

operations equivalence. 

Application 

The application must include a completed course outline form, available upon request, along with a detailed description of 

the training program and the equipment used to demonstrate equivalence with onboard bunkering operations. An 

application will only be considered if, during the onshore bunkering operation, real fuels are handled and the training setup is 

realistic and representative of actual onboard operations. 

Equivalence recognition and approval 

After successful evaluation, an application submitted by a Belgian or foreign recognized training institute will result in an 

approval, which is reported in accordance with STCW Article IX.  

An application submitted by a training center that is not a Belgian or foreign recognized training institute, but that holds a 

Statement of Acceptance from the BMI for fuel-specific advanced training, will only receive a Statement recognizing 

bunkering operations equivalence. This Statement is valid for a maximum of 12 months, as official training guidelines are 

expected to be introduced shortly under the STCW. 

Training evidence 

The training institute must issue a training certificate to the seafarer, which can be used to complete the relevant section of 

the DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience (see Annex). 

  

 

8 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/scheepvaart/zeescheepvaart/bemanning/maritieme-opleidingen
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4 Manning 

4.1 Manning requirements 

Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code must be manned in accordance with the Minimum Safe Manning Document 

(MSMD) and the specific Belgian requirements. The MSMD will include the mandatory STCW certification and manning 

requirements for vessels subject to the IGF Code, referencing the following CoPs: 

• CoP Basic Training (IGF Code); 

• CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code). 

Masters, engineers, and crew with direct responsibility for fuel systems on Belgian-flagged ships subject to the IGF Code, can 

only be assigned to the corresponding grade or capacity on the MSMD if they hold the appropriate CoP. 

IGC certificates are not accepted as meeting IGF Code requirements. Seafarers must apply for the appropriate IGF Code CoP 

to fulfill manning requirements on vessels subject to the IGF Code. 

Accepted CoPs are: 

• CoPs issued by the Belgian Administration, or 

• CoPs issued by, or under the authority of a recognized Administration 9. 

CoPs issued by recognized Administrations do not need to be endorsed by the BMI. 

Belgian-specific requirements for CoP Basic (IGF Code) holders 

In addition to the STCW requirements, Belgium requires each CoP Basic Training (IGF Code) holder to have, for the onboard 

fuel, a valid Fuel-Specific Basic Training Certificate, attached with a copy of the Statement of Acceptance. 

Belgian-specific requirements for CoP Advanced (IGF Code) holders 

In addition to the STCW requirements, Belgium requires each holder of a CoP Advanced Training (IGF Code) to have a valid 

Fuel-Specific Advanced Training Certificate, together with a copy of the Statement of Acceptance and a valid, completed DoC 

Fuel-Specific Practical Experience — all of which must correspond to the specific onboard fuel. 

4.2 Multiple MSMD 

A ship may be issued multiple MSMD in relation to the IGF Code, depending on its operational status.  

MSMD for trading without alternative fuel propulsion 

When the alternative fuel system is not in use, no alternative fuel is carried on board, and the ship is gas-free, the vessel may 

be manned in accordance with the MSMD applicable to trading without gas propulsion. 

MSMD for trading with alternative fuel propulsion 

In all other cases, the ship must comply with the MSMD for trading with gas propulsion and meet the Belgian-specific 

requirements. 

  

 

9 See official website: https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/publications/lijst-van-landen-met-erkende-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen  

https://mobilit.belgium.be/nl/publications/lijst-van-landen-met-erkende-vaarbevoegdheidsbewijzen
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4.3 Temporary dispensation from Belgian-specific requirements 

For new ships entering service where insufficient trained crew is available, a dispensation may be requested. The company 

responsible for manning the ship must submit a motivated request, including a ship-specific training plan and the presence of 

experienced crew (e.g., a gas engineer holding an appropriate IGC certificate) with a proven record of practical experience. 

Seafarers may hold the required fuel-specific training certificates or Certificates of Proficiency (CoPs) but lack the completed 

DoC Fuel-Specific Practical Experience because they were unable to perform all bunkering operations or fulfill the required 

seagoing service. In such cases, the ship is considered to meet MSMD requirements but does not comply with Belgian-

specific requirements. 

A dispensation may be granted on a case-by-case basis, provided that crew members hold the respective IGF CoPs and fuel-

specific training certificates, and that the required practical experience is completed without delay under the supervision of 

experienced crew in accordance with the approved training plan. 

4.4 Control and inspection 

The control provisions under STCW and other applicable Conventions and Codes apply to all ships subject to the IGF Code, 

regardless of the fuel type. During Port State Control (PSC) inspections involving verification of manning requirements, the 

applicable MSMD (including any dispensation) and the relevant CoPs must be presented upon request. These documents 

should provide sufficient proof of compliance with the mandatory requirements under SOLAS and STCW. Fuel-specific 

training certificates may be used to demonstrate compliance with the training requirements of the IGF Code. 

Information and documentation related to fuel-specific practical experience are a BMI requirement only. Such 

documentation should be presented exclusively during a flag State inspection, and not during a Port State Control inspection.
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5 Annexes 

Annex 1 – Declaration of Compliance (example) 
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